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The XK140 was introduced in late 1954 and sold as a 1955 model. Exterior changes that 
distinguished it from the XK120 included more substantial front and rear bumpers with overriders, 
and flashing turn signals (operated by a switch on the dash) above the front bumper. 

The grille remained the same size but became a one-piece cast unit with fewer, and broader, 
vertical bars. The Jaguar badge was incorporated into the grille surround. A chrome trim strip ran 
along the centre of the bonnet and boot lid. An emblem on the boot lid contained the words 
"Winner Le Mans 1951–3". 

The interior was made more comfortable for taller drivers by moving the engine, firewall and dash 
forward to give 3 inches (76 mm) more legroom. Two 6-volt batteries, one in each front wing were 
fitted to the Fixed Head Coupe, but Drop Heads and the Open Two Seater had a single 12-volt 
battery installed in the front wing on the passenger side. 

The XK140 was powered by the William Heynes designed 3.4 litre Jaguar XK double overhead 
camshaft inline-6 engine, with the Special Equipment modifications from the XK120, which raised 
the specified power by 10 bhp to 190 bhp (142 kW) gross at 5500 rpm, as standard. The optional 
C-Type cylinder head carried over from the XK120 catalogue, and produced 210 bhp (157 kW) 
gross at 5750 rpm. 

When fitted with the C-type head, 2-inch sand-cast H8 carburettors, heavier torsion bars and twin 
exhaust pipes, the car was designated XK140 SE in the UK and XK140 MC in North America. 

In 1956 the XK140 became the first Jaguar sports car to be offered with automatic transmission. 
As with the XK120, wire wheels and dual exhausts were options, with most XK140s imported into 
the United States having the optional wheels. Cars with the standard disc wheels 
had spats (fender skirts) over the rear wheel opening. Factory spec 6.00 × 16 inch crossply tyres 
or optional 185VR16 Pirelli Cinturato CA67 radials could be fitted on either 16 × 5K½ solid wheels 
or 16 × 5K (special equipment) wire wheels. 
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BROUGH SUPERIOR 
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Early models include the Brough Superior Mark I Sidevalve, Mark I Overhead, Mark II Standard 
and Mark II Sports. Early to mid manufacture included the Overhead 500, 680 S.V. Junior, and 
750 Side Valve, but these were not popular and were dropped from production. 

The following four models represent the bulk of manufacture. Most were custom built to order and 
many variations were made: 

 The SS100 (Super Sports), powered by J.A.P. (J. A. Prestwich of Tottenham) 
or Matchless 1000 cc overhead valve V-twin engines. Approximately 383 were manufactured 
from 1924 to 1940. 

 The SS80 (Super Sports), powered by J.A.P. or Matchless 1,000 cc sidevalve V-twin 
engines. Approximately 1,086 were manufactured from 1922 to 1940. 

 The 680 O.H.V., powered by J.A.P. 680 cc overhead valve V-twin. Approximately 547 were 
manufactured from 1926 to 1936. 

 The 11.50, powered by J.A.P 1096 cc sidevalve 60° V-twin engines. These were primarily 
designed for sidecar and police use. Approximately 308 were manufactured from 1933 to 
1940. The model name refers to the horsepower rating of the engine, 11 RAC (Royal 
Automobile Club), 50 bhp (37 kW). In reality these engines produced under 30 bhp (under 
22 kW). Tax horsepower ratings were required by manufactures for tax purposes. RAC HP 
equals the piston diameter squared times the number of cylinders divided by 2.5. 

Brough Superior produced many other experimental, show, and racing models. These include: 

 Golden Dream. This was powered by a vertically stacked twin crankshaft opposed four 
cylinder engine. George Brough called this a "flat vertical" engine, which used a shaft final 
drive. The bike was finished in gold paint for the London Motorcycle Show. It was unveiled at 
the motorcycle show at Earls Court in 1938. 

