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The Riley RMF. Produced from 1952-3, was the pinnacle of the RM series, but only 1,050 were made. It superceded
the RMB although both were very similar in appearance and shared the same 2.5 litre 4-cylinder engine. The RM
series design was inspired by the pre-war Riley Kestrel, and employed the same race developed engine. The RMF
engine had twin SU carburettors with hemispherical combustion chambers and twin camshafts mounted high at the
sides of the cylinder block. This allowed a top speed of 95mph via the 4-speed gearbox. Fully hydraulic brakes,
torsion bar front suspension and rack and pinion steering allowed for a well-mannered and lively performance.

CHAIRMAN'S CHATTER
Hi Everyone,
Now that spring is well and truly with us, I expect that all classic vehicles have been polished and
spruced up for the coming months, and I have no doubt that you will enjoy the usual round of events that are
your favourites.
I have received an e mail from last month’s speaker Paul, who gave us our talk: he would like to thank you for
his reception and also commented on how you all get engrossed in the events surrounding his murder talks!
This is just to let you know that he will be paying us a visit again next year - actually a certain club member
suggested the talk on the Kray Twins - I won’t reveal who it was but I think he could have been one of the gang
members. Just a reminder that next month is cars & bikes in the field night and I hope we have a good turnout, and a few more bikes would be good!!
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We have in this newsletter a wonderful memory of motoring as it was many years ago, kindly submitted by
Ron Axon. This is just the type of nostalgic tale that we need more of, so to all of you that can still remember
motoring in your youth, please share those memories with us and help make Wessex Ways even better! Well
that's me done for now, so you all drive and ride with care.
Doug.

NORTON FACTORY TOUR.
After continually trying to pin down someone at Norton who could give me the information that I required to
put a date together and make some definite plans, I eventually managed to get hold of the man who does it
all. As I said before, they are hoping to move into a new factory which will improve the experience greatly, and
bearing this in mind we came up with a date that will ensure that the new factory will be up and running.
So now it’s up to you. The date of the tour is Friday September 20th - it has to be a Friday as that is the only day
that they do tours - also there is no need for an early start as the tour will not begin until 3pm.
As I stated in the last newsletter, I will need to have names of anyone interested as soon as possible, so PLEASE
let me know. Just a reminder that if I can get 22 people the cost will be £41.50, and if we could get 30 of us
then it will be £37.00, which includes the £15.00 for the tour itself.
Doug.

A COUPLE OF LOCAL EVENTS TO WHICH WE ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.
These are a couple of little events that would be glad to see a few of us put in an appearance, so if you could jot
down the dates and if you are at a loose end on the day then just pop along and show your face - you will be sure of
a warm welcome:- Ferndown Fete In The Field is on Saturday 22nd June, and West Moors Show that takes place in
The Fryer Playing Field is on Saturday 13th July; I think you have to be in by 11am but more details will be available
nearer the time. Doug.

MEMORIES OF A MORGAN SUPER SPORTS by RON AXON

After reading the article in Wessex Ways (March 2019 issue) on the Morgan Super Sports of 1934, this brought back
memories, as I owned the very same model, registration number VJ 5920. It was fitted with a Matchless V-Twin
1,000cc engine that was water cooled, and which was a quiet, superb unit.
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The vehicle came with weather protection (I use the term very loosely), which was a hood that you erected after you
took your seat by securing it to the windscreen with 3 press studs. However, you then had no side vision and a very
restricted view through the windscreen; we will not mention the windscreen wipers as they were next to useless!
My car had been modified from the hand throttle to a floor mounted pedal which worked very well. The braking
system was something to be desired – the foot brake operated the rear wheel only, and when applied in wet
conditions the rear wheel would lock up, making the rear of the car slide on any camber, making it very difficult to
control! You also need to remember that the tyres were made of cardboard and there was no ABS. The front brakes
were on a hand brake and in an emergency, it was ‘grab the hand brake and pray’, as the car slowed very gradually;
the braking system was diabolical to say the least.
Now on to the electrics, which were very poor – the dynamo was mounted on the gearbox casing in the middle of
the chassis behind the seats, and it only charged while the car was in motion, not the best arrangement. When in
traffic or at traffic lights there was no charge and the whole system relied on a 6 volt battery which led to very poor
lights, and the car was never started on the starter motor. This said, the trike was quite powerful for its time, with
acceleration that out-shone most vehicles of the day (one of my many exploits).
A little story: one summer evening I made a run to Wadebridge in Cornwall where Tib was already holidaying. I left
Wareham at 5.30pm and arrived at Wadebridge at 9.30pm. It was a jolly good run as there were no motorways and
very few dual-carriageways in those days. (That’s about 150 miles at an average speed of some 35mph! Ed.) Whilst in
Cornwall we visited Lynmouth for a look around and decided to up to Lynton to see the feral goats. On the hill out of
town we were being held up by a Ford V8 Pilot (which was quite powerful in its day). I decided to make an
overtaking manoeuvre and we blasted past it in 2nd gear. The note from the exhausts was incredible, two straightthrough silencers ringing in the ears on full power! It put a smile on our faces, and to say we were chuffed would be
an understatement. I still have a little chuckle about that today, even after all those years. Tib and I were courting at
the time - Tib was on holiday with her Mum and Dad when I joined them (no hanky-panky) - we were married in
1960 and are still going strong.

