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VEHICLE OF THE MONTH 
 
WOLSELEY 1500 AND RILEY ONE-POINT-FIVE 

 

                    
 

The Riley One-Point-Five and similar Wolseley 1500 are automobiles which were produced 
by Riley and Wolseley respectively from 1957 to 1965. They utilised the Morris Minor floorpan, 
suspension and steering but were fitted with the larger 1,489 cc (90.9 cu in) B-Series 
engine and MG Magnette gearbox. The two models were differentiated by nearly 20 hp (15 kW), 
the Riley having twin SU carburettors giving it the more power at 68 hp (50 kW). The Wolseley 
was released in April 1957 and the Riley was launched in November, directly after the 
1957 London Motor Show. 

The Series II was released in May 1960. The most notable external difference was the hidden boot 
and bonnet hinges. Interior storage was improved with the fitting of a full width parcel shelf directly 
beneath the fascia. 

The Series III was introduced in October 1961, featuring revisions to the grille and rear lights. 

In October 1962 the cars received the more robust crank, bearing and other details of the larger 
1,622 cc unit now being fitted in the Austin Cambridge and its "Farina" styled clones. Unlike the 
Farina models, however, the Wolseley 1500 and Riley One-Point-Five retained the 1,489cc engine 
size with which they had been launched back in 1957. 

A Wolseley 1500 was tested by the British magazine The Motor in 1957. It was found to have a 
top speed of 76.7 mph (123.4 km/h) and could accelerate from 0-60 mph (97 km/h) in 24.8 
seconds. A fuel consumption of 36.6 miles per imperial gallon (7.7 L/100 km; 30.5 mpg-US) was 
recorded. The test car cost £758 including taxes of £253. A Riley One-Point-Five was tested by 
the British magazine The Motor in 1961. It was found to have a top speed of 82.4 mph 
(132.6 km/h) and could accelerate from 0-60 mph (97 km/h) in 18.9 seconds. A fuel consumption 
of 29.8 miles per imperial gallon (9.5 L/100 km; 24.8 mpg-US) was recorded. The test car cost £815 
including taxes of £240. In its day, the Riley was successfully raced and rallied and can still be 
seen today in historical sporting events. 
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CHAIRMANS CHATTER 
 

Hi Everyone, 

Hope that you are all keeping well and staying safe, I have heard so much about this Covid virus 
and how quick it can spread & how it is affecting people in the north of the country that it’s 
becoming serious again, then you hear that if you follow guidelines you will all be ok, so it boils 
down to common sense and it would appear that this is in short supply. 

Now on to a more serious note and that’s the fact that we will not be able to hold any Club nights 
in the near future due to the rule of six, but we will do our best to keep you up to date with anything 
that is likely to happen via the Website or the Magazine. 

As you know we held the AGM at the Organford Classic Show on Saturday 10th October, the 
outcome was that the committee will remain as is for the following year, you will see other things in 
relation to the AGM elsewhere written by others who know more about it than me. 

The show itself was a really good show considering it was the first one and it was held in very 
trying times so congratulations to all involved who took the chance to go ahead. I believe there is 
talk of it becoming an annual event and I think that would be a good thing and I am sure that we 
will have a club stand there in the future. Well that’s me done for now so make sure that you all 
stay safe and drive safe. 

I thought that I would take this opportunity to thank on behalf of you all and extra thanks from me 
to the Committee, in my time as Chairman the present team are the best I have had and they 
have made it so much more fun and not so much of a chore, I think extra thanks to Dennis for   
taking on the role of editor and doing it in fine style. 

Doug. 

 

CLASSIC CAR AND BIKE AUCTION  

 
It is to confirm the next Classic Car & Bike auction will be held at our Standerwick auction site by 
the A36 near Frome on 22 Oct 2020, in case it might be of interest to your members.    
The auction already includes :-  
Bikes:  a very significant quantity of Vincent motorcycle equipments, a 2011 Moto-Guzzi, a 1989 
BMW R100S, a 1955 Matchless, a 2003 Harley-Davidson, a 1988 Honda 500 and a 2004 Triumph 
Bonneville T100. 
Four Wheels: a Lotus Esprit, two Morris Minors and seven Land Rovers. 
  
 Viewings by appointment on the preceding Monday-Wednesday.   
   
Please address queries to our Sales Room team on 01373 852419,  
salerooms@cooperandtanner.co.uk  
 
                                                             JOKES  
 

Apparently I snore so loudly that it scares everyone in the car I'm driving. 
 

My wife had her driver's test the other day. She got 8 out of 10. The other 2 guys 
jumped clear. 
 
A dad is washing the car with his son. After a moment, the son asks his father, "Do 
you think we could use a sponge instead ? 
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SOME PHOTOS FROM ORGANFORD CLASSIC SHOW ON 10/11TH OCTOBER 2020 
 

           
 
 

      
 

           
 

       


