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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

Hi Everyone. 
 
 At long last I have got some good news for you all, I have been to see the main man at Cobhams 
 and have got us back for the monthly Club Night's, starting with Cars in the field on Tuesday 
 August 10th at around 7pm you will see the details elsewhere in the magazine. 
It was good to see some of you at the Organford show it was a shame that the guy on the gate 
forgot where the club stand was and directed most of us in the opposite direction, but it was nice  
to see you all, well that's me done for now I look forward to seeing you soon meanwhile drive and 
ride with care, Stay Safe,    Doug.  
 

FUTURE EVENTS 

As you have read from Doug’s article above we hope to get back to Cobhams soon. We actually 
had a date set by Cobhams for Cars in the Field for Tuesday July 13th, but because of the 
Government’s decision to delay relaxing of restrictions by a month, we were contacted by 
Cobhams to say they would have to cancel the July 13th meeting but would allow it to take place 
on Tuesday August 10th. Hopefully we will be able to resume normal Club Meetings inside from 
September, but we will let you know well before then. 

Also it must be noted that we will not be able to use the meeting room on that night. If you require 
a meal then you have to be a member of Cobhams and you have to book in advance. 

 

ORGANFORD CLASSIC SHOW 
 

Unfortunately due to bad weather and bad organisation the Club got split up. The Saturday 
weatherwise was not too bad and quite a lot of public in attendance but I think there were not as 
many classic vehicles present as there were last October. The Sunday was a bit of a non event 
and a lot of exhibitors and public did an early exit. Hopefully the one they intend to hold in either 
September or October will turn out better.  
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VEHICLE OF THE MONTH 
 

FORD CORSAIR 
 

         
 

The Corsair replaced the Consul Classic range and was essentially a long wheelbase re-
skinned Cortina (the windscreen and much of the internal panelling was the same). The Corsair 
had unusual and quite bold styling for its day, with a sharp horizontal V-shaped crease at the very 
front of the car into which round headlights were inset. This gave the car an apparently 
aerodynamic shape. The jet-like styling extended to the rear where sharply pointed vertical light 
clusters hinted at fins. The overall styling was shared with the early 1960s Ford Thunderbird. This 
American styling cue was originally inspired by a styling study for the upcoming 1960 Ford Taunus 
in Germany that Ford designer Elwood Engel saw on a visit. He utilized its front end design in both 
the 1961 Thunderbird and Lincoln Continental.[3] In 1964 Tony Brookes, with his twin brother as 
one of the drivers, and a group of friends captured 15 International class G World endurance 
records at Monza in Italy with a Corsair GT. 

With the vinyl roofed Corsair 2000E Ford attempted to compete on price half a class up in the 

category dominated (in the UK) by the Rover 2000 and Triumph 2000. 

The car was initially offered with the larger 60 bhp (45 kW), single carburettor, 1.5 L Kent 
engine that was also used in the smaller Cortina, in standard and GT form. The range was revised 
in September 1965, adopting new Ford Essex V4 engines, making it rough at idle and coarse on 
the road. This engine was available in 1663 cc form at first, but later in 1966, a larger 2.0-litre L 
version was offered alongside. One marketing tag line for the V4 models was "The Car That Is 
Seen But Not Heard", which was a real stretch of the ad man's puff, given the inherent 
characteristics of the engine. The other tag was "I've got a V in my bonnet". A 3.0 litre conversion 
using the Ford Essex V6 engine was one of the options available via Crayford Engineering. 

An estate car by Abbott was added to the range on the eve of the Geneva Motor Show in March 
1966,[6] and in 1967, the Corsair underwent the Executive treatment like its smaller Cortina sibling, 
resulting in the 2000E model with de-chromed flanks, which necessitated non-styled-in door 
handles, special wheel trims, reversing lights, a vinyl roof, and upgraded cabin fittings. The 2000E, 
priced at £1,008 in 1967, was positioned as a cut price alternative to the Rover 2000, the 
introduction of which had effectively defined a new market segment for four cylinder executive 
sedans in the UK three years earlier: the Corsair 2000E comfortably undercut the £1,357 Rover 
2000 and the £1,047 Humber Sceptre.  

The Corsair was replaced by the Mk 3 Cortina in 1970, at which time the enlarged Cortina became 
Ford's mid-sized car, and a new smaller model, the Escort, had already filled in the size below. 
The new Ford Capri took on the performance and sporty aspirations of the company. 

Over its six-year production, 310,000 Corsairs were built - of which approximately 350 are thought 
to survive. Conversely, of the 100 convertibles built around 75 have survived.[ 
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