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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

Hi Everyone. 
 

Here we are another month closer to seeing you all in person, the progress being made with the 
vaccination is a step in the right direction, there are now dates for upcoming events and I think that 
the Club is hoping to have a Club stand at the Ferndown Fete in the field in June so we are 
looking forward to meeting up with as many of you who can make it. 

As you all realise the Club is no longer the size it was and we may have to think about finding a 
new venue for the Club Night as it is quite expensive and as the subscription for membership has 
not been increased we may not be able to carry on at the Cobham for much longer although for 
the time being we will remain there, will keep you informed, like I say there will soon be events 
taking place, there may be a list in this edition of the magazine. Meanwhile you all ride and drive 
with care and hope to see you all soon. 

Doug. 

 

FBHVC clarifies the introduction of E10 petrol for historic vehicle owners. 

 
After an extensive consultation process, the Department for Transport has announced that they 
will legislate to introduce E10 petrol as the standard 95-octane petrol grade by 1 September 2021. 
They will also require the higher-octane 97+ ‘Super’ grades to remain E5 to provide protection for 
owners of older vehicles. This product will be designated as the ‘Protection’ grade. 
 

The introduction of the 95-octane E10 grade and the maintenance of the Super E5 protection 
grade will be reviewed by the Government after 5 years to ensure they remain appropriate to the 
needs of the market. In relation to the E5 protection grade, such a review will examine market 
developments over the period. HM Government have sought to reassure FBHVC members and 
historic vehicle owners that, without a suitable alternative becoming available, it is highly likely the 
Super E5 protection grade would continue to be available. 
 

Filling stations that stock 2 grades of petrol and supply at least one million litres of fuel in total 
each year, will need to ensure one product is the Super E5 protection grade. While not all filling 
stations meet these criteria, almost all towns across the UK will have a filling station that supplies 
the ‘Super’ grade and currently one major retailer, a national supermarket group, has committed to 
offer the product. The main exception to this is in certain parts of the Highlands, north and west 
coast of Scotland, which will be covered by an exemption process and allowed to continue to 
market the 95-octane E5 grade. 
 

The Federation therefore recommends that all vehicles produced before 2000 and some vehicles 
from the early 2000s that are considered non-compatible with E10 - should use the Super E5 
Protection grade where the Ethanol content is limited to a maximum of 5%. To check compatibility 
of vehicles produced since 2000, we recommend using the new online E10 compatibility checker: 
https://www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-e10-petrol. 
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Carbon Neutrality and Historic Vehicles 
 
There is little we can do to alter the carbon emissions from our vehicles without destroying their 
historic integrity, but we need to look carefully at what we can do to counter global warming effect 
of exhaust gas. The historic context for our vehicles is ‘driving on the roads’ and the value of our 
cars is upheld by the ability to enjoy their use. They should not be just museum exhibits but to 
maintain this status, requires us do all we can to ensure public and governmental support. This 
means we must address carbon emissions. 
 

Carbon dioxide emissions is an issue for many sectors; aviation and shipping being obvious 
transport candidates, but home central heating and agriculture are also major contributors. It is 
helpful to look at the methods used to mitigate the environmental damage their carbon footprint 
causes. An industry is growing up to assist those using combustion engines and companies 
wishing to reduce or eliminate their footprint. All are using methods to reduce emissions, trade 
carbon or offset its damage. 
 

Historic vehicles are a small contributor to UK carbon dioxide emissions. DVLA data shows that 
there are 1.5 million historic vehicles in the UK and almost half are insured to allow use. In context, 
this is out of a total of about 38 million vehicles on the UK roads. Taking the example of historic 
cars in isolation, they are likely to emit about quarter of a million tonnes per year or just over 0.1% 
of the total UK car emissions. However, as our usage continues, more recent cars join the historic 
class, the percentage contribution will rise, even if emissions stay constant, because electric 
vehicles numbers will grow.   
 

Our historic vehicles use the engines appropriate to the vehicle. The engine is a core element in 
providing the vehicle with its identity and its historical integrity. We can ensure that vehicles 
produce no more carbon dioxide that is required by ensuring that the engine is correctly tuned but 
there is little we can do to further reduce emissions. We are aided by the FBHVC research carried 
out over recent months which gives a measure of average vehicle usage and can make an 
informed assessment of the scale of emissions by historic vehicles. This is valuable in persuading 
government that we are a small contributor to the much bigger carbon footprint of UK society. 
 

Carbon trading is a process of buying and selling rights to emit defined amounts of carbon dioxide. 
It is a scheme managed at governmental level and is based on the premise that large scale 
emitters can pay to for others to shoulder their emissions responsibility. Some commentators 
question whether this reduces carbon emissions or just shifts the problems to others. We have 
one planet and overall reduction is the sole test. This type of scheme is suited to major polluters in 
industry, shipping or aviation. It is unlikely to be cost effective for FBHVC or its members. 
 

Carbon offsetting is a process where emitters pay for mitigation of damage to the environment. 
The aim is an overall reduction in carbon dioxide by its removal or usage reduction. The methods 
deployed include absorption of carbon dioxide – usually by tree planting, forest or peat bog 
preservation or assisting communities that burn wood. This might be reductions in logging and 
felling for agriculture or by providing efficient stoves to deter tree destruction. 
 

