
                                                                                                           
 

 

                        ‘WESSEX WAYS’ FEBRUARY 2022 
 
CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 

At long last and for the second time we are allowed to exist without the need for wearing a surgical 
mask, not sure if it will last that long but fingers crossed that it will last forever. 
I am sure that if everyone used a bit of common sense this could be managed just as we do for flu. 
On to more important things thanks to all who attended the Holly Run it was a very successful day, 
the run was a little challenging, I gave my driver wrong instructions by the Roman villa which 
resulted in a frosty few minutes but all turned out good in the end, thanks to Janet & Paul for 
taking the time to do it for us. 
Once at the tea rooms the meal was absolutely brilliant everyone was happy, the service was first 
class and thanks to you all we handed over £47 to the staff that looked after us. 
We hope to do a lot more runs as a club this year and if they turn out like that I am sure we will 
have a good year ahead, well that's me done so you all drive and ride with care. Doug 

 
HOLLY RUN ON SUNDAY 23rd JANUARY 
 
Eventually approximately 18 vehicles containing 32 Club members complete with the route sheets   
set off from the Bowls Club car park in West Moors. 
 

The route took us off towards Horton then Wimborne St Giles and Cranbourne. From Cranbourne 
head towards Damerham and then to Rockbourne passing the now infamous Roman Villa that 
some people got wrong. On towards Breamore passing Breamore House and then joining the 
A338 towards Downton. Turning right in Downton en route to Redlynch. Into Redlynch and turn left 
towards Lover. Yours truly missed this one, so didn’t go through Lover. When we discovered the 
error we doubled back towards Bramshaw and ended up coming back up the same road as we 
had just driven down. Then into the wilds of the New Forest open land eventually ending up joining 
the main A31 at Poulner. Then A31 towards Southampton and exiting at the Burley turn off and 
down into Burley where for some people confusion took place as the road closed signs were not to 
be taken any notice of. From there on to the dead end and the Holmsley tea rooms for lunch 
All travellers eventually arrived and we sat down to a nice lunch. Our thanks go to Janet and Paul 
Palmer for setting the route and Dave and Christine Fletcher for testing it. 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS AND FUTURE PAYMENTS TO THE CLUB 
 
This is just a message to members either paying their membership fees or payments to the Club in 
the future. If possible could you please pay by direct bank transfer, I realise that a lot of members 
do not have this facility, in which case cheque or cash will still be accepted. 
 

The reason for this, is that bank have now decided to introduce charges to our account, which in 
the past we never had. The monthly fee is £5 and 40p per cheque and 4p in the pound for cash 
which might not seem a lot but over the year does amount to quite a bit. Direct bank transfers we 
do not get charged for. 
 

Your Committee are in the process of looking for an alternative bank account but so far we have 
been unable to find one as all banks now appear either not to be opening new Community 
Accounts or to be charging for them. 

 
Dennis Jones 
Treasurer 
 

 
Easter Bonnet Competition 

 

Don’t worry you won’t have to wear a hat! 

 

For a bit of fun at our April club night, we have decided to have an Easter Bonnet competition with 

a difference. 

 

Bring out the Easter decorations and a bit of imagination and decorate your car bonnet with an 

Easter theme. We will be parking the cars in the field on this evening and the bonnets will be on 

display there. It can be any car, not just your classic. There will be a prize for the member voted 

‘Best Bonnet’. 

 

Voting will be from 7.30pm so arrive early and decorate those bonnets! 

 

( this event will be subject to weather conditions ) 
 
 
CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
 
February 8th – Quiz night – bring your brains with you please.  
 

March 8th – Bingo night – prizes to be won!  
 

April 12th – Easter Bonnet Competition  
 

May 10th – Noggin and natter. 
  
June 14th – ‘Cars and Bikes in the Field’ night – more prizes!  

 
 

   PLEASE REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
 

  £20 Joint or £15 Single plus £8 if Newsletter sent by post 



VEHICLE OF THE MONTH – DELOREAN SPORTS CAR 

   

Originally, the car was intended to have a centrally-mounted Wankel rotary engine. The engine 
selection was reconsidered when Comotor production ended and the favoured engine became 
the Ford Cologne V6 engine. Appearing in October 1976, the first prototype was completed by 
American automotive chief engineer William T. Collins, formerly chief engineer at Pontiac. The 
prototype was initially known as the DSV-1, or DeLorean Safety Vehicle.  As development 
continued, the model was referred to as the DSV-12, before changing to DMC-12, the "12" 
deriving from the target list price of $12,000 upon release.  

The Ford V6 engine would soon be abandoned in favor of the complete drivetrain from the Citroën 
CX 2000—deemed a more reliable choice. The 1,985 cc (121 cu in) I4 engine from Citroën was 
ultimately deemed underpowered for the DeLorean. When Citroën learned of DMC plans to turbo-
charge the engine, Citroën suggested that DMC find another engine. Eventually the fuel-
injected V6 PRV engine (Peugeot-Renault-Volvo) was selected. As a result, the engine location 
had to be moved from the mid-engined location in Prototype 1 to a rear-engined location in 
Prototype 2, a configuration which would be retained in the production vehicle.  

Prototype 1’s interior was significantly different from the production vehicle’s Prototype 1 had a 
prominent full-width knee bar, as it was intended to be a safety car. A medium brown leather 
covered the seats, but they were much flatter and didn’t have the comfort and support of the 
production seats. A black steering wheel with a fat centre was intended to hold an airbag and the 
driver had a full set of Stewart-Warner gauges. A central warning system would check various fluid 
levels and even warn of low brake pad thickness though, even at this time, it was suspected that 
production cars wouldn’t have this feature.  

These and other changes to the original concept led to considerable schedule pressures. The 
design was deemed to require almost complete re-engineering, which was turned over to English 
engineer Colin Chapman, founder of Lotus Cars. Chapman replaced most of the unproven 
material and manufacturing techniques with those then employed by Lotus, including a steel 
backbone chassis.  

In order to train the workforce, a small number of pre-production DeLoreans were produced with 
fiberglass bodies and are referred to as "black cars" or mules.  After several delays and cost 
overruns, production at the Dunmurry factory, located a few miles from Belfast City Centre, finally 
began in late 1980. Around this time DMC officially dropped the name DMC-12 on its now $25,000 
car in favour of the model name DeLorean. The DeLorean sports car, as it was described in 
advertisements, began production in December 1980 with the first production car rolling off the 
assembly line on January 21, 1981.  

The DeLorean Motor Company was placed into receivership in February 1982 and 
filed bankruptcy on October 26 of that year, just a few days after the arrest of its founder, John 
DeLorean, on drug trafficking charges. Consolidated International purchased the unsold 
DeLoreans and partially completed DeLoreans still on the assembly line and assembled 
approximately 100 cars to finish the remaining production on December 24, 1982. 
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