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The Citroën Traction Avant was one of the first mass produced front wheel drive cars. It was made from 1934 until 1957, with
engine sizes ranging from 1,303cc to 1,911cc in 4-cylinder form, and the later 2,867cc 6-cylinder models. All models had 3-speed
manual gearboxes, allowing up to 73mph for the 4-cylinder engine and 81mph for the 6-cylinder. Production diminished during
the war, and ceased for 3 years after bomb damage to the factory, it started again in 1945, albeit slowly due to the scarcity of
raw materials. Right hand drive cars were made in the Citroën factory at Slough. Although the Traction Avant was criticised for
having low ground clearance, it nevertheless gained a reputation in France as a gangsters’ car, while conversely being the
favourite car associated with inspector Maigret. The model above is an English 1954 Light Fifteen.
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EX-CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER (or Doug’s dribbles as he referred to it)
Hi everyone,
The first thing to do is to wish you all a happy New Year, and I also I trust you all had a good Christmas. As always,
the club held its Christmas dinner at the Bloxworth Club, and as always everything went very smoothly. There was
not quite as many people as on previous years due to fears of a disaster after a change of personal, but all was well
on the night and we all enjoyed a very siccessful evening.
As for future events, we hope to complete a list of what will be happening very soon. We will be hoping to cut
down the number of speakers we have had in the past, as some of them can be a little bit boring. Like I said, we
will be hoping to let you know what's happening very soon.
Well that's me done so you all drive & ride with care.

Doug

FBHVC NEWS
A Classic joke
A nice little quote in the magazine of the H & H Classic Vehicle Club:- Five surgeons are taking a coffee break and
exchanging opinions.
First Surgeon – “Accountants are the best to operate on because when you open them up everything inside is
numbered”.
Second Surgeon – “Nah, librarians are the best. Everything inside them is in alphabetical order”.
Third Surgeon – “Try electricians! Everything inside them is colour coded”.
Fourth Surgeon – “I prefer lawyers. They’re heartless, spineless, gutless and their heads and butts are
interchangeable”.
The Fifth Surgeon who has been quietly listening to the conversation – “I like British car restorers… they understand
when you have a few parts left over at the end”.
Miscellaneous news
The number of people in their 90s with a valid driving licence has now passed 100,000 according to the magazine of
the Triumph Razoredge Owners’ Club.
There is a progress report on the Rootes Archive being built at Wroxton in the Imp Club Magazine. Did you know
that the name originally chosen for the Hillman Imp was the Ajax?
This observation which is attributed to Albert Einstein, ‘Any man who can drive safely while kissing a pretty girl is
simply not giving the kiss the attention it deserves.’

First time exhibitors at the Practical Classics Classic Car and Restoration Show, the On-line Austin 7 Club made a full
size model of an Austin 7 Chummy in plastic and polystyrene. The tyres and hubs were cast polystyrene, the spokes
black drinking straws, and the headlights pudding basins: total weight 63 lbs, mounted on an 11 feet high number
Seven.
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Ford Model ‘A’ Loan Hand-Over Event

A presentation and hand over of a Ford Model ‘A’ loan car took place in March at the British Motor Museum. The
restored 1929 Ford Model A Phaeton was offered for loan for a year by Ford enthusiast Peter Garrett to 26 year old
Richard Gordon-Colebrooke from Thame in Oxfordshire. Peter Garrett wanted to encourage a young enthusiast
into the older classic car scene, “the best way seemed to offer one of my cars for extended use rather than see it
languishing through infrequent use”. Peter approached Bob Wilkinson to organise the initiative. For several years
Bob has been involved through the British Motor Museum in running Classic Virgins days aimed at recruiting
newcomers to the classic car scene. Bob responded by seeking interest through the classic car press. Viewing the
Model A Richard said, “I had restored a Mini which my dad bought for me when I was 11 years old... and still have it.
I was keen to get into the older car scene. This Model ‘A’ Phaeton is a real beauty and I am thrilled to have this car
for the year. Peter Garrett’s offer is a very generous gesture.”
Richard and Peter both signed a formal agreement covering car use, maintenance and insurance. Richard was able
then to commence old time motoring with a promise to keep all informed of the experience over the year. Support
for the initiative came from Stewart Miller & Peter James Insurance, Longstone Tyres, the British Motor Museum
and the Model ‘A’ Ford Club of Great Britain. The museum including a driving familiarisation area, was an excellent
venue for the car hand over. Looking to the future Bob Wilkinson is keen to see other individuals, or clubs, following
this car loan example to reach out to the next generation of enthusiasts and for others to tap into the process. Bob
can be contacted on bobwilkinson49@hotmail.co.uk
WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman – Vacant, club to be run on a ‘Team Management’ basis.
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Val Baker.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Stranack – wvpcweb@gmail.com and alpinecruising@gmail.com
Motorcycle Section - Ian Campbell - bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Committee members - Colin Baker, Christine Fletcher, Mo Cronk, Doug Cronk.
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THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH MOTORCYCLE – PART 1
After comments about a dearth of motorcycle articles, I started to wonder just when British motorcycles were
invented, and which was the oldest British motorcycle company. It appears that the Excelsior Motor Company,
originally a bicycle-manufacturing company based in Coventry, began production of their first motorcycle model in
1896 that was available for purchase by the public. In 1901 the quadricycle- and bicycle-maker Royal Enfield
introduced its first motorcycle, with a 239cc engine mounted in the front and driving the rear wheel through a belt.
They were soon followed by the bicycle-maker Triumph, who decided to extend its focus to include motorcycles, and
by 1902 the company had produced its first motorcycle, a bicycle fitted with a Belgian-built engine. A year later it
was the largest motorcycle-manufacturer, with an annual production of over 500 units. Norton began motorbike
production in 1902, and Birmingham Small Arms Company in 1910.

