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The traction engine is not just the grand showman’s engine that we see at the Great Dorset Steam Fair, all covered
with lights and playing merry tunes. A traction engine is a self-propelled steam engine used to move heavy loads on
roads, plough ground or to provide power at a chosen location. They tend to be large, robust and powerful, but
heavy, slow, and difficult to manoeuvre. Nevertheless, they revolutionized agriculture and road haulage at a time of
the industrial revolution when the only alternative prime mover was the draught horse. They became popular in
industrialised countries from around 1850, when the first self-propelled portable steam engines for agricultural use
were developed. Production continued well into the early part of the 20th century, when competition from internal
combustion engine-powered tractors saw them fall out of favour, although some continued in commercial use in the
UK until well into the 1950s and later.
Running a threshing machine is the popular image of a traction engine at work during the harvest. Although the
engines themselves are now only used for displays, the old threshing machines continue to be used in conjunction
with a modern tractor as they are the only means of threshing the corn that does not damage the straw, which can
then be used for thatching. Another use for which the traction engine was well suited was for ploughing, whereby
two engines would stand at opposite ends of a field, and operate a multi-tined plough pulled from one engine to the
other by means of a steel cable.
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Views of the steam powered ploughing system in use.

CHAIRMAN'S CHATTER
Hi Everyone,

This month’s chatter will not be so long as I am doing it early to allow our esteemed editor to have
a well deserved holiday.
I cannot give much feedback on our club night talk - all I can say is that I have had conflicting reports; some of
you loved it and some were not quite so keen. It goes to show that one can’t please all of you, bit I will
continue to do my best!
You will soon be getting all the bits you need to book for the Christmas Meal which will as usual held at
Bloxworth Club, so keep your eyes open.
Well that's me done so you all drive & ride with care,

Doug.

THE LAST STEAMROLLER by Derek Rayner, Vice Chairman and Steam Archivist - Road Roller Association
Extract from FBHVC newsletter.
It’s a well-known fact that the last steam roller constructed for the home market is that which is owned by the
Association’s Chairman, Michael Goakes. This is Aveling-Barford No. AH 425 (JRM 966) which was supplied in April
1950 to Cumberland County Council. It has only been relatively recently that a similar roller has been found in
Thailand with a works number higher than that – this one being AH 430. However, no details exist in AvelingBarford’s records at Lincoln about this particular roller – but the presence of its works plate on the machine is
positive proof of its existence, even though the date it left the factory is not known. It could therefore be the last
Aveling-Barford roller produced. This one was found by ‘super steam sleuth’ and Thai resident Mark Robinson on
one of his many journeys around the ‘far reaches’ of Thailand, away from the regular tourist spots. He located AH
430 in the grounds of the Wiang Sa District Highways Office, Nan Province, in the north-east of the country, almost
on the border with Laos.

Aveling-Barford No. AH 425
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Steam rollers in Europe continued to be constructed, particularly in France, for some time after Aveling’s ceased
their production. It’s known from Mark’s continuing explorations in Thailand that Albaret No.1987 is plinthed at Lom
Sak Highways Depot and it’s believed to have been made in 1953 – but it may have been the following year when it
was completed. This French firm was at Rantigny and Liancourt in the district of Oise to the north of Paris. There is,
however, a later one than this one somewhat further away, in Indonesia, in Purwokerto, Central Java. This is
No.2120 of 1954 where it was seen by Andi Slender in March 2013.
Another late manufacturer was the firm of Henschel in Kassel, Germany. Their No.5063 was built in 1953 and was
imported from Germany into the UK in 2004 for preservation and is now in Kent.

Henschel No. 5063 “Helga”

However, the youngest steam roller presently known to exist was made in Yugoslavia but as a result of relatively
recent past circumstances, it now finds itself in eastern Croatia. This one is located at Slavonski Brod, extremely close
to that country’s border with Bosnia and Herzegovina to the south and about 120 miles to the east of Croatia’s
capital, Zagreb. The manufacturer is probably a name unfamiliar to British road steam enthusiasts, it being the firm
of Đuro Đakovi. Not only did this company build steam rollers but they also manufactured railway locomotives and
trams, and there are examples of these products on display outside the firm’s factory which is adjacent to the
railway station in Slavonski Brod.
There are only four steam rollers manufactured by the firm known to still exist, the other three all being in Serbia –
No.433 of 1954 at Kragujevac; No.538 of 1955 at Planinica and an unidentified (by works number) example at
Krasava. How many steam rollers were actually made by Đuro Đakovićin total and over what period is not known.
However, the maker’s plate on this exceptionally rare and historic machine in Slavonski Brod is No.681 of 1961.
Should anyone know of a ‘younger’ steam roller than this Đuro Đaković example, anywhere in the world, the Editor
would be delighted to learn of it.