 Brough Superior Austin Four or BS4. This bike was powered by a modified Austin 7 
automobile engine and transmission. As the prop-shaft of the automotive transmission 
emerged in the centre of the motorcycle's driveline, George Brough used two rear wheels 
mounted to a central, cast final drive unit. As the rear wheels were within 24" of each other, the 
Brough Superior 3-wheeler was legally considered a 'motorcycle' in the UK. It remains the only 
motorcycle in history to use this configuration. The Brough-Austin Four was intended for 
sidecar use, although one was ordered without a sidecar by journalist Hubert Chantry, who 
had borrowed a factory show model for use in the Land's End Trial of 1932.[6] 10 examples 
were built. 

George Brough was known for his dedication to his vehicles and customers. He, and later Albert 
Wallis, continued to service Brough Superiors after production ceased, making parts until 1969. To 
all intents and purposes production of bikes never resumed after WWII. 
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MY KIT CAR HISTORY and BUILDS by Dennis Jones (Editor) 

I started my working career as a radio and tv engineer in 1959 (black & white days) and 
progressed to being a computer engineer in 1970 until I retired in 2008. I have always been 
interested in things mechanical and have always messed about with cars since my first purchase 
of a Morris 8 Series E in 1961 for £25. I decided to build my first kit car in 1983, it was a Dutton 
Phaeton, which I never completed, due to the fact it wasn’t the best of kits. Luckily I was able to 
sell it for more or less what I paid for it less the engine which I hadn’t installed in it. 

My next purchase was a Westfield 7 Se (Lotus 7 Replica) in 1986, much better quality and mine 
was chassis no 96 so very early days. I remember picking up the kit from the Westfield factory at 
Kingswinford with a Ford Sierra Estate, the chassis was tied on the roof rack and the rest of the kit 
inside the car. I progressed down the M5 at a steady pace and had many weird looks from other 
drivers. The build took me about 6 months and the engine was also a kit from a company called 
RJD. It was a 1600 cc Ford 711 block bored out to 1760 cc had twin 40 Webers and lightened 
flywheel and many other extras. Originally I fitted a four speed Ford gearbox but later upgraded to 
a type N 5 speed variety, I also changed the differential to a higher ratio. I kept this car until 1999 
but then decided to get something with doors instead of having to climb over the side to get in and 
out especially with the roof on. 

I then bought my present kit a GCS Hawke (Morgan Replica), you had the choice of two engine 
options, either 2 litre Ford Pinto or Rover 3.5 litre V8. I opted for the Rover V8 version and 
managed to get hold of a SD1 engine and gearbox at a reasonable price. I stripped the engine 
down whilst I was waiting for the kit to arrive, everything was standard, I got a quote for £1000 for 
re-bore and crank re-grind so I decided not to go down that route. In the end I spent about £250 on 
parts, piston rings, camshaft, camshaft drive sprockets and chain, new big end shells and mains, 
new water pump and various gaskets etc. I worked on the assumption that even if it lasted 10000 
miles I would be in pocket, as it turned out the engine has since done 45000 miles with very little 
work. The engine just had 2 SU carburettors as I didn’t want the complication of fuel injection. 

I obtained a written off 1800 cc Ford Sierra as a donor vehicle and stripped it of all the parts I 
needed for the build, namely rear axle, front suspension legs and hubs, heater, steering rack and 
column, handbrake, brake servo and wheels for temporary use. I picked up the Hawke kit from 
Tonbridge in Kent in October 1999. The original SD1 Had a diff ratio of 3.1 to 1 and the diff in the 
Sierra was 3.69 to 1 but I managed to get a re-built Sierra diff with a 3.1.to1 ratio which means that 
in 5th gear at 70 mph the engine is only doing 2000 rpm. BHP is only about 160 but the torque is 
quite high at about 200 ft/.lbs so with a total weight of about one ton you don’t need to change 
gear that often. As to top speed I did manage to get it up to 129 mph on the A1 in France but then 
the aerodynamics took over and had to slow down. The front suspension are the original Sierra 
legs with the spring and shocks removed and a Ford Transit coupling is used to attach the 
remainder to a seesaw arrangement with inboard coil over shock absorbers. The rear setup are 
fabricated lower wishbones with upright coil over shocks. I had to have a prop shaft made up to 
suit. The radiator was from an MGB V8. The fuel tank was fabricated in aluminium and hold 14 
gallons and as the car averages at 27 mpg it is good for 350 miles on a full tank. New 14 inch 
TSW alloy wheel were purchased. The wiring and loom I made up myself, the instruments were 
provided by ETB The dashboard is imitation walnut. I had the car sprayed professionally. 

