
 

 

EPICH Chair’s report 2021/22 

I would like to thank all the committee members and volunteers who have contributed to our existing and 

new projects this year, especially the routine things like provisioning the bird hide.  Here’s a run down of 

some of that work. 

Q1 July – September 2021 

We had a good turnout for the orchard working party in July, for light summer pruning and clearing the 

grass round the trunks and putting in spats ahead of planting our first wildflower plugs in Spring 2022.  

Tony wielded the saw to take out the elderberry and lift the crown of the Ash.  We collectively agreed to 

take out the stepovers, which I then OK-ed with Brian Gable as they had been planted with his 

involvement.  

We continued planting in Lychgate, cutting the grass path, and installed the Interpretation Panel funded 

by TVNP.  We invited residents to come along and see it; some did and took an interest in the work which 

had been done.   

Under the banner of EPICH Ken worked with the Tower Captain to install swift boxes at All Saints, and 

received good publicity. 

Judith and I attended the Annual Assembly.  Two potential new volunteers gave their names, and we 

received a request from Millie Stoney of the Rogers Trust to take notice of the scrap of land opposite the 

houses at West End.  

Judith and I manned the stall at the Country Fair, which Tony helped set up, and took c£130.  Six 

potential volunteers for bulb planting gave their names.   

In Coach Lane a well attended working party (Tony, Pat F, Judith, Lynn and I) cleared a lot of nettles and 

weeds, generated 6 sacks of debris,and introduced more perennial wildflowers. 

Q2 October to December 2021 

Bulb planting on the green brought out five new faces, including 10 year old Lena, who came along either 

because they gave their names at the country fair or from publicity on Hurworth Live. 

In response to Millie Stoney’s request Judith and I added bulbs to the bit of land opposite West End. 

HPC unexpectedly rescinded its duty of care for Lychgate Orchard, which it had delegated to EPICH.  I 

spoke to Peter Allen about this sudden change of status in an attempt to have the PC revisit the decision, 

but he explained the Parish was now limiting it interests to just those “assets” it owns, documented on 

its newly-created asset register.  I asked if EPICH could be involved in the communications the PC would 

no doubt be undertaking with the residents, letting them know of their new responsibilities.  Peter agreed 

but it turned out the PC wasn’t intending to do any, and the appetite in EPICH to do this residents’ 

consultation on our own was not sufficient.  Peter did agree that HPC would fund a new panel sticker to 

take out the reference to HPC’s duty of care, and this has been delivered and is ready to apply.  EPICH 

has continued with light touch maintenance led by Helen and her mower and Judith with her seedlings, 

and we continue to do so until it becomes untenable.   

In the Heritage Orchard we took out the stepovers with an instant improvement to the overall 

appearance.  Judith and I re-planted two of them against the wall to train as single cordons on wires 

installed by Ken; others were put aside for sale.  All the trees were labelled (nicely scripted by Graham 

Wylie – thank you) and the Interpretation Panel installed.  Lynn, Judith and I sowed wildflower seed to 

make plugs for planting out in the Orchard in the Spring, and we made the first report to HPC outlining 

what had been delivered in the Orchard since the PC adopted EPICH’s management plan, and what was 

going to be done in the coming six months.  Planning began for an Apple Wassail in January. 

This quarter the beekeepers decided to relocate from Clervaux to Rockliffe.  A big decision. 

Q3 January to March 2022 

The Wassail was very successful, with some credit to the clement weather and full moon.  All committee 

members and new volunteers contributed with baking, singing (thank you NAS, Ken), tree lighting etc.  



 

 

More than 100 people turned out on a January afternoon and all had a good time.  It succeeded in 

improving public general knowledge about the Community Heritage Orchard and building interest in the 

orchard and the wider wildlife resources of The Grange.  It was also commercially successful for the 

Coffee Pot. 

This project was, to all intents and purposes, a pilot event.  Overall, the consensus of those involved in 

setting it up is that it was successful and should be repeated.  A full post-event report was prepared and 

will be used as the basis for the 2023 Wassail in partnership with Grange management.  We hope the 

Morris Side will be able to join in next time, covid permitting. 

We submitted our second orchard management report to the PC setting out what had been done since 

Spring and what was planned for the coming six months.   

Wood chippings for the picnic-table area, requested from Cllr Foster in Summer 2020, arrived this 

quarter, and several of us spread a good thick layer.  Unfortunately an unnecessary further quantity was 

deposited later in a pile on top of the spring bulbs planted last autumn, before they emerged.  

The apiary was relocated from Clervaux to Rockliffe, which was a major undertaking at the last possible 

opportunity in the winter, and was successfully achieved by Tony, Judith and Pat with great help from 

estate manager Phil Mennell and his Dad. 

After almost ten years consistent service volunteering with Friends of the Community/EPICH, Tony 

Needham stood down from the Committee. 

Q4 April to June 2022 

We made a grant bid to TVNP for a project to make good use of John Buxton’s lovely butterfly and 

damselfly photos which he has recently collated into his own publication.  On something of a wing and a 

prayer I bid for enough to do two guides, hoping to have access to John’s bird photos.  Our bid was 

successful and with Chris Barron of Barron Media, the first guide was produced and has been well 

received, although we were not sufficiently assiduous in putting together a plan for general distribution.  

Unfortunately John is unable to provide the photographs for a second guide illustrating birds in Hurworth. 

Judith and I ran a pop-up plant stall at the fun run and took over £100, and then at the Jubilee Fair with 

support from Helen and Pat F, again raising over £100.   

Honey Sales were strong and all the Spring honey was sold by the end of the Jubilee fair.  The apiary 

started to settle down and there are currently nine colonies.  Rockliffe generously donated the proceeds 

of their Members’ Garden Party raffle to the bee keepers, for village projects. 

Jaime started the mural on the bird hide, inspired by Priory School’s designs from last year, and her 

artwork has significantly improved its external appearance already.  The perennial wildflower plugs grown 

over winter were planted in the orchard, with Ken, Lynn, Judith, Pat F all turning out, assisted by Lena K.   

Special thanks to Brian Gable for his continued attention to the apricots at the orchard, with new wires 

and tying-in this quarter, and good advice on looking after the grape.  The feeding regime at the Orchard 

has continued, paths cut through the long grass, and information posted about the long grass and the 

general management regime.  Summer pruning happens around now, in line with the regeneration plan 

set out in the March management update, and the grass will be cut in August, raked up at the end of that 

month, then kept short until next spring.  Plans to boost the wildflowers in the orchard and the addition 

of bulbs are being made, using the Rockliffe donation.   

Judith and Helen have led a continued light touch maintenance regime at Lychgate but the super-strong 

cleavers this year are not helping.  For Coach Lane the Committee also took the decision to focus on the 

Lime Cottage end only as residents have individually been taking steps to control the verge outside their 

fences and walls. 

 

Pat Simpson 

Chair 

July 21, 2022 


