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‘WESSEX WAYS’ DECEMBER 2019
VEHICLES OF THE MONTH – BREADVANS OF THE 1950’s

The Morris Minor van was produced between 1953 and 1971, employing four cylinder overhead valve engines,
first of 803cc, then after 1956 of 948cc and 1,098cc capacity, all with a 4-speed gearbox. Although never a
vehicle of high speed, the larger engines raised the top speed from 63mph to 75mph. Part of the success of the
Minor/1,000 were the very accurate rack and pinion steering and the torsion bar front suspension. It was the
first British car to sell 1 million vehicles.
The Austin A35 van version was available from 1956 to 1968. It employed essentially the same 948cc and
1,098cc engines and gearboxes as the Morris, with a top speed of 72mph. It was never as successful as the
Morris, achieving sales of under half a million, but has achieved great latter day popularity as the vehicle used
by Wallis and Gromit in their adventures.
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CHAIRMAN'S CHATTER
Hi Everyone,
Can you believe that Christmas is here again already? It really does appear that the time speeds up as one gets
older, but the shortest day is upon us so we will soon have longer days ahead, plus we hope a bit of warmth.
Last month we had the AGM and as always it was well attended, which is a good thing for me as it makes the
bit I do for the club worthwhile. However, I must say that the committee have taken a lot of the workload off
of me and I am very lucky to have their backing; it was only 3 or 4 years ago when I was thinking of giving it all
up, but I now have a lot more enthusiasm so I will remain for a bit longer. The feedback about the AGM that I
have had has been positive especially with regards the accounts which were a lot easier to understand.
Unfortunately we have lost the ever wise Colin Baker from the committee: Colin was the Bike Section contact,
so I will be keeping an eye on them and will try to arrange a few things for us all to do.
As always, thank you all for your support and I look forward to seeing you all during the events throughout the
year and at club nights. Before I finish this bit I must thank one person who always gets forgotten and that is
the Editor of this newsletter who gets hardly any material from any members to include but somehow always
manages to put together a good variety of articles for us all to enjoy. Well that's me done for now so you all
drive and ride with care over the festive season.
Doug.

MEMORIES OF DAVE ENGLAND by Andrew Woodcock
I have got to know Dave England in recent months in my volunteer work at a farm near Sherborne. Dave
recites much poetry, established poets as well as his own, from memory. His own work has been published,
locally, on a small scale, in a booklet called 'Days of Yore'.
Reading though Days of Yore I came across 'Vintage Bikes' which I think some of your readers may enjoy. I
have checked with Dave and he is happy for it to be reproduced in Wessex Ways, there are no Copyright
issues.
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DORSET AND VINTAGE BIKES by David England
Oh, what a lovely sound to hear
the British engines;
They come from all around.
Some do come from Gloucestershlre,
Some from dear old Devon,
a few from up in Hampshire,
and from the Wiltshire downs.
Don't forget Somerset,
That regularly come along
with Mitchie as their mascot
to spin another yam.
Oh, tis Lovely down in Dorset
to hear the engines sound,
To ride along the country lanes
and through our ancient towns:
Oh, glory to be British
and ride a vintage bike,
To be in the Dorset section
of the Vintage Motor Bikes.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019
THE WESSEX VEHICLE PRESERVATION CLUB LTD
Minutes of the AGM held at Cobham Sports and Social Club, Merley, Dorset on 12th November 2019
1.

Meeting is opened

Doug Cronk, Chairman, opened the meeting at 20:05. He thanked everyone for coming.
2.

Apologies

Committee member Colin Baker was unable to attend and apologies were also received from Chris James.
3.

One Minute’s Silence

A silence of one minute was held in memory of those members and friends who had died during the past
year.
4.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of 2018

The minutes of the AGM 2018 were proposed and seconded, signed and dated.
5.

Adoption of Accounts

There was a question from Dave Walker regarding the figure on the accounts for the members subscriptions.
This was answered by Dennis Jones to his satisfaction. The accounts were then proposed by Colin Thorpe and
seconded by David Tofts, signed and dated.
6.

