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The Mini Moke, manufactured in England between 1964 and 1968, was originally designed as a lightweight
Military vehicle but was found to be unsuitable due to its low ground clearance and underpowered engine. The
English version had the same running gear as a Minivan, namely a four cylinder 848cc engine with a 4-speed
gearbox and front-wheel drive. It became marketed as a utility vehicle with limited success, but achieved cult
status due to its use in the television series ‘The Prisoner’. Production continued in Portugal and Australia until
1993 where larger engine versions were available.

CHAIRMAN'S CHATTER
Hi Everyone,
As I write this the sun is beating down and the temperature is rising; has summer finally arrived? It
was a pity that last month the weather was not as co-operative, as it managed to rob us of the usual June Cars
In The Field Meeting; I hope tonight is ok.
Now congratulations are in order to our members who put on a stunning little stand at the Shepton Mallet
Classic Car Show, walking away with the best dressed stand and personal. Unfortunately I was going to visit,
but after turning my ankle I was unable to make it, but a huge thankyou to Christine, Janet, Paul and Dave plus
help from Sandra and Richard who must have really impressed as the competition is very keen at these sorts of
events. Well that's me about done so you all drive and ride with care - see you all soon.
Doug.
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WEST- MOORS WESTIVAL
This is just a personal plea from me to all of you guys who find themselves at a loose end on Saturday July 13th
and are wondering what to do. Well how about popping along to the Fryers Playing Field at good old West
Moors and show off your car or motorbike to the people of the surrounding area. There will be other clubs
showing there, but as almost everyone knows that I am the chairman of the Wessex, I have been given the
task of trying to put on the best display; so if you can make it I would be grateful. It’s from 12 noon to 4pm so
it’s not too long. Hope to see as many as possible. Doug.

AUCTION RETURN..
Many of you will remember the annual club auction night: we suddenly realised that we had not had one for a
couple of years so decided that as it was always a good laugh we will be bringing it back next month. So bring
along anything that you don't want as it may be useful for someone else! All the proceeds go towards club
funds, and remember, it does not have to be car related, so bring it all along and let’s have a good night.
Doug

BILL DOLLING
Hi All,
I have just received an email from Jason Dolling telling me that Bill has passed away. He has not
provided any further details, only that he had been fighting cancer for three years. I will pass on any details as
soon as I know any more; for those members who never knew him, Bill was a very good chairman for the club
and stood as such for several years. I pass on this news with great sadness, Doug.

CIRCUIT HISTORIQUE DE LAON June 2019 by Janet and Paul Palmer
Over the weekend of 8-9-10 June we attended the Laon Historique. This is a massive gathering of classic cars which
includes road runs and a circuit on closed streets, in the town of Laon in North East France. Fellow Wessex members
Rick and Sandra, Colin and Shelagh and Bill also made the trip, so WVPC was represented by 4 classics.
We booked with Scenic Car Tours, and couldn’t fault the organisers. Everything ran very smoothly and they were
very generous, making sure we were all comfortable. We went for the budget priced ticket (no surprise there!) but
the hotel was really lovely; can't understand how they could do the whole package for the price we paid.
On Friday we took the 8.25am ferry from Dover and were treated to coffee and biscuits on board. From Calais we
took the A26 motorway and within an hour and a half we had arrived at the first classic car show at Béthune.
Unfortunately the rain had started by then, and although we had a walk around, lunch was consumed in the cars!

We then set off for Laon, partly on the motorway and then took the scenic route to enjoy some French countryside
and little villages. Arrived at our hotel by about 5pm, tired but it had been a good day.
At Saturday’s rendezvous point we were given the rally plate for the car, an umbrella, sew on badges, a poster, a
sticker, a lanyard with tickets for lunch rolls and drinks, a newspaper, tickets for drinks at the finishing line reception,
and 2 bottles of water! There was a hospitality tent with free coffees and pastries too!
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The run was 87km through gorgeous countryside and little villages where young and old came out to wave and cheer
as we drove through. At the end, the gathering of cars was enormous, yet as we were given different routes we didn't
get any hold ups or jams when travelling. Lunch was a massive French stick with a variety of fillings, doughnuts and
bottles of water again. Then we had another 90km run back to Laon and complementary wine & nibbles, whilst a
local cheerleader group entertained us followed by a live band.

Sunday was the Historique Circuit around the town of Laon. We were directed to a parking place along the streets
and then took the free shuttle bus to the top of the hill where the ancient walled town of Laon sits. The square in
front of the Town Hall was packed with classic vehicles, they were the lucky few who had got there early, or been
selected. Colin and Bill managed to bag a space there! There were cars and bikes parked all along the streets,
apparently over 800 of them. We had a reception in the Town Hall where we met the Mayor - more wine and
nibbles! Then a few hours to ourselves for lunch and exploring the beautiful town and cathedral.

At 2.30pm the roads were closed and the Circuit drive commenced led by 3 Vespa
cars with the Mayor in one. Then it was our turn and we joined the parade. The
atmosphere was fantastic, people lined the streets cheering and waving and it
was a privilege to be able to drive our British classic along the lovely cobbled streets of this French town, where the
Mayor said we would always be welcome ‘despite Brexit’!
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When we had completed the circuit we parked up and watched the parade of cars going past. Many cars did more
than one circuit, and it was all very relaxed. Paul was approached by a very nice Frenchman who said that (of all the
cars there) his wife really liked our little Alpine and please would Paul take her for a run around the circuit in it. He
didn’t need to ask twice and off Paul set with a rather lovely French young lady! She really enjoyed the drive. The
streets opened again at 5.30pm, so there were 3 hours of parading cars and the rain held off. We even managed the
circuits with the top down on our car.
On Monday we could have joined in with yet another run out in the cars. However, we declined as we wanted to take
the scenic route back to Calais. All in all a very enjoyable weekend and definitely a great experience.
Janet and Paul

CAN SCRABBLE SOMETIMES GET YOU DOWN?

BRISTOL CLASSIC CAR SHOW, SHEPTON MALLET – 22nd/23rd June
We attended the Footman James 40th Bristol Classic Car Show at the Royal Bath and West Showground. We
had a stand for the WVPC and the theme we chose for the stand was ' A Trip Down Memory Lane – 60’s Style'.
We were chuffed to bits to win the trophy for the 'Best dressed club stand (including members)'. On the stand
were Paul and myself, Christine and David, and Rick and Sandra. Other club members Steve and Mike had a
Humber stand and Steve also won a trophy. All in all a great weekend! Janet Palmer
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CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS
th

th

August 9 to 11 - Purbeck Rally.
th
August 13 - Car Club - Auction.
th
Sept 10 - Car Club - Talk by Kay Townsend: ‘Fairground Life Behind The Sideshows’, including a Film.
th
October 8 - Car Club - Baked Spud Night.
th
November 12 - Car Club AGM (this is the one not to be missed).
th
December 10 - Car Club - Christmas Bingo.
st
December 21 - Christmas Dinner at Bloxworth.

WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman – Doug Cronk - duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Dennis Jones. Treasurer’s support – Christine Jones.
Membership Secretary - Christine Fletcher.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Jones – djones49@talktalk.net
Motorcycle Section – Colin Baker - bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Events Co-ordinator – Peter Fletcher.
Committee members – Mo Cronk.
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