
Minutes of Meeting 11-3-20 
 
Present - Pat Simpson / Judith Redfern / Wilma Campbell / Peter Allan / Tony Needham / Ken Pattison  
 
Apologies - Jamie Westwood / Don Parr / Colin & Helen Raine / Lynn Wylie  
 
The previous minutes were agreed. 
 
Finance - Peter Allan  
Bee Fund £848.37 / General £1664.78  = Total £ 2503.16  
This includes £500 given by HPC 
 
Nest Box Giveaway - Judith Redfern  
The 35 nest boxes were supplied at no cost by DOVES and the giveaway was very successful with all 
the nest boxes going. We will do this again in the future as long as we can continue to get the nest 
boxes. 
The meeting discussed the lack of communication from the Priory school regarding their offer to supply 
nest boxes / bat boxes / bug hotels and hedgehog houses. Ken Pattison will try contacting the school 
again but the meeting feel that DOVES is likely to be a more consistent supply. 
 
Clearing brambles around the picnic table at the Grange - Peter Allan 
Although there had been one complaint about clearing the brambles, the meeting felt the clearing was 
justified because of the build up of litter and rubbish. HPC had been very supportive and EPICH had had 
some very positive comments on Hurworth Live Facebook page. 
There have been some complaints about muddy areas on the Grange footpath, in particular the areas 
near the bird hide and the kissing gate to Glebe fields. 
Although this should be part of the general maintenance of the path, the next EPICH working party will 
look at these parts to see if a general clear up and sweep will solve the issue. 
 
New Logo for the HPC - Pat Simpson  
Jamie Westwood has been doing some work on this. 
Tony Needham passed on a design done by someone from Clervaux. 
Peter Allan said that a good deadline date would be the next parish council meeting which is the first 
Thursday in April. 
Pat Simpson will contact Jamie and ask her to submit her designs to Peter. 
 
EPICH Website - Ken Pattison  
Ken has been updating the website and clearing away the out of date information. Ken will be happy to 
receive any new material for inclusion. 
 
Darlington Volunteer Fair - Pat Simpson  
Although we weren’t able to attend, Pat left some of the EPICH walking and wildlife maps to be put on 
the DOVES table. However Pat only found out later that DOVES hadn’t attended and the fate of the 
maps is unknown. 
 
Equipment List and inventory - Pat Simpson  
This has now been done and most of the equipment seems to be in Martin’s workshop at the Grange. At 
some point the equipment will be stencilled with the EPICH name. 
 
New / Ongoing Projects - Pat Simpson  
~ Pocket Parks Grant - Peter Allan  
We failed to be awarded a grant. The organisation was inundated with requests so Peter felt that the 
awards that had been successful were where the “parks” were starting from scratch and no amenities 
existed. 
~ Jean’s Garden - £2000 available in HPC budget for landscaping. There was discussion in the meeting 
regarding this and the general feeling is that EPICH doesn’t have the knowledge or expertise or 
man/woman power to undertake this. It was suggested that members might wish to approach various 
garden centres and ask for free advice. 
It was also suggested that a meeting with the HPC might be useful to understand what they are hoping 
to do with the area. Peter will ask for definite ideas from the council. 
~ Heritage Orchard Pruning - a working party will take place on Tuesday afternoon 17th March at 1.30 
weather permitting. 
~ Lychgate Tidy Up - on Tuesday 7th April at 1.30 
Wilma will leaflet the residents to see if there are any volunteer helpers. 
Peter Foster would like to replace the tree smothered in ivy on the grass “island” at the front of Lychgate 
with a non fruiting pear tree. 



~ Bird Hide - needs larger viewing holes, Tony will look at. 
~ Bug Hotels - EPICH is keen to increase these around the village, initially at Goblin Wood and 
Lychgate. Following the very successful design of the Grange Bug Hotel, Judith will approach the 
designer to see if he will be willing to construct more. 
~ Bulbs “in the green” - Judith Redfern.  
This has been temporarily put on hold because of the potential referendum on the green spaces and 
second play area but the meeting decided to go ahead with the plan to plant along the footpath past the 
primary school between Westfield Dr and Roundhill Rd.  This area is owned and maintained by DBC, 
Pat Simpson will contact Street Scene to see if there are any problems/objections. 
~ Bee Report - Tony Needham  
Unfortunately we have lost one hive. This is in line with general expected winter losses. 
The Bee Group think this is down to possibly the hive didn’t have enough numbers to maintain 
themselves or the Queen could have failed during the winter meaning that no replacement eggs/bees 
were being laid/born. 
However the other hives and one in particular appear strong and the bees are often to be seen out on 
sunny, milder days.The Bee Group are considering a spring treatment for varroa and Pat will research 
the available information. 
 
The Annual Assembly will take place on Wednesday 29th April. 
 
Working party to meet at the Heritage Orchard Tuesday 17th March at 1.30 weather permitting  
 
Date of next meeting - April 21st. 
 


