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The Jensen 541 was manufactured by Jensen Motors from 1954 until 1959, but only 226 were made. It was superseded by the
541R and S models, which continued until 1963, but only a further 320 were produced. The 541 was a true Grand Tourer,
providing room for 4 passengers in comfortable leather seats, and capable of over 110mph. Power was from a 4 litre Austin 16
straight-6 engine adapted to receive triple SU carburettors. The 4-speed gearbox was normally fitted with an optional overdrive,
thus allowing the engine to run at just 3,500rpm at 100mph. 0 to 60mph was achieved in 10.8 seconds. The secret of the car was
a massive steel chassis giving rigidity to the lightweight glass-fibre body, thus allowing it to move as nimbly and fast as many
sports cars of the day.

Brooklands - De Dion Motor Tricycle Races
Towards the end of last year, on the 120th anniversary of the Motor Car Club series of races for the De Dion Bouton
motor tricycles on the quarter mile oval cycle track at Sheen House, Richmond Park, Brooklands Museum re-created
the event, with a series of demonstration races and sprints. Nick Pellet of the De Dion Bouton Club UK was quoted as
saying in 1897 the races were started with a pistol shot but the museum wouldn’t agree to repeat that, so a brass
hand bell was used! An excellent video of the event can be seen here https://vimeo.com/249223770 De Dion Bouton
No 7 was bravely ridden by Caroline Sibley, in period dress.
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A MESSAGE FROM SOMEONE WHO IS NO LONGER THE CHAIRMAN, BUT WHO LIKES TO KEEP IN TOUCH!

Hi Everyone,
Having been a bit of a fan of speedway, I was thinking of taking a trip to Cardiff to watch the British
Speedway Grand Prix, so thought I may as well see if anyone else would be interested in coming along. If there
is enough interest then maybe I could arrange a bit of a day out. As always of course, the cost would be cheaper
if a good few of you came along.
The ticket cost of the event is £19, plus any travel costs. The venue is Principality Stadium, Cardiff and the date
is Saturday July 21st, so let me know if you are interested.
Cheers, Doug.

BROADSTONE FAMILY FUN DAY - Sunday 1st July 2018
Classic/Premium Vehicle Display
http://broadstonefieldsintrust .org.uk/
Broadstone Recreation Ground, Lower Blandford Road, BH18 8NZ
Our Dorset area has a wealth of Classic, Exotic, Prestige and Interesting cars, bikes and other vehicles tucked
away in garages. We are looking to get as many as we can to display to the public.
There is no charge for entry to the vehicle display

WEST MOORS MULTI-ACTIVITY DAY – Saturday 14th July
Posters for this event are at the end of the newsletter. If anyone is interested in taking their classic vehicle
along, please contact Doug Cronk.

FBHVC NEWS
ICONIC BIKES FETCH WORLD RECORD PRICES
Motorcycle history was made by H&H Classics at the National Motorcycle Museum on the 4th March 2018 when the
company sold two iconic bikes for new world record prices. H&H’s line-up of 170 bikes included a number of gems
that had the place heaving despite a week of atrocious weather that had kept people at home. The biking fraternity
turned up in strength to bid for John Lennon’s 1969 Honda Z50A ‘Monkeybike’ which made £57,500 and a
fascinating survivor, a pre-production Honda CB750 which reached £161,000 against a pre-sale estimate of £35,000
to £40,000.
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There was huge excitement for the John Lennon Monkey-Trail bike XUC 91H when its turn came to go under the
hammer.

John Lennon used the bike as a fun way of getting around his Tittenhurst Park estate in Surrey, where he lived from
1969 to 1971. Prior to the sale H&H Classics estimated that the bike would sell for £30,000 plus. Mark Bryan, Head of
Sales for H&H Classics Motorcycle Department, said: Naturally we were thrilled to be entrusted with the marketing
and sale of this bike, given its extraordinary provenance. So to achieve this price is hugely satisfying.
The Honda Monkey/Trail Bike XUC 91H was acquired by John Harington from Henry Graham, of Hook Hampshire,
who at the time was owner of a business in Farnborough Hampshire - Motor Cycle City in around 1971. Henry
Graham said that he had bought the motorbike from John Lennon, who was living at the time at Tittenhurst Park in
Sunningdale, near Ascot Berkshire. John Harington, the current seller, had kept the bike for the past 47 years, since
buying it from Mr Graham and had displayed it at various events and shows throughout that time.
The second historically important bike, the Honda CB750 is a very special motorcycle which collectors worldwide
were clambering for. It was estimated at £35,000-£40,000 prior to the sale but in an extended bidding fight finally
sold for a total of £161,000 – a new world record.

