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Kuhl’s pipistrelle – ship assisted to Scotland 
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On 23 October 2015, I received a phone 
call from Amanda Wilson, chair of the 
North East Scotland Bat Group.  Would I 
be able to help with a bat?  Of course I 
could, but this turned out to be no ordinary 
bat!  
 
A male pipistrelle was found in a 
container, on a ship that had docked in 
Aberdeen originating from Romania.  
Having been collected by Isobel Davidson 
and passed onto Amanda, it became 
apparent that this was not a native 
species.  After advice from Department for 
Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA), I agreed to take the bat home 
with me in order to quarantine him.  My 
bathroom was hastily converted to a 
quarantine facility, being the only room 
that could be made escape proof and 
inaccessible to humans and other animals.  
The bat was housed in a cage placed 
within another cage, and a padlock 
purchased to secure the bathroom door.  
 
A few days later I was visited by a DEFRA 
veterinary surgeon, and the facilities were 
approved.  The bat was identified, via a 
series of photographs, as a Kuhl’s 
pipistrelle Pipistrellus kuhlii.  He weighed 
6.97g and had a forearm of 36mm.  
Despite his confinement, he appeared in 
good health with had no visible injuries 
and very few external parasites.  However, 
he was a little skinny but took to 
mealworms quickly and within a fortnight 
his weight had increased to 9.6g.  He 
would have to remain in quarantine for a 
minimum of three months, while a decision 
was made as to his fate by DEFRA. 
   
Kuhl’s pipistrelle’s are commonly 
distributed across the Mediterranean and 

North Africa, but are quite rare in 
Romania, only being found in the North 
East of the country (Dietz et al. 2009).  
 
There have been at least 15 reports in the 
South of England, the first being in 1991.  
Whether this represents isolated vagrants 
or a small colony is unclear as there is no 
evidence of breeding.  Dietz et al (2009) 
indicates that some records from England 
(and Netherlands) are attributed to 
transported animals (i.e. Accidentals) but 
highlights the continual northward range 
expansion into north-west France and 
southern Germany, etc.  However, Kuhl’s 
pipistrelle is considered to be generally 
sedentary, other than small-scale 
dispersive movements (Dietz et al, 2009). 
  
Fig. 1 - The ship assisted Kuhl’s 
pipistrelle (photo – Mike Beard) 

 
 
In appearance, this bat was quite 
distinctive.  As well as being considerably 
bigger that our native pipistrelles, the 
colouring is quite different.  The dorsal fur 
is dark brown at the base but a pale beige 
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colour at the tips, giving a frosted 
appearance.  The ventral fur is pale grey, 
similar to that of a Myotis.  The wing 
membrane is much paler than in our 
native pipistrelles, and has a very 
distinctive white border to the free edge 
(Dietz & Keifer, 2014), see Figure 2 below. 
  
Following an uneventful quarantine period, 
which involved filling many forms and a 
final visit from the DEFRA veterinary 
surgeon, a decision was made that he 
could neither be returned to Romania or 
released in the UK.  This left the options of 
euthanasia or keeping him as a 
permanent captive.  As he had taken so 
well to captivity, I decided to keep him.  He 

is now housed in a large cage with 
another non-releasable male Soprano 
Pipistrelle, and has already made ‘guest’ 
appearances at training sessions and 
conferences, so earning his keep well. 
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Fig. 2 – Kuhl’s pipistrelle showing the distinctive pale trailing edge to inner wing 
membrane (photo – Amanda Wilson). 

	


