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The National Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP) in Scotland – can 
you contribute? 
Becky Wilson, Bat Conservation Trust – NBMP Survey Co-ordinator 
B.wilson@bats.org.uk 
	

Summary 
The Bat Conservation Trust’s National Bat Monitoring Programme (NBMP) currently has 240 
volunteers in Scotland and has surveyed over 800 sites across the country since it began. 
Twenty years after the project started and thanks to all the hard work from our volunteers the 
NBMP is now able to produce robust trends for three species at a country level for Scotland 
and with a small increase in survey participation we could get a clearer picture of how other 
species are faring in Scotland.  
 
During the second half of the 20th century, 
bat populations in the UK suffered 
considerable declines driven by factors 
such as habitat loss and fragmentation as 
well as direct loss of bats from the effects 
of pesticides.  In an effort to halt this 
decline, inform conservation policy and 
provide effective monitoring of resident 
species of bats in the UK, the National Bat 
Monitoring programme (NBMP) was 
established by the Bat Conservation Trust 
in 1996. 
  
The NBMP has now been going for 20 
years, making it the longest running multi-
species monitoring programme for 
mammals in the UK.  It currently produces 
population trends for 11 of the UK’s 17 
resident species.  As our survey coverage 
has grown in Scotland we are now able to 
produce country level trends for three 
species in Scotland.  The trends can be 
found in a trend note published by SNH 
(http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1759538.pd
f) and updated trends can be found in the 
2015 NBMP Annual Report 
(http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/nbmp_annu
al_report.html). 
   
In our UK-level trends, Scotland is under-
represented in the NBMP in terms of the 
number of surveys carried out given the 

area of the country.  Survey sites are also 
unevenly distributed across Scotland, with 
the majority of sites concentrated in the 
central belt compared to the highlands and 
lowlands where fewer sites have been 
surveyed (see Fig. 1).  The Hibernation 
Survey is one of the most under-
represented due to a small number of 
sites being monitored, which are 
concentrated in the southern half of 
Scotland.   
 
Fig.1 – Distribution of NBMP surveys in Scotland 
2013-2015 
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Anne Youngman, BCT’s Scotland Officer, 
has been actively working closely with 
some bat groups in Scotland over the past 
year to help identify hibernation sites and 
provide valuable hibernation training.  If 
you would like to get involved in the 
hibernation survey or you are currently 
monitoring a hibernation site and would 
like to share your data with the NBMP, 
please contact us at nbmp@bats.org.uk or 
020 7820 7166. 
 
Despite under-representation in Scotland, 
survey coverage is sufficient to produce 
statistically significant species trends for 
Daubenton’s bat, soprano pipistrelle and 
common pipistrelle (using data from the 
Waterway survey and the Roost Count 
survey respectively). This achievement is 
thanks to all the hard work, effort and late 
nights from our volunteers in Scotland.   
 
Being able to report on how bats are faring 
at a country level is important in providing 
us with a clearer picture of bat 
populations, as UK trends may mask what 
is happening at country and regional 
levels.  Therefore the continued 
monitoring of current sites is essential in 
maintaining the level of survey coverage 
needed to produce species trends at a 
country level, so to all our volunteers in 
Scotland, keep up the good work! 
  
Just a small increase in survey effort could 
lead to more species being included in 

country level trends.  To help achieve this 
increase in survey effort in March 2016 the 
NBMP trained six new NBMP bat detector 
workshop leaders in order to increase our 
capacity to deliver NBMP workshops 
across Scotland.  Our introductory bat 
detector workshop “Using Your Ears”  is a 
great opportunity to gain more confidence 
in your surveying skills or refresh your 
knowledge, so if you are interested in 
attending a workshop please get in 
contact or visit our training page to find a 
workshop near you 
(www.bats.org.uk/pages/nbmp_training.ht
ml.) 
 
If you would like to take part and join the 
network of volunteers in Scotland and the 
UK that help monitor these fascinating 
animals visit our website to sign up 
(http://nbmp.bats.org.uk/surveys.aspx).  
The NBMP surveys are designed so that 
anyone can take part and enjoy 
themselves, from beginners to experts. As 
well as being of great value to bat 
conservation, it’s a great way to get 
outdoors and connect with wildlife in your 
local area. 
 
See the full SNH report, Developing 
Scottish bat population trends through the 
National Bat Monitoring Programme 
(2015) here: 
http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/co
mmissioned_reports/796.pdf. 
	
June 2016.

		