A “Late” pre-production model it is one of only four built, only two are known to still exist, the other is in the USA
and was famously sold on eBay in 2014 for a price of $148,000. The bike that H&H Classics are selling could well beat
that price taking this rare motorcycle to establishing a new world record for this hugely influential seminal bike.
The bike for sale with H&H is a rare machine, mostly hand made in Japan in c1968. This bike came over to the UK in
1969, was registered by Honda UK and was used by them in the UK launch of the then new CB750 model. It is frame
number CB750-2110.
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Perhaps not surprisingly it has been in the same private collection for the past 35 years and was undergoing a
restoration when the owner sadly passed away. Head of Motorcycle Sales at H&H Classics, Mark Bryan, said of this
bike: This is one of the most historically important bikes we’ve had the pleasure to offer for sale. Referred to on its
launch as the most sophisticated production bike ever. The standard bike at launch was capable of 120 mph and was
equipped with non-fade front hydraulic brakes. The bike has gone onto become a true icon rated as one of the top
landmarks of Japanese Automotive Technology.
The two missing bikes suffered sad fates. A green version of this bike went to France and was never seen again and a
red one was crushed about five years ago in the US. This gold bike was first shown in Europe at the Brighton
Motorcycle show between April 5-12 1969. It also appeared on the cover of Motorcycle Mechanics May 1969.
The idea for a four cylinder 750 wasn’t even discussed until June 1968. Honda built a 750-4 test mule with a drum
front brake, then the prototypes, all in just six months! This bike’s every single part is different from a production
model.

NOW FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT – THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY, DETROIT, USA IN 1916
A club member has kindly supplied copies of a set of postcards titled “A Super Souvenir from Detroit Showing 24
Views of the Ford Plant – World’s Largest Manufacturer of Automobiles.” Here are a few of them:-
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WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman – Vacant, club to be run on a ‘Team Management’ basis.
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Val Baker.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Stranack – wvpcweb@gmail.com and alpinecruising@gmail.com
Motorcycle Section – Colin Baker - bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Committee members - Christine Fletcher, Mo Cronk, Doug Cronk.

PRELIMINARY CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Sunday 10th June - Lake Yard Marina Hamworthy - Classic Car and Motor Cycle Day. Meet at 10.30am at The
Bakers Arms or go direct to the Marina. Telephone Derek 01202 691792.
Tuesday June 12th - The ever popular Vehicles In The Field.
Sunday June 24th - Cream Tea Run.
Tuesday July 10th - An insight into the infamous A6 murder by ex-policeman Paul Stickler.
Sunday August 5th - Lymington Car Show – details to follow later.
Tuesday August 14th - Another Bingo by popular demand.
Tuesday September 11th - A quiz night with prizes.
Tuesday October 9th - Baked Spud Night, a bit earlier this year as last year was too close to Christmas.
Tuesday November 13th - The ever popular AGM.
Tuesday December 11th - To be decided.

CARS IN THE FIELD AND BIKES IN THE FIELD – Tuesday June 12th
Next month is the night for cars in the field, which means that we are half way through the year. It would be
nice to have a good turn out, so let’s have as many cars as possible. As we have no one judging this year, we will
revert to the voting system that we have always used, and there will be a nice trophy plus a bottle of plonk for
the winner!
I realise that Tuesday night is the night for most of the bike boys to take their pride and joy down to the Quay at
Poole, which has resulted in quite a small turn out of bikes; but not to be deterred, we will continue to have the
bikes on display at the next meeting at Cobhams which is on June 12th. It would be good to see a few more
bikes there, and as with the cars, there will be a nice trophy plus a bottle of plonk for the winner!
CREAM TEA RUN – Sunday June 24th.

Hi, Just to let everyone know that there will be a cream tea run this year, but it will not be held in the same
place as last year due to the drastic increase in the cost which was put down to the increase in the rental of the
hall, so I have shopped around and managed to find an alternative; so if you feel you would like to come along
then here are the details:The run will be on Sunday June 24th and will start at the Cobham Sports and Social Club. Ideally, you should
arrive around 1.15pm and leave at 1.45pm sharp, followed by a drive around the countryside of Dorset arriving
at the Courtyard, at Lytchett Minster, at around 3.00pm where tea will be served in the large hall. As always, I
am looking for your support. The cost of the teas are £5.50 per person.
Doug.

CREAM TEA RUN.
NAME____________________________

VEHICLE REG_____________________

MEMBERSHIP NO.__________________

CREAM TEAS AT £5.50 £___________

Please pay by cash if you see me or post cheque to me made payable to WVPC Ltd. The cut-off date is Monday
18th June so any received after this will be unlucky. Please post to 91,Pinehurst Park, West-Moors, Dorset,
BH22 0BP. Thank you in advance for your continued support. Doug.
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