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One of the classic cars we see very little off nowadays is the Triumph Mayflower, which was produced form
1949 until 1953. It was advertised as ‘Britain’s New Light Car’, offering seating for four adults in a relatively
small body. It was powered by a four cylinder side valve engine of just 1,247cc, with a 3-speed gearbox having
syncromesh on all forward gears. The maximum speed available was 63mph, with 50mph achieved in 27
seconds. It bodywork was of the fashionable ‘razor edge’ style of the time, similar to that of the larger Triumph
Renown. The upright body shape with only two doors, relatively poor performance, and heavy feel led to the
short production run. It was succeeded by the Standard Eight, with its more basic specification,which appealed
to a different sort of buyer.
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CHAIRMAN'S CHATTER
Hi Everyone,

This month is the month of the AGM - this is the time that we all find out if anyone would like to come
forward and help out by joining the committee to come up with some new ideas. At this moment when I write
this I have no idea if any of you have given it any thought, or have bitten the bullet and have returned a
nomination form. Judging by other years, I do not hold out much hope of any new faces on the committee, but
I do live in hope. Just in case no one comes forward you will find details of next year’s Holly Run below.
Also if anybody wants a menu for the Xmas meal, come and see me tonight, or if you’re not here give me a
ring or email and I have no doubt that I will get one to you. You will also find a provisional list of events for
next year’s club nights later in the newsletter, although this is subject to change and this will no doubt occur!
Well that's me about done for this month, so you all ride and drive with care and I will see you soon.
Doug.

SHEPTON MALLET CLASSIC BIKE SHOW
This is just a note to you bikers: I have had a chat with Colin who suggested that we may struggle to get
enough of us to be able to put on a good club stand at the show. So this is just to check to see if anyone wants
to go to the show this year; we have to remember that it is quite a commitment to do it - as you know it’s very
cold at this time of the year and none of us are getting any younger, but if you feel you would like to give it a
go could you please let me know.
Doug.

HOLLY RUN 2020
I have managed to get us a good deal for next year’s run, and I hope as many of you as possible will be able to
take part. Here are the details to date:We hope all meet at Ferndown Forest Golf Club at around 11.15, have a coffee or tea, and leave around 11.45;
then there will be a scenic run around the country side to finish and have a meal at the Holmsley Tea Rooms in
the New Forest at around 1.00pm. The menu is:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
HOLLY RUN LUNCH
STEAK AND ALE PIE served with chips, mixed vegetables and gravy. Number required……….
or
SWAY SAUSAGE AND CREAMY MASH served with caramelised red onion gravy. Number required……….
TREACLE TART served with custard. Number required……….
or
LEMON MERINGUE PIE. Number required……….
or
NEW FOREST ICE CREAM - two scoops of chocolate ,vanilla or strawberry. Number required……….
TEA or FILTER COFFEE.
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………. Membership No…………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
You get all of this for £15.45 per person. If you would like to come along would you please tick your choices
and either give it to me or return to me by post, could you please make cheques payable to WVPC LTD. The
cut-off date is January 1st. The address is 91,Pinehurst Park, West-Moors, Dorset, BH22 0BP. As always, your
support is paramount to the success of the run. Thank you.
Doug
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FBHVC NEWS
Celebrating 60 Years of the Mini
Few car enthusiasts will not be aware of the Mini. Alec Issigonis’ genius is well documented, special suspension,
sideways engine with the gearbox under and possibly incidentally, sports car handling, something that John Cooper
quickly picked. Rally and race success rapidly followed. This combined with the association with celebrities, like
Twiggy, The Beatles, Peter Sellers and many others led to the Mini becoming an icon of the 1960s. All cemented by
Michael Caine in the Italian Job film. Since then it has been a favourite with many variations being produced.

The famous annual London to Brighton Mini-run.