SNIPPETS FROM THE FBHVC NEWSLETTER
The Cambridge-Oxford Owners Club by John Lakey
The Cambridge-Oxford Owners Club met to plan their celebrations for the 60th anniversary of the BMC Farina in
2019. The club finished their successful 2018 rally season with a well supported AGM and Autumn rally at the
wonderfully whimsical Bubble Car Museum in Boston, Lincolnshire; a location well worth a visit. The COOC are very
optimistic about the future and now membership figures are collated have bucked the trend among smaller car clubs
by increasing their membership slightly this year.
The club are planning a major event, ‘Farina 60’, for summer 2019 to celebrate the BMC Farina’s 60th anniversary.
This will be 20th and 21st July at Swanick Junction Museum Complex run by the Midland Railway near Ripley in
Derbyshire. The first of the range to be announced, the Wolseley 15/60, is in the centre of the picture flanked by two
Austin Cambridge A55 Mk2 Cambridges, the car on the left being a very rare Countryman. The Cambridge was the
closest in design to Farina’s original design.
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All BMC Farina Cambridge and Westminster derived cars emanated from the project GS5 Cambridge and
Westminster floorpan and component set, which came out in 1954, an example of which is the centre of the picture.
They remained in production until early 1972 when the last Wolseley 16/60s, and the commercials, were deleted to
be replaced by the Marina.

BSA Front Wheel Drive Club 2019 National Rally
Next year it will be Ninety years since the BSA Company launched the BSA Front wheel drive (FWD) three-wheeler in
1929. To mark the occasion we will be holding a special national rally at The British Motor Museum, Gaydon on the
6 and 7th July 2019. The BSA Three wheeler was the first British FWD vehicle produced in any quantity until the
launch of the Mini in 1959 and therefore represents a major land mark in motoring history. Some 650 FWD BSA’s are
known to survive out of a production run of around 10,000. 2019 will also mark 60 years since the current BSA FWD
Club was formed.
In the 1920’s front wheel drive motoring was restricted to a small group of manufacturers, producing cars in
relatively small production runs and some cases very expensive cars. The FWD Alvis was the first UK FWD car to be
produced. BSA introduced their new FWD three wheeler in late 1929 at the annual Motor Cycle show. Compared
with three wheel competitors available at the time the BSA offered a number of innovations such as a reverse gear,
electric start and full weather protection. Independent front suspension was another benefit resulting from the FWD
layout and “The Motor Cycle” magazine of the day said, “The details of this vehicle are of such interest that it may be
said to mark a milestone in the history of the light runabout”.
The BSA three-wheeler represented the first serious attempt at volume production of a low cost FWD car in the UK
and possibly the world. To the men and women of BSA goes the credit of designing and producing some 10,000
three and four wheel FWD cars from 1929 through to 1939. In 1958-59 the original BSA FWD Club, formed after the
Second World War, was struggling with falling membership and a committee that was fragmented and losing
enthusiasm in the face of falling membership. It was very fortunate that around this time a small group of BSA
enthusiasts began meeting socially and then going on trips together in their BSA’s unaware that a club even existed.
After a while it was decided to form a club, and an advert was placed in several period national motor cycling and car
magazines. The existing BSA FWD Club made contact and offered a ‘ready-made’ club complete with a BSA approved
logo, club badge and other items, not least a membership list of over one hundred.
Today the BSA FWD Club looks after the interests of the owners of the FWD and RWD BSA cars produced in the 1920
and 30’s. The club has some 220 members spread throughout the world. Members are to be found in most
European countries, the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and we recently acquired our first
member from Zimbabwe. Approximately 650 FWD cars are known to survive made up of 253 Trikes, 6 T-9, 10 FW-32,
269 Scouts and 2 specials, representing almost every model of BSA FWD car produced between 1929 and 1939.
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We also have 50 RWD BSA owners who have joined the club in recent years and this number continues to increase.
We hold a national rally annually which attracts members and cars from the UK and overseas. We hope the 2019
national rally will attract over 60 cars covering the whole range of BSA cars produced from the 1920 through to
1939. For more information contact Peter Cook Chairman of the BSA FWD club on peter@cookbsa.com.

BSA TW-33-10 Special Sports of the early 1930’s.

CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS
June 11th - Car Club - Cars and Bikes in the field.
July 7th - Cream Tea Run.
July 9th - Car Club - Bingo.
August 9th to 11th - Purbeck Rally.
August 13th - Car Club - Auction.
Sept 10th - Car Club - Talk by Kay Townsend: ‘Fairground Life Behind The Sideshows’, including a Film.
October 8th - Car Club - Baked Spud Night.
November 12th - Car Club AGM (this is the one not to be missed).
December 10th - Car Club - Christmas Bingo.
December 21st - Christmas Dinner at Bloxworth.

WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman – Doug Cronk - duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Dennis Jones. Treasurer’s support – Christine Jones.
Membership Secretary - Christine Fletcher.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Jones – djones49@talktalk.net
Motorcycle Section – Colin Baker - bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Events Co-ordinator – Peter Fletcher.
Committee members – Mo Cronk.

FBHVC PRESS RELEASE
26 April 2019

For immediate release
Police Clarify Their Stance on Historic Vehicle MOT Exemptions

Following a recent incident where the driver of an historic vehicle was erroneously given notice of intended
prosecution by a police officer, The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (The Federation) has made efforts to
avoid similar incidents by contacting the parties responsible seeking clarifications. We have already made available
to our members through the website (www.fbhvc.co.uk) a letter from the Department for Transport clarifying the
position on exemptions, but it was still the case that enforcing officers had no access to a database of declarations by
owners of VHIs as this data when supplied by owners is not recorded.
We therefore have sought and have just received assurances from Chief Constable Anthony Bangham, Lead on
Roads Policing of the National Police Chiefs’ Council that they are in agreement with the Department for Transport’s
letter of 11 January, which we shared with you earlier and now repeat.
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Chief Constable Bangham has confirmed that police recognise that there is a presumption that where a vehicle
meets the criteria as laid out by the Department of Transport (DfT) it does not require an MOT Certificate and any
person using such a vehicle cannot commit an offence. Officers will not rely on declarations made at relicensing
times to police this matter.
We are pleased now on the eve of Drive it Day, probably the largest national assemblage of historic vehicles of the
year, to provide this confirmation to all members. Our advice for anyone who remains concerned is simply to print a
copy of the Department for Transport letter of 11 January and carry it with your other documents.
Copy DfT letter below. For media enquiries, please contact:
• Geoff Lancaster, 07860 562659, commsdirector@fbhvc.co.uk

Mr Bob Owen
Director - Legislation
Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs
Dear Mr Owen,
RE: Vehicle Of Historic Interest MOT Exemption
The following is a statement of the effect of recent legal changes to requirements for MOT testing of vehicles at least
40 years old.
On 20 May 2018 the Motor Vehicle (Tests) (Amendment) Regulations 2017 came into force. Regulation 7 sets out
that any car, van (under 3.5t) or motorcycle which is being used on a public road is to be considered a vehicle of
historic interest and therefore no longer required to hold a valid MOT certificate if it:
a) was manufactured or registered for the first time at least 40 years previously
b) is of a type no longer in production, and
c) has been historically preserved or maintained in its original state and has not undergone substantial changes
in the technical characteristic of its main components.
This amended the previous exemption from MOT testing for cars, light vans or motorcycles manufactured in 1960 or
before. The arrangements for the testing of old larger vehicles are different.
Please find enclosed a copy of this Statutory Instrument and a copy of the Explanatory Memorandum should you
wish to refer to these. There is no requirement, either intended or implied, that at the point a vehicle becomes 40
years old and providing the vehicle has not been substantially changed, for the owner to make a declaration to any
statutory body, declaring that the vehicle is a vehicle of historic interest and is therefore no longer required to have
a valid MOT certificate.
The Department and DVLA have set up an administrative process (via DVLA form V112 and the equivalent process
on-line) which requires at the time of the annual re-licensing of vehicles a declaration that the vehicle is a vehicle of
historic interest – in that it has not been substantial modified. This process is in place to help owners of old vehicles
that have been substantially modified do not by mistake run them without a valid MOT. The Department has
published information about what constitutes a substantial modification in this context and encourages owners who
do not know to seek advice.
Yours sincerely,

Duncan Price Divisional Manager, Freight, Operator Licensing and Roadworthiness
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SHEPTON MALLET CLASSIC CAR SHOW – 22nd/23rd June
The WVPC will be having a club stand at the Classic Car Show at Shepton Mallet on 22/23 June. The theme for
the stand will be 'A trip down memory lane, 1960’s style'.
If any club members have any 1960’s memorabilia, decorations, publications, posters or props which they
would be willing to lend for the weekend we would be very grateful. Please contact Janet on 01202 575521 or
Christine on 07886 336749. Thank you.
Janet.

CREAM TEA RUN.
At last we have managed to pin down a date for the cream tea run after being let down twice at different
venues so here are the details: The date is July 7th and the venue is the Holmsley Tea Rooms in the New
Forest. If you would like to come along then please fill out the form below.

CREAM TEA RUN.
The run will start at the Cobhams Club at around 1.30pm and arrive at the venue around 3.00pm, so could you
arrive at Cobham about 1 o/clock, which will give you time to catch your breath, collect your details for the
run, and have a chat.
The cost of a tea is £5.50 per person, and I can assure you it’s well worth it.

Name_________________________________________ My order for_______ cream tea/s @ £5.50.

Membership No_____________________ Registration No_________________

You can either pay one of us at club night or send a cheque made payable to The Wessex Vehicle Preservation
Club Ltd, to the following address - 91, Pinehurst Park, West-Moors, Dorset, BH22 0BP. As always, without
your support we would not be able to do this sort of thing so thank you in advance.
Mo & Doug.
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