Committee Report

Doug Cronk reported that all was ticking over nicely. We had had one issue brought up by a member which
had been sorted and on the whole the club was pretty happy-go-lucky, everyone had a sense of humour and
we all get on OK. Doug asked if anyone had any ideas for the future then to please put them forward. Doug
suggested that we resurrect the idea of the Quay to Quay run and others that did not include a meal. A
member had also suggested that a weekend away might be well received and ideas are sought for this,
perhaps Devon. Also Doug reminded members that 2021 will be the 50 th anniversary of the club and asked
for ideas on how to celebrate.
7.

Election of Committee Members for 2019/2020

Doug informed the members that Colin Baker would not be standing for election as Val Baker is very unwell.
The secretary had received a nomination from Pete Houghton proposing that the ‘existing committee be
elected on block’ and this was agreed by the members.
The nomination forms that had been received were proposed by Pete Houghton and seconded by several
members including Dick Jolly.
So the committee going forward will consist of:
Doug Cronk - Chairman
Dennis Jones – Treasurer, website
Christine Jones – Treasurer’s support
Christine Fletcher – Membership Secretary
Janet Palmer – Secretary
Peter Fletcher – Events
Mo Cronk – Committee Member
This was agreed by all present.
8.

Open Forum

No members present had any questions or comments.
Meeting closed at 20:25.
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HOLLY RUN 2020 – Sunday January 12th
I have managed to get us a good deal for next year’s run, and I hope as many of you as possible will be able to
take part. Here are the details to date:We hope all meet at Ferndown Forest Golf Club at around 11.15, have a coffee or tea, and leave around 11.45;
then there will be a scenic run around the country side to finish and have a meal at the Holmsley Tea Rooms in
the New Forest at around 1.00pm. The menu is:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
HOLLY RUN LUNCH
STEAK AND ALE PIE served with chips, mixed vegetables and gravy. Number required……….
or
SWAY SAUSAGE AND CREAMY MASH served with caramelised red onion gravy. Number required……….
TREACLE TART served with custard. Number required……….
or
LEMON MERINGUE PIE. Number required……….
or
NEW FOREST ICE CREAM - two scoops of chocolate ,vanilla or strawberry. Number required……….
TEA or FILTER COFFEE.
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………. Membership No…………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
You get all of this for £15.45 per person. If you would like to come along would you please tick your choices
and either give it to me or return to me by post, could you please make cheques payable to WVPC LTD. The
cut-off date is January 1st. The address is 91,Pinehurst Park, West-Moors, Dorset, BH22 0BP. As always, your
support is paramount to the success of the run. Thank you.
Doug
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS
December 21st – Christmas Dinner at Bloxworth Club.
Dates for 2020 – events subject to change:January 12th – Holly Run.
January 14th – Noggin and natter.
February 11th – Quiz night – bring your brains with you please.
March 10th – Bingo night – prizes to be won!
April 14th – Speaker: Paul Stickler on ‘The Kray Twins.’
May 12th – Noggin and natter.
June 9th – ‘Cars and Bikes in the Field’ night – more prizes!
July 14th – Bingo night – yet more prizes.

SHEPTON MALLET CLASSIC BIKE SHOW – February 1st/2nd 2020
This is just a note to you bikers: I have had a chat with Colin who suggested that we may struggle to get
enough of us to be able to put on a good club stand at the show. So this is just to check to see if anyone wants
to go to the show this year; we have to remember that it is quite a commitment to do it - as you know it’s very
cold at this time of the year and none of us are getting any younger, but if you feel you would like to give it a
go could you please let me know.
Doug.
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WVPC MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 2020
£15 single, £20 joint membership (plus £5 if newsletter required by post)
MEMBERSHIP NO. ………………………………………………………………………………………
Name(s) ……………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address …………………………………………………………….………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Telephone number(s).……………………………………………..………………………………………..
e-mail address ……………………………………………………..……………………………………….
Method of newsletter delivery (collection, e-mail or post)
………………………………..……………………………………..………………………………………
Current Vehicle Details:Make, Model and Year .………………………………………….. ……………………………………….
Additional vehicles ………………………………………………..……………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please forward completed form together with a stamped addressed envelope and renewal fee (£15 single, £20 for
joint membership, plus £5 if newsletter by post – Cheques made payable to WVPC Ltd) to :WVPC Membership Secretary
71 Gwynne Road
Parkstone, Poole, Dorset BH12 2AR
Unless paying at a club meeting, a stamped addressed envelope must be provided, and will help prevent a delay
in the receipt of new membership cards.
REMEMBER - 2019 MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE AT THE END OF DECEMBER!
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