The car when it was finished had to go for an SVA test where they check weight, tyre ratings, 
noise level, no sharp edges, light positions and loads of other things. It unfortunately failed on 
quite a few items but luckily two months later after a lot of work it passed on the re-test. 

The car since built has done 4 trips to Spain, about 8 to France, Black Forest in Germany and 
many trips around the UK. I hope you may have found this article interesting as I thought it might 
provoke some interest in some of our members providing me with a similar article on their 
motoring history. Photographs on next page.         Dennis. 



     
 

     
 

         
 

                                   



THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE HAS BEEN REPRODUCED BY KIND PERMISSION 
OF THE AUSTIN HERITAGE CLUB 

 
SCIENTIFIC TESTING 
 
KW has sent in the following piece which outlines some scientific testing (?), carried out under 
laboratory conditions (?), by one of his North London Austins chums: 
 
Following the appearance of the E5 labels on every petrol pump, Alan  decided to carry out some 
simple tests with Shell V Power and Regular grades using empty 1½ -litre Coca-Cola bottles (yes, 
he's often high on Coke!), starting at the beginning of February.   
 
The bottles were placed at the back of an open-fronted barn, subjected to daylight but not direct 
sun, well away from any source of ignition.  Each sample was about   ¾ litre, starting at the lower 
embossed line on the waist of the bottle.  The first pair were in complete bottles just with the lids 
off.  Over a period of four weeks evaporation was exponential, down to about halfway.  At the end 
of the period there was just a small amount of heavier liquor in the "feet" of each bottle, where the 
ethanol had reacted with atmospheric moisture.   
 
Next test was with the tops cut off the bottles at the full diameter and over the four weeks the level 
dropped about 75-80% and there was more liquor at the bottom of each bottle.  The quantity in 
each fuel was the same, confirming that both grades have similar quantities of ethanol in them.   
 
Lastly, to try to emulate fuel tank conditions, a bottle with the same quantity of V Power in it 
but having a cap on with a 1/16" hole in it has been placed in the garage alongside his Austin.  At 
the time of writing, after three weeks, the drop in level is imperceptible and there is no sign of 
liquor at the bottom.  Keep watching....!   
 
The car is not being used at the moment and unlikely to be for some time.  The tank was filled just 
before everything began to be cancelled! 
 
The observations on the bottle samples are mine and the results stand for themselves. But any 
comments I make regarding the fuel in the car and its effects thereon are my experience only and 
may not be typical. 
 

CHAIRMANS CHATTER 

Hi Everybody,   
 

Firstly I must thank Dennis for taking the time to compile this mini magazine, we thought that it 
would be a good way for us just to let you know that we are still here. 
I trust that all of you out there are all ok, I reckon that all those jobs that have been put on the back 
burner are now  complete and I expect that you are all thinking of starting other jobs, if you are and 
you can’t think of anything give me a ring I am sure that I could find you something to do. 
Just to let you know that Mo & Myself have been blessed with another Grandson during the last 
week, he is our 18th grandchild and the last, he weighed in at 8lb and both mum and son are 
doing ok, that’s enough of me self indulging, 
Needless to tell you that as soon as any restrictions are lifted to allow us to all get together then 
we will no doubt arrange some form of a run. In the meantime you all take extra care.  
Drive & Ride with care.                                                                                                     Doug. 
                                               ....................................................... 
                                                                                                                                      
Won’t you kiss me doctor, asks a beautiful woman .No it would be against my code of ethics says 
the doctor. Please said the woman just one kiss, begs the woman. It’s completely out of the 
question he goes on. I should not even be having sex with you !!!!! 


