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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

Hi Everyone. 
 

It seems that we are travelling towards the end of this dreadful pandemic, the reason I make this  
statement is that the provisional dates for the upcoming shows are beginning to appear, I have  
been lucky enough to have booked in for a couple, I am looking forward to seeing some of you  
soon. I am pleased that I will be able to write something more relevant to the Club in the upcoming
months instead of the rubbish that you have had to endure this past year. I want you all to stay  
alert and safe and both Mo and myself look forward to seeing you all real soon. 
                                                    

Doug. 

VEHICLE OF THE MONTH 

TRIUMPH HERALD 

                

Towards the end of the 1950s Standard-Triumph offered a range of two-seater Triumph sports 
cars alongside its Standard saloons, the Standard Eight and Standard Ten, powered by a small 
(803 cc or 948 cc) 4-cylinder engine, which by the late 1950s were due for an update. Standard-
Triumph therefore started work on the Herald. The choice of the Herald name suggests that the 
car was originally intended to be marketed as a Standard, as it fits the model-naming scheme of 
the time (Ensign, Pennant and Standard itself). But by 1959 it was felt that the Triumph name had 
more brand equity, and the Standard name was phased out in Britain after 1963. 

Giovanni Michelotti was commissioned to style the car by the Standard-Triumph board, 
encouraged by chief engineer Harry Webster, and quickly produced designs for a two-door saloon 
with a large glass area that gave 93 per cent all-round visibility in the saloon variant and the 
"razor-edge" looks to which many makers were turning. As Fisher & Ludlow, Standard-Triumph's 
body suppliers became part of an uncooperative British Motor Corporation, it was decided that the 
car should have a separate chassis rather than adopting the newer unitary construction. The main 
body tub was bolted to the chassis and the whole front end hinged forward to allow access to the 
engine. Every panel – including the sills and roof – could be unbolted from the car so that different 
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body styles could be easily built on the same chassis. As an addition to the original coupé and 
saloon models, a convertible was introduced in 1960.  

The Standard Pennant's 4-cylinder 948 cc OHV Standard SC engine and 4 speed manual 
gearbox was used with synchromesh on the top three gears and remote gear shift and driving the 
rear wheels. Most of the engine parts were previously used in the Standard 8/10. The rack and 
pinion steering afforded the Herald a tight 25-foot (7.6 m) turning circle. Coil and double-wishbone 
front suspension was fitted, while the rear suspension, a new departure for Triumph, offered 
"limited" independent springing via a single transverse leaf-spring bolted to the top of the final 
drive unit and swing axles. 

Instruments were confined to a single large speedometer with fuel gauge in the saloon (a 
temperature gauge was available as an option) on a dashboard of grey pressed fibreboard. The 
coupé dashboard was equipped with speedometer, fuel and temperature gauges, together with a 
lockable glovebox. The car had loop-pile carpeting and heater as standard. A number of extras 
were available including twin SU carburettors, leather seats, a wood-veneered dashboard, Telaflo 
shock absorbers and paint options. 

The rear suspension was criticised as yielding poor handling at the extremes of performance 
though the model was considered easy to drive with its good vision, light steering (smallest turning 
circle of any production car) and controls, and ease of repair. A Herald S variant was introduced in 
1961 with a lower equipment level and less chrome than the Herald. It was offered in saloon form 
only. The 948 cc Herald Coupé and Convertible models were discontinued in 1961, the 948 cc 
Herald Saloon in 1962 and the Herald S in 1964. 

Standard-Triumph experienced financial difficulties at the beginning of the 1960s and was taken 
over by Leyland Motors in 1961. This released new resources to develop the Herald and the car 
was re-launched in April 1961 with an 1147 cc engine as the Herald 1200. The new model 
featured rubber-covered bumpers, a wooden laminate dashboard and improved seating. Quality 
control was also tightened up. Twin carburettors were no longer fitted to any of the range as 
standard although they remained an option, the standard being a single down-
draught Solex carburettor. Claimed maximum power of the Herald 1200 was 39 bhp (29 kW), as 
against the 34.5 bhp (25.7 kW) claimed for the 948 cc model. One month after the release of the 
Herald 1200, a 3-door estate was added to the range. Disc brakes became an option from 1962. 