FBHVC HERITAGE, CULTURE AND MUSEUMS by David Burke
The Silverstone Experience - On Tuesday 9th July the Silverstone Experience Museum opened. It is housed in a
Second World War Wellington Bomber Hangar within the Silverstone Racing Circuit. The £20 million project
attracted a Lottery Heritage grant of £9.1 million. Exhibits will include Barry Sheene’s 1979 Suzuki RG500, Nigel
Mansell’s 1982 Williams Grand Prix car and Mark Webber’s winning RB6 Red Bull Formula 1 car. State of the art
interactive displays include a chance of speeding alongside your racing heroes around Silverstone. In short, the past,
present and future of Motor Racing will be on show. Intended as a family attraction the Silverstone Experience will
also be the new home of the BRDC, British Racing Drivers Club and its archive. Opening days before the 2019 British
Grand Prix the Silverstone Experience is sure to be a great addition to Motoring History.
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Jim Clark Motorsport Museum - Marking the 54th anniversary of Jim Clark’s historic win at the Indianapolis 500 this
week, Scottish Borders Council, charity Live Borders and The Jim Clark Trust are delighted to be able to announce
that the new Jim Clark Motorsport Museum in Duns opened to the public on Thursday 11 July. The £1.6 million
museum project is being taken forward by the Council in partnership with Live Borders, The Jim Clark Trust and the
Jim Clark Memorial Room Trust.
The project has been almost five years in the planning and is a fantastic new museum open to the public which will
do justice to Jim Clark’s incredible achievements in the racing world and also his life as a Borders farmer. The new
museum will provide an expanded and dynamic exhibition space showcasing memorabilia and the trophy collection,
two of Jim Clark’s race cars, new image galleries, film footage, interactive displays, technology and education zones.

Mullin Automotive Museum - After many months in development the new Mullin Automotive Museum plans have
received outline planning consent from West Oxfordshire District Council. Located at Enstone Airfield in Oxfordshire
the revised plans have been drawn up by world famous architect, Norman Foster. At an estimated cost of £150
million the project has been the brainchild of Peter Mullin, an American enthusiast who has a 250 strong collection
of classic and vintage vehicles. He runs a famous car Museum in California.
Coventry Transport Museum - After several years of free entry, the Museum has started. Claiming the charges are
necessary for a sustainable future the Museum houses the World’s largest collection of British Transport. At present
the Museum attracts some 360,000 visitors each year. Certain days will still have free admission as will citizens of
Coventry who hold GoCV cards. Charges for Adults will be £14, concessions £10.50.

CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS
November 12th - Car Club AGM (this is the one not to be missed).
December 10th - Car Club - Christmas Bingo.
December 21st - Christmas Dinner at Bloxworth Club.
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WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman – Doug Cronk - duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Dennis Jones. Treasurer’s support – Christine Jones.
Membership Secretary - Christine Fletcher.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Jones – djones49@talktalk.net
Motorcycle Section – Colin Baker - bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Events Co-ordinator – Peter Fletcher.
Committee members – Mo Cronk.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

WESSEX VEHICLE PRESERVATION CLUB LTD
WVPC COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 2019
THIS FORM IS FOR NOMINATIONS TO THE CLUB COMMITTEE FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
ON 12th NOVEMBER 2019.

More than one form can be submitted proposing other candidates for committee posts, but all forms have to
be in the hands of the Secretary prior to 28th October 2019. Nominations received after such date will
not be considered. No nominations will be considered at the annual general meeting. The form must
be fully completed in order to be accepted.
I (name) ………………………………………………………………..membership number……………...
would like to nominate:………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………..
for a position on the committee and my seconder is (name):…………………….. ………………………………………membership number……………

SIGNED:-

PROPOSER ……………………………………………
SECONDER ……………………………………………

THIS FORM IS TO BE SENT TO:WVPC Ltd Secretary, 52 Anstey Rd, Bournemouth, Dorset BH11 9HG, or by e-mail to:familypalmer29@hotmail.com Please note that any nominations received after October 28th 2019, or any
incomplete nominations, will be invalid.

