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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER 
 
Hi everyone, 
 
 Well here we are at another AGM it seems to come round quicker each year, I don't know if the 
time does go by faster although it's more likely to be that we just don't remember it. 
 
The last meeting went very well with the talk on the Krays. But I think that having sorted out the 
Christmas meal was a job well done, if you have done your menu choices could you please bring it 
with you to Club Night on Tuesday as I believe that we have to send the choices to the 
Bridgehouse Inn via a spreadsheet. 
 
Also just to remind you all that the December club night is the baked spud night which will be 
supplied by the club. 
 
Well that's me done for now so you all drive and ride with care. 
                                                                                                        Doug. 
 
 

CALENDAR OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

 
Tuesday 8th November – Club Night – AGM 

Saturday 3rd December – Christmas Meal at Bridgehouse Inn, Longham 

Tuesday 13th December – Club Night – Baked Spud Night  (Free to members) 
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VEHICLE OF THE MONTH – RANGE ROVER 
 

      
 

The first Range Rover prototype was built in 1967 with plate number SYE 157F. The design of the 
Range Rover was finalised in 1969. Twenty-six Velar-badged engineering development vehicles 
were built between 1969 and 1970 and were road registered with the number plates YVB151H 
through to YVB177H. 

The first-generation Range Rover was produced between 1969 and 1996. It was available only in 
a 2-door body until 1981. (Before then, 4-door models had been produced by specialist firms). 

Unlike other 4x4s such as the Jeep Wagoneer, the original Range Rover was not designed as a 
luxury vehicle. It was up-market compared to preceding Land Rover models, but the early Range 
Rovers had fairly basic, utilitarian, interiors with vinyl seats and plastic dashboards that were 
designed to be washed down with a hose. Convenience features such as power steering, carpeted 
floors, air conditioning, cloth/leather seats, and wooden interior trim were fitted later. 

The Range Rover was a body-on-frame design with a box section ladder type chassis, like the 
contemporary Series Land Rovers. The Range Rover used coil springs as opposed to leaf springs, 
permanent four-wheel drive, and four-wheel disc brakes. The Range Rover was originally powered 
by various Rover V8 engines and diesel engines. 

Originally, the Range Rover was fitted with a detuned 127 hp (95 kW) version of the Buick-
derived Rover V8 engine. In 1984, the engine was fitted with Lucas fuel injection, boosting power 
to 155 hp (116 kW). The 3.5-litre (3,528 cc) engine was bored out to a displacement of 3.9 litres 
(3,947 cc) for the 1990 model year, and 4.2-litre (4,215 cc) in 1992 (1993 model year) for the 108-
inch Long Wheelbase Vogue LSE (County LWB [long wheelbase] in North America). One of the 
first significant changes came in 1981, with the introduction of a four-door body. Shortly after twin 
thermo fan technology was introduced to reduce significant overheating problems 1970s models 
experienced in Australia. In 1988, LR introduced a 2.4-litre turbo diesel (badged Vogue Turbo D) 
with 112 bhp (84 kW), manufactured by Italian VM Motori. The same engine was available in 
the Rover SD1 passenger car. The diesel project was codenamed project Beaver. During the 
project, 12 world records were broken, including the fastest diesel off-roader to reach 100 mph 
(160 km/h), and the furthest a diesel off-roader has travelled in 24 hours. In 1990 project Otter was 
unveiled. This was a mildly tuned 2.5-litre, 119 bhp (89 kW) version of the 'Beaver' 2.4. In 1992, 
Land Rover finally introduced their own diesel engines in the Range Rover, beginning with the 
111 bhp (83 kW) 200TDi, first released in the Land Rover Discovery and following in 1994, the 300 
TDi, again with 111 bhp. 

The first generation was known as the Range Rover until almost the end of its production when 
Land Rover introduced the name Range Rover Classic to distinguish it from its successors. The 
original model served as the basis for the 1989 introduced 1st generation Discovery (directly 
based on the standard (short) wheelbase Range Rover), and for the 2nd generation Range Rover, 
based on the LWB chassis of the Classic. 
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