
Present: Pat Simpson / Judith Redfern / Lynn Wylie / Tony Needham  

Apologies: Wilma Campbell / Pat Fisher / Ken Pattinson / Jamie Westwood  

 

LW - income & expenditure  

Lynn handed out a detailed copy of the latest accounts. 

General Account £418. Bee Account £883.  

Spent on bulbs so far - £207 

 

PS - land opposite West End. 

EPICH were approached by a resident who requested that something should be done to tidy up this 

area. 

The land is owned by DBC. 

The land will be added to the areas for which EPICH has an interest and we will help to 

maintain.  Bulbs will be planted this autumn. 

 

PS - Heritage Orchard  

The new management plan for the Orchard, adopted in March, requires EPICH to submit two 

management updates each year to HPC.   Pat circulated the draft of the first of these for the 

committee to comment on/agree ahead of submitting to HPC.  It was agreed and left with Lynn to 

present to HPC. 

Lynn outlined the HPC new tree strategy within which the Orchard Management Plan will be 

incorporated.   

As the wood chippings for the area behind the picnic table have still not been put down, the meeting 

discussed whether it was possible for the recent prunings from the Orchard to be chipped and used.  

PS to check with Keith whether we need to do anything with the pruning or if he still intended to 

burn them. As per their earlier conversation. 

 

PS - Heritage Orchard Interpretation Panel. 

It is hoped that this will be in place by the end of October. 

Slate labels will also be attached to the trees. LW volunteered Graham Wylie to write the labels. 

 

PS - Wildflower plugs 

Several of the members and supporters of EPICH are growing wildflower plugs for areas around the 

village.  LW has a source and a supply of the plug trays if anyone would like some. 

 

PS - Orchard Wassail. 

Pat had put the suggestion to a meeting of the HCA who are keen on the idea especially as it would 

provide another event for thr Grange calendar. 

LW will organise a working party of the interested groups to take the arrangements forward. 

 

PS - Bulb planting  

Delivery of some of the bulbs is still awaited but we have enough to go ahead with some of the 

planting schemes. 

The first event will be Saturday 9th of October at 10am. The first area being the green between the 

Bay Horse and the Priory School. 

Another planting event will be crocus bulbs around the new pear tree at Lychgate and wildflower 

plugs in Lychgate Orchard.  Both weather dependant. 



JR will put the information on Hurworth Live and invite volunteers. 

 

JR - Bees Report 

The 1lb jars of honey had sold very quickly at the Country Fair. 

We are now feeding the bees with sugar syrup to build up their winter supplies although it’s still 

warm enough for them to be out and foraging especially on (e.g.) ivy flowers and Himalayan balsam 

and asters in the gardens. 

 

PS - Country Fair stall. 

The stall “womaned” by PS and JR did very well, raising £195 in sales. 

We also had several people sign up to help in the future. 

Thank you also to TN who helped with the layout and exhibits and the dismantling. 

 

LW & PS - “Queen’s Canopy”.  

A national scheme to increase the amount of tree and hedgerow cover across the country. 

Unfortunately neither HPC or EPICH are aware of any suitable areas in the parish where we could 

take advantage of the scheme. 

 

AOB - none 

 

Date of next meeting - November tba  

 

Judith Redfern  

 


