
                                                                                                           
 

 

                         ‘WESSEX WAYS’ MARCH 2022 
 
CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 
Hi everyone, 
 
Apologies to you all for having to change the date of the meeting, it was out of our control and it 
was unforeseen. We as a Committee are trying our best to try and get some different events 
together for the summer months. 
 

We have a couple of speakers for the Club Night also we will try to do the tried and tested that 
seem to work for most of us. 
 

Well that's me done for now so you all drive and ride with care. 
                                                                                                                       Doug  

 
CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
 
March 15th – Bingo night – prizes to be won!  
 

April 12th – Easter Bonnet Competition. 

 

May 10th – Noggin and natter. 
  
June 14th – ‘Cars and Bikes in the Field’ night – more prizes. 
 
 

MY THANKS GOES TO NEW MEMBER MARTYN McCARTHY FOR THE 
FOLLOWING ARTICLE ON CITROEN CAR PRODUCTION IN THE UK 

It was a passing mentioned in an article celebrating the centenary of Citroën that more than 
57,000 Citroën cars were manufactured and assembled in Slough.  Could that be right? Intrigued I 
decided to do some research, aka Googling.  Let me share what I discovered.  

Citroën had first exported cars to Britain in 1919, the London concession being held by Gaston 
Limited.  With some 23,000 Citroën cars on British roads, in 1923 Citroën Cars Limited was 
established to import and distribute cars throughout Britain. In 1926 Citroën located to 184 
Shepherd’s Bush Road, a building originally designed and built between 1915-16 as a showroom 
and service depot for the Ford Motor Company (England) Ltd.  The Motor in 1920 described the 
building as, ‘a massive structure of three storeys, designed solely from a utility point of view’.  With 
a concrete frame containing pioneering approaches to construction and materials technology, it 
still stands and is now a Grade II listed building and, having been recently refurbished, has was 
marketed by CBRE for £97 million! It was not just demand for cars that prompted the Citroën 
decision to produce cars in Britain, taxation played a significant part. In 1915 the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in Lord Asquith's coalition government, Reginald McKenna, introduced a 33.3% tax on 
luxury imports to conserve foreign exchange and shipping space while helping to fund the cost of 
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war. This tax, which became known as ‘McKenna Duties’, lasted well beyond the First World War. 
In fact, the duties were in place up to 1956!  Introduction of the duty not only resulted in 
manufacturers like Citroën, Renault and Fiat producing cars in Britain but, arguably, resulted in 
what we now view as the ‘golden age’ of British car manufacturing when this country was the 
world's largest motor vehicle exporter. 

Citroën established its manufacturing plant on the Slough Trading Estate, what is now the SEGRO 
Slough Trading Estate.  The Estate came into being shortly after the First World War.  In 1918, an 
area of land to the west of Slough, next to the Great Western railway, was bought by the 
government with the intention of it being used as a repair depot for army transport vehicles.  Within 
months of the purchase, the war had ended. Instead of repair, the site was used for the sale of 
now ex-military vehicles. In 1925 the site was sold to a group of investors and the Slough Trading 
Estate established.  

Assembly of right-hand drive Citroën cars at Slough commenced on 18th February 1926, ceasing 
40 years to the day later.  Citroën vacated the site in 1974, the site then being acquired by Mars. 
To digress, it was in Slough that Forrest Mars Sr. had, in 1932, started manufacturing chocolate 
products and where the Mars Bar was ‘invented’ and first produced. Initially, unable to 
manufacture his own chocolate, Mars coated early Mars Bars in chocolate bought from Cadbury! 

In addition to Citroën car production, during the Second World War, with the fall of France, the 
Slough plant was run by the British Government and, as part of the war effort, some 23,000 Ford 
and GM Canadian Military Pattern Trucks were built at the site. Again digressing, in 1957 65 2CV 
pickups, being light enough to be lifted by helicopter, were supplied by the Slough plant to the 
Royal Navy for use by the Royal Marines.  The pickups saw active service in Aden, Borneo and 
Malaya. 

Coincidentally, beneath the outside lane of the M4 between Slough and Reading lies a four-mile 
stretch of cable, buried when the motorway was built 40 or so years ago. The function of the cable, 
long since abandoned, was to allow a Citroën DS19, which was based at the Transport and Road 
Research Laboratory in Crowthorne, to carry out experimental runs, travelling hand and feet free 

at high-speed.  Steering and braking being autonomous.  

The experimental runs were a facet of an extensive research programme conducted by the 
Laboratory during the 1960s examining and evaluating the possibility of driverless, fully automatic 
vehicle guidance and control technology. Funded by the government, the pioneering ‘drive-by-
wire’ research is considered to have been at the cutting edge of automotive science for the time.  
Yet, like the Citroën plant in Slough, the research appears to have been virtually forgotten. The 
Citroën DS19 that took part in the runs, the world's first completely automatically-controlled road 
vehicle, is preserved in the Science Museum's Road Transport Collection at Wroughton near 
Swindon. The collection isn’t currently open to the public, but there are plans for this to happen. 
Digressing one last time, the northern permitter road at Wroughton, a former RAF station, features 
as the test track in Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond and James May’s programme, The Grand 
Tour. 

             

                                    



 
EVENTS AND SHOWS FOR 2022 

 

Fri/Sat 30th April, Sun/Mon 1st/2nd May – Abbey Hill Steam Show 

Monday 2nd May – Popham Airfield Classic Show 

Sat/Sun 14th/15th May – Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 

Sat/Sun 21st/22nd May – 3 Okefords Steam Rally at Shillingstone 

Fri/Sat/Sun 3rd/4th/5th June – Organford Country Show 

Sat/Sun 11th/12th June – Thruxton Classic Show 

Saturday 18th June – Ferndown Fete on the Field 

Friday evening 24th June – Best of British Poole Quay 

Sat/Sun 2nd/3rd July – Chickerel Steam and Classic Show 

Saturday 9th July – Westival Fete in West Moors 

Sat/Sun 9th/10th July – Transport Festival at Pilford Heath 

Sat/Sun 16th/17th July – Steam and Classic Heritage Show at Market Lavington 

Sunday 7th August – WVPC Cream Tea Run 

Fri/Sat/Sun 9th/10th/11th September – Harmans Cross Classic and Steam Vintage Show 

Sat/Sun 17th/18th September – Berwick St John Country Fair 

                            ************************************************** 

There is a Classic Show that takes place on the 2nd and last Sunday in every month throughout  
the year at Port Solent in Hampshire from 10am till 1pm, you just have to turn up.  

 

DATES FOR CLASSIC CARS ON THE PROM – QUAY – FARM 

Sunday 13th March – Classic Cars on the Prom -11am to 2pm 

Sunday 1st May – Classic Cars on the Quay (Christchurch) – 10-30am to 4pm 

Sunday 15th May – Classic Cars on the Prom -11am to 2pm 

Sunday 22nd May – Classic Cars on the Quay (Christchurch) – 10-30am to 4pm 

Sunday 22nd May – Classic Cars on the Quay (Christchurch) – 10-30am to 4pm 

Sunday 24th July – Classic Cars on the Quay (Christchurch) – 10-30am to 4pm 

Sunday 4th September – Classic Cars on the Quay (Christchurch) – 10-30am to 4pm 

Sunday 25th September – Classic Cars on the Quay (Christchurch) – 10-30am to 4pm 

 

There is a £1 entry fee for the Christchurch Quay event and also an oil drip tray required. Entry will 
be refused if you do not bring one. You can register on the day. Dates for Classic Cars on the 
Farm are yet to be confirmed. 