In October 1967 the range was updated with the Herald 13/60. The 13/60 was offered in saloon, 
convertible and estate-bodied versions. The sun-roof remained available for the saloon as an 
optional extra rather than a standard feature. The front end was restyled using a bonnet similar to 
the Triumph Vitesse's and the interior substantially revised though still featuring the wooden 
dashboard. Interior space was improved by recessing a rear armrest in each side panel. The 
engine was enlarged to 1296 cc, essentially the unit employed since 1965 in the Triumph 1300, 
fitted with a Stromberg CD150 carburettor, offering 61 bhp (45 kW) and much improved 
performance. In this form (though the 1200 saloon was sold alongside it until the end of 1970) the 
Herald Saloon lasted until December 1970 and the Convertible and Estate until May 1971, by 
which time, severely outdated in style if not performance, it had already outlived the introduction of 
the Triumph 1300 Saloon, the car designed to replace it and was still selling reasonably well but, 
because of its labour-intensive method of construction, selling at a loss. 
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT – FERGUSON T20 TRACTOR 

     

The model name came from Tractor, England 20 horsepower (not the true power delivered but 
from a formula based on engine size). 

By the early 1930s, the linkage design was finalised and is now adopted as international standard 
category I. Just one prototype Ferguson System tractor, known as the Ferguson Black, was built 
to further technical development and for demonstrating to potential manufacturers. During 1936, 
the first production Ferguson tractors were built in Huddersfield, Yorkshire, by the David Brown 
Company. That tractor, the Ferguson Model A, incorporated Harry Ferguson's "suction side" 
hydraulic control system, the key to solving sensitive automatic control of three-point mounted 
implements, patented on 5 February 1936 (patent no 470069). The combination of Ferguson's 
converging three-point hitch, patented on 3 July 1928 (patent no 320084) with his "suction side 
control" valve is the key to the success of all subsequent Ferguson and later Massey 
Ferguson "Ferguson System" tractors, the most important of which are the TE and TO 20 models. 
(It was the production of the Model A that led to the David Brown line of tractors in 1939).  

At the time of its introduction the Ferguson three-point linkage was unique to the TE20, and to gain 
the full utility of the tractor the farmer also had to purchase specially-designed implements to work 
with the tractor. Ferguson initially designed and manufactured a range of implements for the TE20 
in-house, but as the tractor's popularity spread other manufacturers began designing their own 
machinery for the TE20 in agricultural, industrial, construction and horticultural applications. The 
idea that the three-point linkage made the tractor and its implement into a single mechanised unit 
was marketed as 'The Ferguson System', presenting a wholly new and entirely mechanised form 
of agriculture. By 1950 there were over 60 official Ferguson implements for the TE20, many of 
which had not been seen in mechanised tractor-mounted form before. As well as basic 
implements such as ploughs, harrows and cultivators, the range included a number 
of trailers and loaders, seed drills, a side-mounted baler, a very rare 'wraparound' combine 
harvester, a muck spreader, a sickle mower and a powered auger. With its power take-off, the 
tractor could also drive stand-alone equipment, such as pumps, milking machinery or circular 
saws, by belt or driveshaft. Harry Ferguson later helped the development of the 4-wheel-drive 
system which was used in the Land Rover and the Jensen interceptor FF (Ferguson Formula) 
even though he had already made vehicles with a 4-wheel-drive system much earlier. 

Engines 

The engine was the Standard wet liner inline-four engine. Dimensions were: 

 Petrol engine, 80 mm bore × 92 mm stroke, capacity 1,850 cc, compression ratio 5.77:1 

 Petrol-paraffin engine, 85 mm bore × 92 mm stroke, capacity 2,088 cc, compression ratio 
4.5:1 

The larger capacity of the petrol-paraffin engine was to compensate for the power reduction 
resulting from the low compression ratio. Newer versions of the petrol only engine had a 85 mm 
bore as well. 
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