                HEDLEY ON THE HILL PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, HELD ON MONDAY 9th MARCH 2026, IN THE FEATHERS INN, commencing at 7:30pm

COUNCILLORS PRESENT
Cllrs. Thea Watkins, Arne Wolters, John Renwick, Chris Whitton and Douglas Rodgerson
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Sarah-Jane Moffat– Clerk (for the meeting) County Councillor Colin Horncastle
1.WELCOME BY THE CHAIR
Cllr Thea Watkins welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Gillian Marsh
3.DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Declarations not received
4.DISPENSATIONS
With no disclosure of interest, no dispensations were required.
5.PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public
6.MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
It was AGREED to RECEIVE and sign as a true record, the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 12th January 2026, which are available on the council’s website.
7.CHAIRS REPORT
Cllr Watkins would like to welcome Cllr Douglas Rodgerson to the Parish Council

8.COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Horncastle has requested the horse sign for the Parish Council which should hopefully help slow some of the vehicles down.  
We discussed the flashing speed sign replacement and Clerk to send links to the ones found online.
Cllr Horncastle discussed the terrible budget which means £19m saving will be needed.
The road situation with the pot holes etc are getting worse due to the terrible weather, the plan is to patch in small squares where needed.
The local authority is subject to the housing authority checks/inspections.  All went well > 90% score based on gas safety, EICR etc.  However, the reporting on the inspection side was online and note site visits so NCC now need to spend £1.5m to correct the way it is reported.
He discussed the 34,000 houses required in the Northumberland area which equates to the same size as Berwick, Blyth, Morpeth and Haltwhistle.  There should be good transport links nearby and green belt is not safe.  Areas considered are Hexham West End, Corbridge and Prudhoe.

9. PLANNING
Clerk to email the resident that asked for an extension to move his shed and let him know the Parish Council has agreed to a 6 month extension.



10.FINANCE
Clerk discussed the balance in the account and the payments due to be paid.  The good news is everything is now online.  Cllr Watkins and Cllr Renwick to approve the first few online payments that Cllr Wolters has instructed as first signatory.

11. PRECEPT
Clerk informed the Councillors that the precept form has been submitted to NCC.

12. EAST TYNEDALE FORUM
Clerk has now found out who has taken over the running of this with joint Councillors and new Clerk. Hedley Clerk to email East Tynedale Clerk to find out what the direction of this will be and how it effects the Parish

13. MEADOW CRESCENT SIGN
Clerk had a response from NCC to say the sign would be replaced asap.  However, she has emailed back to ask for an actual date and got an out of office.  Clerk to find out who is dealing with this in the absence of the NCC employee.

14. FLASHING SPEED SIGNS
Clerk to email Cllr Horncastle with the details of the signs she found online.

15.LOCAL HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Councillors discussed the questionnaire and could not understand the relevance of this.  Clerk to respond and ask what the purpose of this was.

16. AOB
Cllr Wolters discussed the need for a litter pick and suggested Saturday 28th March at 10.30am, the village also needs a sweep, Clerk to find out who does this.
Cllr Rodgerson discussed the branch at West Hill (golf club side) and how it looks like it needs to be taken down.  Clerk to email the golf club and ask them if they can sort.
He also discussed the water tower at Currock Hill and the rubble.  Clerk to contact Northumberland Water to ask if they can remove.
Cllr Renwick discussed the man hole cover at High View and how it has a plastic type cover over this. