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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 
Hi Everyone. 
 

Another month in lockdown goes by, but there does appear to be a little more hope that things 
really will get back to more normal, hopefully sooner rather than later, plus it would appear that the 
vaccine is reasonably good against all variants. 

I guess that most of the members have had their first jab, I trust all went well with no problems, 
talking of the jab we have a centre at the little St Leonards hospital where the locals can go for 
their jab, so when it got to my turn I was a bit miffed that I had to go all the way to the BIC !! 

But in the grand scheme of things it was not a worry and I found the whole experience was carried 
out very well, although in general I do not talk politics I am pleased that I am not waiting for a jab 
on the other side of the Channel !!! 

Now back to normal we do our best to let you know that the Club is still ticking over and we can’t 
wait to get going again, I have a few ideas but I will not say to much as I have to chat to the rest of 
the Committee but will keep you up to date, although I did think that if and when at all possible       
I might go ahead and arrange another fish and chip night, meanwhile you all take care stay safe, 
drive safely and I hope to see you soon.  

Doug 

 

Austin Seven Club’s Association 

The Austin Seven Clubs’ Association – Week-long event will celebrate the Austin 7 centenary in 
2022 To mark 100 years since the 1922 launch of the Austin 7 motor car, the Austin Seven Clubs' 
Association will hold a week of festivities centred on the Fire Service College at Moreton-in-Marsh, 
Gloucestershire. 

 The event will take place from Tuesday 19th to Sunday 24th July 2022. Austin 7 enthusiasts from 
all over the world are expected to attend and it is anticipated that the culmination of the celebration 
will be a rally of over 1,000 Austin 7s. The venue is ideally situated in the heart of England, with 
high quality on-site accommodation, first class catering, entertainment, and leisure facilities, and 
extensive grounds with areas that will be set aside for camping, caravans, motorhomes and car 
trailers. A full programme of activities and entertainments, runs, and displays - for the enjoyment of 
all generations - will be on offer, making the Centenary celebration an ideal holiday destination for 
Austin 7 owners and their families. Details will be published in due course on the website: 
https://a7centenary.com/ Register on the site now to receive email news updates about the 
ongoing planning of this wonderful centenary week and begin your plans to join what promises to 
be the largest and most memorable gathering of Austin 7s ever seen ! 
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Chassis 

The Austin 7 was considerably smaller than the Ford Model T. The wheelbase was only 6 ft 
3 inches (1.905 m), and the track only 40 inches (1.016 m). Equally it was lighter – less than half 
the Ford's weight at 794 pounds (360 kg). The engine required for adequate performance was 
therefore equally reduced and the 747 cc sidevalve was quite capable with a modest actual 10 hp 
output. The chassis took the form of an "A" with the engine mounted between the channel sections 
at the narrow front end. The rear suspension was by quarter elliptic springs cantilevered from the 
rear of the chassis while at the front the beam axle had a centrally mounted half elliptic transverse 
spring. Brakes were on all wheels but at first the front brakes were operated by the handbrake and 
the rear by the footbrake, becoming fully coupled in 1930. In late 1931 the chassis was lengthened 
by 6" with a corresponding increase in the rear track. Steering is by worm and wheel mechanism. 

Engine and transmission 

The original 1922 four-cylinder Austin Seven engine had a bore of 2.125" (54mm) and stroke of 3" 
(76mm), giving a capacity of 696 cc and RAC rating of 7.2 hp. From March 1923 the bore was 
increased to 2.2" (56mm) giving 747 cc and 10.5 hp. The side-valve engine was composed of an 
aluminium crankcase, cast iron cylinder block and cast iron cylinder head. Cooling was 
by thermosiphon, without a water pump, and the dynamo was driven from the timing gears. The 
big end bearings were lubricated by jets from an oil gallery in the crankcase, the oil striking the 
crankshaft webs which were drilled accordingly. Originally the journal diameter was 1.125"; this 
was later increased to 1.3125". The three bearing engine (from 1936) used a white metal centre 
bearing. The splash-lubricated crankshaft (pressure fed on some sports models) at first ran in two 
bearings (two ball bearings at the front, roller at the back) changing to three in 1936. An electric 
starter was fitted from November 1923. The early cars used magneto ignition, but this was 
changed to coil in 1928. The 3-speed and reverse gearbox was bolted to the back of the engine 
and had a variety of ratios depending on the application: touring, sports, racing and trials. A four-
speed gearbox was introduced in 1932 and in 1933 synchromesh was added to third and top 
ratios extending to second gear in 1934. 

