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The Conservation Evidence project has three main 
parts: 

• Open access journal (Conservation 
Evidence) – online 

• Database of summaries 
• Synopses – online 

 
The conservation evidence for the effects of 
interventions on bats was taken from journals, web 
searches of scientific papers and reports from 
organisations involved in practical and research 
work. 
 

This book presents what conservation evidence exists about bats, their threats and 
conservation measures.  Interventions are listed as one of 12 specific topics.  For 
example, there are six different interventions for ‘human disturbance – caving and 
tourism’ ((e.g. maintain micro-climate, use of cave gates, etc.).  Each intervention is 
assessed to gauge if evidence exists to substantiate effects. 
 
It provides a stark insight into the lack of scientific research (or survey work that 
remains unpublished) about how humans affect bats.  This publication also serves as 
a useful ‘wake-up call’ to bat surveyors and researchers, identifying which 
interventions are lacking scientific evidence.  This is very helpful in directing future 
bat research.  Quite often though, ecological judgements have to be made without 
adequate scientific evidence.  In practice, these will be made with whatever 
knowledge is available, whether this is from academia or informed by non-academic 
findings or surveys.   
 
Due to the books strong scientific research content, I found this book quite ‘dry’, but it 
certainly delivers what it aims to achieve.  The small font gives a ‘text heavy’ 
appearance (for an A5 sized book).  Relevant illustrations or photos could have 
helped to break-up text on specific topics where there are good examples for the 
evidence of effects.  As a result, this book would appear more suitable for university 
students.  However, I would buy this book as a very useful base-line reference 
source for bat conservation. 
 
Pelagic Publishing is congratulated in taking forward publications to the 
benefit of the bat community.  For more information and to order your copy, see: 
http://www.pelagicpublishing.com/bat-conservation-evidence-for-the-effects-of-
interventions.html. 
 
Reviewed by David Patterson for ‘Scottish BATS – Review’ (August 2014).  


