
EPICH Committee Meeting - 15/07/2021. Hadwin Lounge at The 

Grange immediately after the AGM 
 

Present: Pat Simpson / Judith Redfern / Tony Needham / Pat Fisher / Ken Pattison / Val Hughes / 

Lynn Wylie / Jamie Westwood  

Apologies: Wilma Campbell  

 

LW - finances were covered in the AGM. 

 

Current Project Updates 

Lychgate Orchard - PS will check for best practices on maintaining this wildlife corridor, such as 

whether the undergrowth should be cut down in Autumn or allowed to die back naturally over the 

winter. The general feeling of the meeting that the undergrowth should be allowed to die back 

naturally but this will be monitored for future years. 

 

Bird Feeding Station - JW. 

Working well, apart from the squirrels seem to have figured out how to unhook the feeders allowing 

them to fall to the ground and spill their contents.  JW and JR will look at the problem, it may just 

need the hooks bending over further. 

 

National Nest Box Week - PS 

We already have some ready to giveaway but we hope to have more before the Nest Box Week in 

February. 

We are also hoping to encourage participation in the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch in January, possibly 

by having some sort of activity at The Grange. 

 

Hedgehog Awareness Week - PS 

The first week in May. 

We are hoping to have some Hedgehog Homes to give away; another possibility may be to 

commission some. 

We hope to encourage people to enter details of live and dead animals on the Hedgehog Street map. 

If we provide evidence that people in the village are participating, DBC will provide a plaque for the 

village. 

We need a concentrated communication strategy around Hedgehog Awareness Week next May. 

 

Swift Boxes - KP 

Peter Baron, ex editor of the Northern Echo is doing an article on All Saints Church swift boxes. Radio 

Tees are also following up with a radio item. 

 

Heritage Orchard - PS 

Pat is keen to promote the Heritage Orchard not only with the new information panel expected soon 

but also by having a traditional Wassail in January 2022 to awaken the Orchard ready for the spring. 

The meeting thought this is a great idea - details to follow! 

 

Bee Report - JR 

We currently have 8 hives. 



In June we had an inspection from the area DEFRA Bee Inspector who gave the apiary a good report. 

The bees had produced some spring honey which was sold in Rockliffe Pharmacy and The Coffee Pot 

at The Grange, all very quickly sold out. We hope to have more honey for sale at the end of August. 

Currently the hives are a mixture of traditional wooden hives and polystyrene hives. After working 

with the two different types for several years, the beekeepers feel that the Poly hives give better 

winter protection and the colonies survive the winter better in the Poly hives so we are look to 

replace the wood hives with polys’; this will be part funded by selling the wooden hives. 

 

Annual Assembly - PS 

Will be attended by PS and JR. 

PS explained what her presentation will show - the history of FoC and EPICH, what has been 

achieved and our future plans. 

 

AOB 

 JW - Heritage Orchard interpretation panel will include a map of the types of apple trees growing in 

the orchard. 

 

JW - The  Instagram and Facebook EPICH pages should be linked, JW will follow up. 

 

TN - Working Party’s 

The path between the bird feeder hide and the picnic table needs tidying up of encroaching nettles. 

Coach Lane has some very aggressive weeds so requires a tidying. 

Details will be sent out later. 

 

Details of next meeting will follow in due course. 

 

 

Judith Redfern  

Vice Chair   

 

 