The back axle was of spiral bevel type with ratios between 4.4:1 and 5.6:1 with 4.9:1 being the 
most common until the 1930s. A short torque tube ran forward from the differential housing to a 
bearing and bracket on the rear axle cross member. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Model_T
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford_Model_T
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidevalve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worm_gear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thermosiphon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magneto_ignition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synchromesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiral_bevel_gear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torque_tube
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Differential_(mechanical_device)


Government  ban on sale of new cars with internal combustion engines from 
2030  –  This article reproduced from the FBHVC 

 
The UK Government has revealed plans to ban the sale of new petrol and diesel cars by 2030 
followed by the same sanctions being placed on all hybrid vehicles five years later, in 2035. 
The move is part of the UK Government’s £12 billion strategy for stimulating green industry and 
quite naturally has caused huge concern within the motor industry. The UK Government has 
promised a £1.3 billion investment in establishing a charging infrastructure across the country to 
service the demands of the new electric vehicles. 
 

The move suggests that Government policy will still support the use of private vehicles as a mode 
of daily transport, but not when they are required to be powered by fossil fuels. 
The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs must consider the implications of this policy on the 
historic vehicle movement from the point of view of our need to focus solely on protecting the 
freedoms to use heritage transport on the UK’s roads, unhindered. The Federation is not 
concerning itself with debating the ‘for and against’ arguments around certain technologies and 
power sources for new vehicles used purely for commuting and functional transportation purposes. 
Indeed, it may well be that in a couple of decade’s time, the early Nissan Leaf and Tesla models 
for example will be joining the ranks of historically important vehicles and referred to as ‘classic 
cars.’  So, we must recognise that electric vehicles have been as much a part of the history and 
heritage of road transport as they are its future. 
 
The main focus points of the Federation’s activities in light of the announcement of the intended 
2030 ban on the sale of new ICE vehicles will be limited to :- 
a) Ensuring the ban on new vehicles does not extend to restrictions on the use of pre-existing 
vehicles powered by fossil fuels. In particular, historic vehicles over 30 years old and ‘future 
historic vehicles’ yet to reach the rolling 30-year classification of historic. 
b) Monitoring the effects of changing mainstream consumer demand for petrol and diesel on the 
accessibility and affordability of fuel supplies for vehicles requiring fossil fuels. 
c) Lobbying for the protection of fossil fuel supplies long into the future to service historic vehicles. 
The Federation urges caution amongst the historic vehicle community not to ‘panic’ that historic 
vehicles are in some way about to be made obsolete or unusable as a result of the announcement 
of these intended UK Government bans. 
 

 As the 2020 National Historic Vehicle Survey has revealed, there are more than 1.5 million 
historic vehicles registered in the UK and therefore they represent a material element of our 
National Heritage. Additionally, the historic vehicle sector contributes a huge £7.2 billion to the UK 
economy through highly skilled jobs that will be a vital part of the regeneration of the UK’s 
economy post pandemic and post Brexit. 
 

Despite that huge financial input into the health of our country, the National Historic Vehicle 
Survey also shows us that the use of historic vehicles only contributes to 0.2% of the total annual 
miles driven in the UK. That amount of road use is very small in the overall aim to reduce carbon 
emissions to levels safe for the health and future of the planet. Nonetheless, the Federation 
recently appointed an Environmental Director on our board, tasked specifically with monitoring, 
offsetting and measuring the carbon output of the historic vehicle movement. 
 

The strength in numbers that the historic vehicle community enjoys will help to ensure that we 
cannot be ignored or hindered without significant financial implications for the country. If we work 
together as a sector to encourage continued health, growth and skills for the future – the 
movement stands every chance of survival and the future of historic vehicles powered by internal 
combustion engines will be secured, regardless of what technology has in store for the future of 
road transport. 
 
Reproduced by kind permission of the FBHVC. 



Further to the article in last month’s Newsletter on the Velocette LE models, 

I received this article from Martin Garratt on the restoration of his LE. 

 

My LE 

Sounds like a triumph twin (not quite as fast). Looks like something a girl should ride and no hells 
angel would stand by let alone ride. 

Some of the modifications :- 

1951 Mk2 with Mk3 engine and 4 speed gear box but still hand change and hand start. 

Twin exhausts, Twin carburettors foot control, 12V electrics, electronic ignition, petrol tank gauge. 

Bigger front brake (Jap), Indicators, stainless steel rims. 

Martin 

                                   

 

                                         ................................................................... 

First Lady, How is your diet going ? 

Second Lady, Very well I had eggs for breakfast. 

First Lady, Poached or scrambled ? 

Second Lady, Cadburys. 


