
                                                                                                           
 

 

                          ‘WESSEX WAYS’ APRIL 2022 
 
CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 

Hi Everyone, 
 
I hope you have all been taking advantage of the lovely weather that we have been enjoying over 
the past week or so. 
Thank all of you who came to the last Club Night and supported the bingo it's a good way to raise 
a bit of cash for the Club, I don't think that we have any more now until later in the year. 
The show's will be upon us soon we hope to have a presence at as many as we can manage, the 
main aim is to try and attract some new members, I would like to think that we can attract some 
new ones. 
We have got a couple of speakers lined up for later in the year, plus we are always looking to try 
something a bit different, talking of which April's Club Night is an Easter theme car bonnet 
decoration, arrive early as you can so you have time to get your car ready, we will be using the 
car's in the field car park and I think that judging will be between 7-30 and 8pm. 
Well that's me done so you all drive and ride with care and stay safe. 
                                                                                                                           Doug. 

                                           
 

      Easter Bonnet Competition on Tuesday 12
th

 April 
 

Don’t worry you won’t have to wear a hat! 
 

For a bit of fun at our April club night, we have decided to have an Easter Bonnet 

competition with a difference. 
 

Bring out the Easter decorations and a bit of imagination and decorate your car bonnet 

with an Easter theme. We will be parking the cars in the field on this evening and the 

bonnets will be on display there. It can be any car, not just your classic. There will be a 

prize for the member voted ‘Best Bonnet’. 
 

Voting will be from 7.30pm so arrive early and decorate those bonnets! 
 

( this event will be subject to weather conditions ) 
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CALENDER OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
 

April 12th – Easter Bonnet Competition 7-30 pm. 

 

May 10th – Noggin and natter. 
  
June 14th – ‘Cars and Bikes in the Field’ night – more prizes. 
 

July 12th – Talk by Bonny Sartin – Smuggling in Dorset. 
 

DUE TO ROAD CLOSURES IN BOURNEMOUTH THE ORGANISERS HAVE   
DECIDED TO CANCEL CLASSIC CARS ON THE PROM ON THE 15TH  MAY 
  

                                       
 
THRUXTON HISTORIC CLASSIC MOTOR RACE SAT 11TH & SUN 12TH JUNE 
 
The Club has organised a Club stand at this event. If you wish to attend then please contact Janet 
Palmer on familypalmer29@hotmail.com in order to obtain the code which will allow you a 50% 
discount on the ticket price. The discounted ticket price is £11 per person. The favourite day is 
Sunday. Qualifying is on Saturday and race day is on Sunday. 
 

                    
 
                  My car now MOT’d, taxed, washed and polished ready for summer 

mailto:familypalmer29@hotmail.com


VEHICLE OF THE MONTH – MESSERSCHMITT K200 BUBBLE CAR 
 

        
 

Tandem seating 

The narrow body, and corresponding low frontal area, was achieved with tandem seating, which 
also allowed the body to taper like an aircraft fuselage, within a practical length. 10 PS (7.4 kW; 
9.9 hp) propelled the KR200 to around 105 km/h (65 mph). The claimed fuel consumption of the 
car was 3.2 L/100 km (87 mpg-imp).The tandem seating also centralized the mass of the car along 
the longitudinal axis which, combined with the low centre of gravity, low weight, and wheel 
placement at the vehicle's extremes, gave the KR200 good handling characteristic.  

Bubble canopy 

Entry to most KR models except the KR201 Sport Roadster and a corresponding Tg500 version 
was through a canopy door hinged on the right side of the vehicle. The door included all the 
windows (windshield, window frames on all but the Roadster models, folding top on Roadster and 
Kabrio models, and acrylic bubble on other versions) and the frame in which it was set, extending 
from the right side of the monocoque tub to the left. On Sport Roadster models, the canopy was 
fixed and there was neither a top nor any windows at all, only a tonneau cover. The bubble top on 
the KR200 was simplified over that of the KR175 by the use of a larger curved glass windshield 
that formed A-pillars with the side window frames. This allowed the bubble to be simpler and more 
compact than the KR175 bubble, and it was consequently easier and less expensive to produce. 
The windshield wiper, manual on the KR175, was electric on the KR200.  

Engine and transmission 

The KR200 ran on a 191 cc (11.7 cu in) Fichtel & Sachs forced-air (fan) cooled single cylinder two-
stroke engine positioned in front of the rear wheel,  just behind the passenger's seat. The engine 
had two sets of contact breaker points and, to reverse, the engine was stopped and then restarted, 
going backwards. This was effected by pushing the key further in the ignition switch than normal, 
whether intentionally or not. One result of this was that the KR200's sequential, positive-stop 
transmission provided the car with the same four gear ratios available in reverse as in forward 
movement. 

 Controls 

Apart from the dual-mode ignition, the KR200 had a steering bar reminiscent of that of an 
aircraft. To steer the KR200, the driver would swivel the steering bar about its axis from the 
horizontal (straight-ahead) position instead of rotating it as with a conventional steering wheel. The 
mechanism was connected directly to the track rods of the front wheels, providing an extremely 
direct response best suited to small amounts of movement, unlike other common steering 
mechanisms which involved reduction gearing. The gearshift lever had a secondary lever on it 
which, when actuated, would put the car in neutral regardless of what gear it had been in before, 
although the transmission would have to be shifted back to first before the car would be able to 
move from a standstill. 

Unlike the KR175, the KR200 had a full set of pedals: clutch, brake, and accelerator. The brake 
pedal still operated mechanical brakes using cables. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A-pillar
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