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MILITARY MOTORCYCLES USED IN WORLD WAR TWO
Excelsior Welbike
British design. Meant to make airborne troops more mobile, it was small enough to be packed up
in a container and dropped by parachute. The result was an awkward looking bike with tiny wheels
and an underpowered engine with only 98cc of power. The saddle and pillar folded away for
transport.
The Welbike could carry no equipment, was almost useless off-road, and was unsuitable for tall
riders. It was quickly abandoned by the military but revived after the war as a relatively cheap and
portable civilian vehicle.
Norton 16H
Another British bike, the 16H’s ruggedness and dependability made it popular despite its modest
performance. The British Army mostly used it as a solo vehicle during convoy marshalling and to
dispatch riders. The Royal Air Force equipped it with a sidecar as standard. The Canadian Army,
like its British counterpart, used the 16H for dispatch work.2.
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Norton 633
The Norton 633 was a more powerful version of the 16H. Designed to be fitted with a sidecar, it
was the only British military bike to provide drive to the sidecar wheel. This sidecar wasn’t like
civilian ones, being little more than an open box, devoid of protection from the weather. It had a
rack for a Bren light machine gun and was sometimes used as a weapons platform

Harley-Davidson WLA
A slight modification of an existing civilian vehicle, the Harley-Davidson WLA was a popular bike
among the American armed forces, who used it for police work, reconnaissance, and
communications. Its lights were changed from the civilian model to meet military standards and it
was fitted with special brackets to carry a submachine gun. With a speed of 65mph, it was one of
the faster bikes of the war.
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BMW R75
A large, heavy bike, the R75 was one of several German models built specifically for operation
with a sidecar. The sidecar had racks to carry either a mortar or a machine gun, turning the whole
vehicle into a mobile weapons platform. These vehicles were primarily used in Kradschützen units
– mobile motorbike forces within Panzer divisions. They were also sometimes used by
paratroopers, who carried them in the holds of Junkers 52 transports.
Zundapp KS750
The Zundapp company’s answer to the R75, the KS750 was another German heavy military
motorbike. With a similar layout and size of engine to the R75, as well as a standardized sidecar,
there was little to differentiate the KS750 from the BMW model. It served in the same roles, again
carrying either a mortar or a machine gun mounted on the sidecar.
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CHAIRMANS CHATTER
Hi Everyone,
Well here we are into the third month of the year, you have no doubt noticed that the evenings are
drawing out a bit and the plants are beginning to bud so spring must be just around the corner, we
would believe it more if it was not for the rain, but I digress it seems that there are quite a few
members who have not renewed their membership yet, I would ask those of you who intend to
renew to kindly do so as soon as possible and those of you who do not wish to renew this will be
your final newsletter.
Don't forget next month we have Paul Stickler coming along to give us one of his talks. This one is
about the Kray Twins so it should be good. Well that's me about done for this month so make sure
you all drive and ride with care and will see you soon.
Doug.
BIKE CLUB NEWS
I have been toying with the idea of getting the odd person to come along &give us a talk either in
the form of a demonstration or perhaps someone who has had a motor bike sporting career &
would like to share their experiences with us.If any one of you knows of anybody or has any ideas
let me know. We used to have the odd one some years ago & I think it would be good for us to
have something to look forward to every now & again. Let me know your ideas.
Doug.
CREAM TEA RUN
This year’s run will be on Sunday June 28th there will be an entry form in the next Wessex Ways
so this is just a heads up so you can put the date in your diary.
Doug.

HOLLY RUN ON JANUARY 12th 2020
Approximately 39 members met up at the Ferndown Forest Golf Club on a reasonably bright and
sunny day. After swift refreshments, we were handed the route instructions and then we all set off
in various vehicles (some classics) at 11-45 am.
Due to my wife being away in London visiting her mum, I was without a navigator, so had to make
do. Having got back on to the A31, we turned right into Boundry Lane and headed towards Avon
and Sopley passing Matchams. Crossed over the Avon Causeway and headed towards Ripley,
trying to avoid the many cyclists sharing the single track roads. On towards Bransgore and
eventually into Burley, past the Queen’s Head Pub on to a very narrow road eventually ending up
on the A35 for a short distance and then turning right towards Rhinefield and on towards
Brockenhurst via the Ornamental Drive. When I arrived in Brockenhurst it all went wrong for me as
I thnk I missed a turning. Never fear, I cheated and keyed in the post code of The Holmsley Tea
Rooms (the lunch stop) into the good old sat-nav but that turned out to be a disaster as it led up a
dead end, but eventually I got there and I think apart from two other members (who never got
there) I was the last to arrive.
We all enjoyed a delightful lunch and much banter. I would like to thank Doug for organising the
event and Christine and David Fletcher, Janet and Paul Palmer for organising the route.
Dennis Jones.

BOOK SALE
th

At the Car Club Night on Tuesday 12 May we will
be having a
Book Sale in aid of Club funds.
Please bring along any books in good condition which you
are happy to
part with, and your purse or wallet to buy some to take
home!
Hardbacks or paperbacks, brochures or magazines, as long as they are in good readable
condition.
All books will be priced at 25p and all sales will go towards your club funds.
Any remaining books will be passed on to a charity to enable them to make good use of our
leftovers.
Please support this sale and if it is successful we could hold
other similar
events in the future.
Thank you,
Your Committee.

CALENDAR OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS
March 10th – Bingo Night – prizes to be won !
April 14th – Speaker :- Paul Stickler on ‘The Kray Twins’.
May 12th – Noggin and Natter – Book Sale.
June 9th – ‘Cars and Bikes in the Field’ Night – more prizes.
June 28th – Cream Tea Run.

WVPC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman – Doug Cronk – duggcronk@btinternet.com – 01202 895387
Secretary – Janet Palmer – familypalmer29@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Dennis Jones – djones4990@gmail.com – 01202 280625
Treasurer’ Support – Christine Jones
Membership Secretary – Christine Fletcher
Website Administrator – Dennis Jones – djones4990@gmail.com
Events Co-ordinator – Peter Fletcher
Wessex Ways Editor – Dennis Jones – djones4990@gmail.com
Committee Member – Mo Cronk

Ferndown Classic & Custom Car Show 2020
on the King George V Playing Field
Open to all Classic and Custom Cars, Motorbikes and Commercials
Saturday 20th June 2020
We ask that all vehicles should be 20 or more years of age, or younger if
of special interest or customised.
It is free to show your vehicle if you register in advance. If you wish to
receive a special non-metallic commemorative plaque we ask a £2 donation. If you choose not to book in advance and
to come on the day, there will be a charge of £2 which would include a free commemorative plaque.
To enter :-Please read the conditions on the back of this notice then complete the form. Return it before
15th June 2020 to the address on the application form along with your payment.
Later applications may be accepted if space permits.
Please ask for availability of Club Stands.
Ideally, we ask that vehicles should arrive at the field via Cherry Grove [follow signs to the Ferndown Leisure
Centre] between 9.45am and 10.15am and remain on the field as long as possible.
We advise you keep a photocopy of the form for your information. Once we have received your form and optional
payment we will send you a show pass in good time for the event.

Rotary Club of Ferndown, Ferndown Town Council and the King George V Field Charity accept no responsibility for any personal injury or for
any damage to, or loss of vehicles or personal effects incurred by exhibitors or their guests as a result of attendance at the show.

