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‘WESSEX WAYS’ JANUARY 2021
CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER
Hi Everyone.
Another year has passed and we are all hoping that the next one will be a lot better than the last,
we would all like to get out and about as we are used to, but after the initial euphoria of the
vaccine, along came another strain of the virus that appeared to plunge us all back into doom and
gloom.
There is nothing we can do to stop this terrible virus except to abide by the rules await the letter
then go for the jab, I hope that all members will get it reasonably quickly, I reckon that it won’t be
long, from what I hear old farts are top of the pile so were all in with a chance. What will the next
year hold for clubs like ours we don’t know, as the chairman all I can tell you is that myself and the
committee are resolute and we will continue to try and keep you all informed and up to date with
what we are able to do, even if it’s a crafty fish and chip get together.
All that remains for me to do is to thank all of you who took the trouble to send us a Christmas
card and for those who never sent one I do of course know who you are. On a more serious note
we wish you all a prosperous New Year, stay safe keep your distance and look after yourselves
and as always drive with care and I really hope we can all meet again soon.
Doug.

REMINDER ABOUT MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
Please note this will be the last issue of the Newsletter you will receive if you have not
renewed you membership by the end of January 2021.
Membership renewals are due for 2021 for those members who have not yet renewed the
following message is from the Committee :As you are all very aware, 2020 has not been the year we would have wanted. Car shows and
opportunities to get out and about in/on our pride and joy have been few and far between. Without
our monthly Club nights at Cobham and Bloxworth it has been difficult to catch up with friends and
like minded Club members.
With this in mind, we would like to do something special to thank all of the Club members who paid
their membership subscription for 2020 and joined us on the couple of occasions that we have
been able to get together. So, for 2021, those Club members who were fully paid up for the
previous year can enjoy HALF PRICE membership renewal! Yes you read it right, HALF PRICE !
Single membership will be £7.50 and joint membership £10 for 2021 only. Please support your
Club and take advantage of this anniversary offer.

VEHICLE OF THE MONTH
FORD PREFECT

PREFECT 100E

PREFECT 107E

PREFECT 100E
In 1953 a much redesigned Ford Prefect was introduced alongside the similar Ford Anglia and
remained in production until 1959. Externally, the Prefect can be distinguished from the Anglia by
having vertical bars on the radiator grille and four doors. The old separate chassis had gone,
replaced by integral construction, and coil independent front suspension supplanted the transverse
leaf spring. Girling hydraulic brakes were fitted, initially 7 in drums but quickly increased to 8 in
(200 mm) A new side-valve engine of 1172 cc engine was fitted having the same bore, stroke and
layout of the previous engine, but in all other respects completely different - changes included
adjustable tappets, raising the compression ratio from 6.3:1 to 7:1 and larger inlet valves, resulting
in the power output increasing by 20% to 36 bhp. Inside there were separate front seats trimmed in
PVC with leather as an option and two circular instruments in front of the driver one containing the
speedometer and the other, fuel and water temperature gauges. De Luxe models from the second
dashboard update in 1959 included glove box locks. The gear change was floor-mounted. The
heater was an optional extra. The windscreen wipers were powered by the inlet manifold vacuum;
when the engine was working hard, the vacuum fell away and the wipers slowed or stopped. The
dashboard was revised twice; the binnacle surrounding the steering column was replaced by a
central panel with twin dials towards the driver's side in 1956; the last from 1959 had twin dials in a
binnacle in front of the driver and 'magic ribbon' AC speedometer similar to the 1957 E-series
Vauxhall Velox/Cresta and '58/'59 PA models.
PREFECT 107E
The Prefect 107E utilized a reworked 100E body with the then-new 997 cc (60.8 cu in) overhead
valve engine, four-speed gearbox and 'banjo' style rear end from the Anglia 105E, produced to
offer a four-door model until replaced by the Ford Consul Classic. 38,154 were made, most of
them in a two-tone colour scheme and deluxe trim. Drum brakes of 8 in (200 mm) diameter were
fitted, hydraulically operated, and the suspension was independent at the front using MacPherson
struts. The rear driven axle used semi elliptic leaf springs. The steering mechanism used a worm
and peg system.
On test, The Motor magazine recorded a top speed of 73 mph (117 km/h) and acceleration from 060 mph (97 km/h) in 27.2 seconds. A "touring" fuel consumption of 36 miles per gallon (imperial)
was recorded. On the home market, it cost £621, including taxes of £183.
Optional extras included a heater, windscreen washers, radio and leather upholstery to replace the
standard PVC.

VELOCETTE LE

MK 2 POLICE OR “NODDY BIKE”

MK 111

MARK 1
The Velocette LE was launched at the British International Motor Show at Earls Court in 1948 as
the "Motorcycle for Everyman". With a 149 cc four-stroke, side-valve, water-cooled, horizontally
opposed twin-cylinder engine, the LE also had a radiator and was fitted with coil ignition to help
starting. The hand change three-speed gearbox, engine and clutch were contained in special
castings, and final drive was by a shaft mounted in a swing frame with adjustable suspension.
Aluminium leg shields were designed to keep the rain off, and footboards gave it a scooter feel.
The only instrument was a speedometer. To reduce noise and vibration the pressed aluminium
frame was lined with soundproofing felt. The water-cooled engine was well silenced, and riders
reported that sometimes they only knew the engine was running by checking the ignition light.
Carrying capacity was boosted by quickly detachable panniers and a glove compartment in front of
the petrol tank. All this made the Mk I LE expensive, however, at £126 compared with the BSA
Bantam at £76. The odd looks also meant that it did not appeal to the usual motorcycle buyer.
MARK 2
Launched in 1951 the Mk II had a 192 cc (11.7 cu in) engine, giving an extra 2 hp (1.5 kW), and
strengthened bearings. The clutch was upgraded, and an Amal 363 monobloc carburetor replaced
the standard unit. The rear swinging arm was uprated with cast aluminium to improve rigidity, and
the brakes were improved. The petrol tank capacity was also increased from 1.25 to 1.62 imperial
gallons (5.7 to 7.4 litres; 1.50 to 1.95 US gallons).
A breakthrough for Velocette was when over fifty British Police forces decided to use the LE for
patrols and ordered more than half the production. Ex-police machines can be identified by the
after market fittings for the police radio. These include the manufacturers data plate being moved
to the headstock, the word 'POLICE' stamped under the generator cover and a distinctive V
shaped pressing riveted in front of the seat. This was designed to keep rainwater out of the battery
compartment.
MARK 3
In 1958, Velocette launched the Mk III LE with a foot-operated gear change and a conventional
kick start. An extra gear was added, together with 18-inch-diameter (460 mm) wheels. The
instrumentation was relocated to the head lamp, and the petrol capacity was increased from a
meagre 1.25 to 1.62 imperial gallons (5.7 to 7.4 l; 1.50 to 1.95 US gal). On 3 February 1971, the
company went into voluntary liquidation. The very last motorcycles made in the Velocette factory
were LE’s.
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