FBHVC favours a scheme to offset the carbon dioxide produced by our historic vehicles. Currently 
we are evaluating several potential partners who could assist us. We are not equipped to 
undertake the land acquisition and forest management but will join other like-minded ventures. We 
are discussing offset plans that have UK based offset as a major feature. This will involve 
maintenance of existing landscape and planting of new. The likely cost, on an individual vehicle 
basis, is likely to be modest and it is our hope that many if not everyone will support the initiative. 
 

We will come forward with plan details this year which will include details of our chosen partners. 
The scheme will allow members the opportunity to donate that recognises carbon we produce 
based on the differences between the types of vehicle, the scale of use and fuel consumption. 
 
Reproduced with permission of the FBHVC. 



VEHICLE OF THE MONTH 
 
MK1 FORD CORTINA 
 

       
 

Using the project name of "Archbishop", management at Ford of Britain in Dagenham created a 
family-sized car which they could sell in large numbers. The chief designer was Roy Brown Jr., the 
designer of the Edsel, who had been banished to Dagenham following the failure of that car. The 
Cortina, aimed at buyers of the Morris Oxford Farina and Vauxhall Victor, was launched on 20 
September 1962. The car was designed to be economical, cheap to run and easy and inexpensive 
to produce in Britain. The front-wheel drive configuration used by Ford of Germany for the 
new Ford Taunus P4, a similarly sized model, was rejected in favour of traditional rear-wheel drive 
layout. Originally to be called Ford Consul 225, the car was launched as the Consul Cortina until a 
modest facelift in 1964, after which it was sold simply as the Cortina. 

The Cortina was available with 1200 and (from early 1963) 1500 four-cylinder engines with all 
synchromesh gearbox, in two-door and four-door saloon, as well as in five-door estate (from 
March 1963) forms. Standard, Deluxe, Super, and GT trims were offered but not across all body 
styles. Early Standard models featured a simple body coloured front grille, earning it the nickname 
'Ironbar', and large, round, 'Ban the Bomb' tail-light clusters. Since this version cost almost the 
same as the better equipped Deluxe it sold poorly and is very rare today. Options included heater 
and bench seat with column gearchange. Super versions of the estates offered the option 
of simulated wood side and tailgate trim.  

There were two main variations of the Mark 1. The Mark 1A possessed elliptical front side-lights, 
whereas the Mark 1B had a redesigned front grille incorporating the more rectangular side-light 
and indicator units. A notable variant was the Ford Cortina Lotus. 

The Cortina was launched a few weeks before the London Motor Show of October 1962 with a 
1198 cc three-bearing engine, which was an enlarged version of the 997 cc engine then fitted in 
the Ford Anglia. A few months later, in January 1963, the Cortina Super was announced with a 
five-bearing 1498 cc engine  Versions of the larger engine found their way into subsequent 
variations, including the Cortina GT which appeared in spring 1963 with lowered suspension and 
engine tuned to give a claimed output of 78 bhp (58 kW; 79 PS) ahead of the 60 bhp (45 kW; 
61 PS) claimed for the Cortina 1500 Super. The engines used across the Mark I range were of 
identical design, differing only in capacity and setup. The formula used was a four-cylinder 
pushrod (over head valve) design that came to be known as the "pre-crossflow" version as both 
inlet and exhaust ports were located on the same side of the head. The most powerful version of 
this engine (used in the GT Cortina) was 1498 cc (1500) and produced 78 bhp (58 kW). This 
engine contained a different camshaft profile, a different cast of head featuring larger ports, tubular 
exhaust headers and a Weber double barrel carburettor.                                                          (cont) 
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Advertising of the revised version, which appeared at the London Motor Show in October 1964, 
made much of the newly introduced "Aeroflow" through-flow ventilation, evidenced by the extractor 
vents on the rear pillars. A subsequent test on a warm day involving the four different Cortina 
models manufactured between 1964 and 1979 determined that the air delivery from the simple 
eyeball outlets on the 1964 Mark I Cortina was actually greater than that on the Mark II, the Mark 
III or the Mark IV The dashboard, instruments and controls were revised, for the second time, 
having already been reworked in October 1963 when round instruments replaced the oblong 
speedometer with which the car had been launched twelve years later, however, the painted steel 
dashboard, its "knobs scattered all over the place and its heater controls stuck underneath as a 
very obvious afterthought" on the 1964 Mark I Cortina was felt to have aged much less well than 
the car's ventilation system. It was also in 1964 that front disc brakes became standard across the 
range. 

Ford Cortina Lotus was offered only as a two-door saloon all in white with a contrasting green side 
flash down each flank. It had a unique 1558 cc twin-cam engine by Lotus, but based on the 
Cortina's Kent OHV engine. Aluminium was used for some body panels. For a certain time, it also 
had a unique A-frame rear suspension, but this proved fragile and the model soon reverted to the 
standard Cortina semi-elliptic rear end. 

SOME MORE ODDBALL PHOTOS 
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