The 1901 Royal Enfield.
By 1910, Royal Enfield was using 344 cc Swiss Motosacoche V-Twin engines, or large-displacement JAP and
Vickers-Wolseley engines. Two years later Royal Enfield Model 180 sidecar combination was introduced with a 770 cc
V-twin JAP engine which was raced successfully in the Isle of Man TT and at Brooklands. To this day, the Isle of Man
TT includes a racing class of motorcycle and sidecar.

1913 Royal Enfield 425cc
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The First World War helped Royal Enfield’s production with the company supplying large numbers of motorcycles to
the British War Department as well as winning a supply contract for the Imperial Russian Government. For these
models, Enfield used its own 225 cc two-stroke single and 425 cc V-twin engines as well as producing an 8 hp
motorcycle sidecar model fitted with a Vickers machine gun. In 1921 Enfield developed a new 976 cc twin and three
years later the first Enfield four-stroke 350 cc single using a Prestwich Industries engine was launched.
One of the more notable motorcycle moments came in 1928, when Royal created its famous Bullet model. The Royal
Enfield Bullet was originally a British overhead valve single cylinder four-stroke model which would go onto earn the
title of the longest production run of any motorcycle, still being built today. The motorcycle’s name was taken from the
company’s links with their small arms factory. It enjoyed many features which would become familiar to the motorcycle
world such as the centre-spring girder front forks and a saddle-type fuel tank. It had an inclined engine with exposed
valve gear featuring four valves per cylinder with 350 cc and 500 cc options.
Common to motorcycles of this period, it also featured a rigid rear-end, necessitating a 'sprung' seat for the rider,
which resulted in the iconic look of the motorcycle that is much replicated today, even though the sprung seat is
unnecessary in modern models. As famous as the Bullet would become, the motorcycles Royal Enfield produced for
the British war efforts in the Second World War and how they would build them are simply fascinating.
In order to establish a facility protected from the wartime bombing of the region, an underground factory was set up,
starting in 1942, in a disused "Bath Stone" quarry with an estate of prefabricated buildings constructed to house
workers. The motorcycles produced during this time were WD/C 350 cc side-valve, WD/CO 350 cc OHV, WD/D 250
cc SV, WD/G 350 cc OHV and WD/L 570 cc SV. One of the most well-known Enfields was the Royal Enfield WD/RE,
known as the Flying Flea, a lightweight 125 cc motorcycle designed to be dropped by parachute with airborne troops.

Royal Enfield WD/RE - the Flying Flea.

1940 Royal Enfield 350cc WD/C.

The post war world was hungry for transportation leading to Royal Enfield producing basic motorcycles such as single
cylinder ohv 350cc model G and 500cc Model J, with rigid rear frame and telescopic front forks. It must’ve felt like allEnfield all the time with the motorcycle market enjoying a large number of factory reconditioned ex-military sv Model C
and ohv Model CO singles sold off as surplus by various military services.

A JOKE TO FINISH WITH
A mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a motorcycle when he spotted a well-known heart
surgeon in his shop. The surgeon was there waiting for the service manager to come take a look at his bike. The
mechanic shouted across the garage, "Hey Doc can I ask you a question?"
The surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to the mechanic working on the motorcycle. The mechanic straightened
up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, "So Doc, look at this engine. I open its heart, take valves out, fix'em, put 'em
back in, and when I finish, it works just like new. So how come I get such a small salary and you get the really big
bucks, when you and I are doing basically the same work?
The surgeon paused, smiled and leaned over, whispering to the mechanic....."Try doing it with the engine running!"
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