
EPICH Cttee Meeting August 25 2021 

Minutes 

Present - Pat Simpson / Jamie Westwood / Wilma Campbell / Tony Needham / Lynn Wylie / Judith 

Redfern / Pat Fisher. 

 

Apologies - Helen Raine 

 

Finance - LW 

General Account £550.   Bee Account £1100 

 

Heritage Orchard - PS 

Next steps is to finish laying the spats around the trees on the wall side of the path. 

The elderberry against the wall needs reducing in size as it is shading out the apricot. 

PS will check with Peter Allan whether there are any restrictions on reducing the elderberry. 

The pruning of the plums and damsons needs to be done Sept/Oct. 

The vine leaves which are shading out the grapes need to be removed. 

The interpretation panel intended for the Orchard will have general information on the wall trained 

fruit trees. 

Step-over apples. - a decision on the future of the step-overs is required. They have suffered badly 

from vandalism and if they are to remain, the supports need replacing which could be expensive and 

trees will need to be replaced to fill the gaps. 

The feeling of the meeting was that the trees should be removed and either placed elsewhere if a 

suitable spot could be found or potted up and offered for sale.  However, initially this was Brian 

Gable’s project so PS will check with Brian regarding his thoughts on this. 

 

Planting spring bulbs in the Heritage Orchard - the meeting decided to give priority to other areas for 

this autumn planting. 

 

Wildflower Seeds and Seed Tray Project - anyone interested in growing wildflower plug plants should 

contact PS 

 

Orchard Wassail - this is an old folk tradition of wakening up the orchard in the early spring. The 

intention is to celebrate this with public participation. Around about the 17 January and early 

enough in the late afternoon/evening so that children can participate. Refreshments will be 

provided. 

 

Lychgate Orchard Interpretation Panel - is now in place. 

6 residents turned up for the official “unveiling”. 

One resident’s suggestion was to have a boundary hedge at the front of the area but the meeting 

was concerned about the maintenance. 

As some bulbs were planted spring 2021 “in the green”, the meeting decided to concentrate on 

wildflower plugs. 

 

Country Fair 18th September. 

EPICH will be in the “Eco-dome” 

There will be a rota of people to cover the stall. 



The stall will include photos about Lychgate / Heritage Orchard / bulb planting / bees & honey. 

There should be honey for sale plus packets of wildflower seeds and hedgehog signs and giving away 

the village walking maps. 

 

Bird hide - JR will purchase more sunflower seed hearts. 

JW will talk to the Priory School about finalising the mural project. 

 

Bees - JR 

There will be honey to sell at the Country Fair. 

The two hives that had suffered chalk brood have been successfully medicated and no honey will be 

taken from those hives. 

The beekeepers have decided that the bees definitely winter better in polystyrene hives so the 

decision has been made to purchase two more poly hives - JR will research types available and cost. 

The intention is to sell some of the wooden hives to cover the costs of the polys. 

 

Spring bulb planting - PS 

Areas to plant this autumn -  

- under the new pear tree in Lychgate. 

- increase the numbers of tête-à-tête around the picnic table where the      soil was disturbed by 

water pipe repair digging. 

- the primary school footpath area (to increase the colour range) 

- the Green on the north side (tête-à-tête daffodils) 

 

Area at West End - PS 

This small neglected area was brought to EPICH attention by a resident who lives nearby. 

LW will follow up to check who owns the land before we start any work on it. 

 

Swift Survey (requested by Ruth Hurst from Sadberge) 

PS will ask Ken Pattison to follow up and find out what is involved. 

 

Flora Survey at The Grange - PS 

This will require more research as to what is involved, time scales etc so will stay on the agenda to 

be followed up. 

 

The next meeting will be towards the end of September, date to be advised. 

 

Judith Redfern  

 

 