Club News - Cambridge-Oxford Owners Club - Fabulous Farina Turns 60
The Cambridge-Oxford Owners Club gathered over 150 cars throughout the weekend of 20-21 July for their
celebration of the BMC Farina's 60th Birthday at Swanwick Junction Museum preserved railway, near Ripley in
Derbyshire.
Lovers of the English fin came from all over the UK and Europe to celebrate all aspects of these humble but much
loved cars, all badge-engineered derivatives of the Cambridge and Westminster, which were sold from 1959 until
1971. Activities ranged from a live band doing 60's songs to technical seminars, a slot car tournament using model
Austin Cambridges, period dress competition, the screening of a 1968 documentary about Pininfarina himself and
much more, although real life hero and George Cross medal winner, Tony Gledhill, was the weekend's undoubted
star.
Chairman Taff Gillingham said, “we've had a fabulous weekend, I really can't believe that 60 years on so many of the
cars are here being enjoyed, and in some cases fixed, by other members so their owners can get home! We
organised the first anniversary event in 1989, which doesn't seem long ago, yet now the cars are twice the age they
were then, and it's great to see so many of the families and cars which were present then here today as well. We've
had just over 150 cars on site over the whole weekend, a superb turnout, and remarkable for an international club
with less than 800 members devoted to a single family of cars.
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We couldn't have wished for better and its testament to just how loved these wonderful cars are by the most diverse
range of people; my Westminster developed charging trouble and arrived with a flat battery but I was helped to fix it
by an electrical engineer who’d worked on developing Concord in the 1970s and a mechanic who learnt his skills
building cars for banger racing, that's the brilliant thing about this club.”
Banger racing may be controversial but it's intrinsic to the history of the BMC Farina and to the club, so banger racer
members Ian Lee and Les Dolan brought along an example for those not steeped in the sport to examine. It was of
course, towed to the event behind Ian's A110 Mk2 Westminster on Rostyles for that authentic 1970s pit vibe.

The Wolseley 15/60 was the first of the BMC Farinas to be announced, somewhat bizarrely on Christmas Eve,
December 24th, 1958, so having Tony Spearman and his lovely example lead the timeline display was appropriate.
Former Police Constable Tony Gledhill, G.C. was COOC's guest of honour and did two laps of the site in a Wolseley
6/110 police car on blues and twos before giving his talk. Tony was awarded his George Cross, which is the highest
honour that can be bestowed on a civilian for an act of bravery, after a chasing a 6/110 manual with 5 criminals in it
through South London in the police 6/110 auto he was driving, ‘Papa 1’, on 25th August 1966, all the time while
under fire from both a shot gun and a pistol. The incident ended with 4 of the 5 criminals being apprehended after
great personal bravery from Gledhill when the bandits he and his co-driver, PC McFall, had cornered held a gun to his
head and stole the police car they had been driving, dragging Gledhill along the road. The citation report ended with
the sentence - “Both Gledhill and McFall received injuries and had to receive hospital treatment. They had faced a
sustained firearm attack and from the early stages knew the risks they ran of being killed or seriously injured.”
Meeting this remarkable man and reuniting him with a Wolseley 6/110 police car, a vehicle he obviously still has
great affection for was both humbling and fascinating; it proves classic cars are as much about the people and
memories they stir as the engineering.

The Powell Joybike by Bob Jeffcoat
In the late fifties, a Birmingham cycle shop proprietor, being alarmed by the number of continental mopeds being
imported, decided to design and manufacture a machine constructed entirely of British made components. The
result was his ‘Joybike’. He started with a Trojan 50cc engine, which he mounted in an inverted position below the
saddle, in a frame of his own design, which incorporated his own sprung front forks, and a Sturmey Archer 3 speed
hub gear in the rear wheel. To the spokes he attached a large main drive sprocket. This was connected to a small
gear on the inside of a v-belt driven pulley, which in turn was connected to the engine drive pulley. The lower pulley
was mounted on a frame, controlled by a handlebar lever which tensioned the v-belt, thus acting as a crude clutch.
Once engaged the moving pulley frame was latched and subsequently released by another handlebar lever, attached
to the gear lever quadrant. The driven pulley also incorporated a brake shoe which was pressed into the pulley
groove when the ‘back’ brake handlebar lever was operated. This gave an enhanced braking action, due to the
reduction gearing incorporated between drive and rear wheel.
The first couple of machines were available in ‘Moped’ or ‘Scooterette’ styles, depending on the amount of
bodywork attached. Subsequently Powell commented on the benefits of a larger engine, and then fitted a J A P 80 cc
in the same undersaddle position. He also incorporated telescopic front forks, discontinued the S-A gears and fitted a
back-pedalling brake, and added paniers and a wider rear mudguard, larger headlight and full enclosure bodywork.
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He claimed the engine could be removed in 5 minutes, and the back wheel in 3, and that for a shilling a week he
would undertake full maintenance of sold machines. The only thing the rider was expected to do was clean the plug
every so often. In the end, his bikes didn’t sell well, despite kind reviews in the press, and he gave up the project
when he had made only a total of 11 bikes.
Only three machines remain, as far as it is possible to tell, 2 with the Trojan engine and 1 with the JAP and Powell
was reputed to have said it was the worst thing he’d ever attempted!
The left-hand image above is believed to be V. Powell talking to a tester from ‘Power and Pedal’ magazine,
presumably prior to the machine being taken for a test ride. This must be the last or last but one of the Joybikes
made, as it has no Sturmey Archer gear change control on the handlebars, has the tele front forks, and the right
hand pannier and the larger Miller headlight.
Bob Jeffcoat’s machine pictured above was the ninth one made, before Powell removed the 3 speed gear from the
back wheel, and added the back-pedalling brake, instead. Virtually all the bikes were different, as far as it is possible
to say, cosmetically and mechanically! It is now fully registered by DVLA and back on the road for when he feels
brave! He also mentions the ride is very strange, however with practice he should get the hang of it!

The Early Dodgem by Will Baker, member of the 20-49 Motor Club
This early dodgem car was designed to look like an MG race car from the 1930s and a large fleet of these ‘cars’ were
used on a concrete racetrack at the New Brighton Fairground, near Wallasey on Merseyside, during that time.
Before the well-known electric powered ‘Bumper Cars’ came to popularity, these sturdy, well-built cars were driven
around the track, watched over by attendants who would stand on the running-board-mounted brake to bring the
car to a stop, if your time was up or you were misbehaving! They very quickly proved a firm favourite with the young
and not so young and the cars were literally run all day long from mid-morning to well into the night.
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The Lakeland Motor Museum bought this example in 1990 and restored it soon after. Three examples had been
saved from the farm building where they had been stored after being taken out of use in the early 1960s. Powered
by a Stuart Turner marine-type single-cylinder two-stroke petrol engine, the top speed was just 5mph. At the end of
each summer the engines and gearboxes were all fully reconditioned by Stuart Marine ready for the next season,
such was the amount of hard use they endured. This one is on display in the Lakeland Motor Museum at Lake
Windermere and is well worth a look.

CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS
December 10th - Car Club - Christmas Bingo.
December 21st - Christmas Dinner at Bloxworth Club.
Dates for 2020 – events subject to change:January 14th – Noggin and natter.
February 11th – Quiz night – bring your brains with you please.
March 10th – Bingo night – prizes to be won!
April 14th – Speaker: Paul Stickler on ‘The Kray Twins.’
May 12th – Noggin and natter.
June 9th – ‘Cars and Bikes in the Field’ night – more prizes!
July 14th – Bingo night – yet more prizes.
August 11th – Auction night - bring all your unwanted treasures.
September – 8th – Speaker: details to be announced later.
October 13th – Baked potato night.
November 10th - The AGM, everyone’s favourite.
December 8th – Bingo night – festive prizes!

WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The committee members for 2020 will be updated as necessary following the results of the AGM and the first committee
meeting.
Chairman – Doug Cronk - duggcronk@btinternet.com - 01202 895387
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Dennis Jones. Treasurer’s support – Christine Jones.
Membership Secretary - Christine Fletcher.
Website Co-ordinator - Dennis Jones – djones49@talktalk.net
Motorcycle Section – Colin Baker - bikes@wvpc.org.uk
Events Co-ordinator – Peter Fletcher.
Committee members – Mo Cronk.

ROGER HAINES
I have just heard of the sad death of Roger Haines, who was one of the founder members of the Wessex Vehicle
Preservation Club. He was chairman for many years, and when he stopped taking an active part in the club, he
became our president. He was a very keen Talbot owner, who had an encyclopaedic knowledge of the marque. For
the older club members, he will be fondly remembered for his selfless devotion and time given to WVPC.
Doug.
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WVPC MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 2020
£15 single, £20 joint membership (plus £5 if newsletter required by post)
MEMBERSHIP NO. ………………………………………………………………………………………
Name(s) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address …………………………………………………………….………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Telephone number(s).……………………………………………..………………………………………..
e-mail address ……………………………………………………..……………………………………….
Method of newsletter delivery (collection, e-mail or post)
………………………………..……………………………………..………………………………………
Current Vehicle Details:Make, Model and Year .………………………………………….. ……………………………………….
Additional vehicles ………………………………………………..……………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please forward completed form together with a stamped addressed envelope and renewal fee (£15 single,
£20 for joint membership, plus £5 if newsletter by post – Cheques made payable to WVPC Ltd) to :WVPC Membership Secretary
71 Gwynne Road
Parkstone
Poole
Dorset BH12 2AR

Unless paying at a club meeting, a stamped addressed envelope must be provided, and
will help prevent a delay in the receipt of new membership cards.
REMEMBER - 2019 MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE AT THE END OF DECEMBER!

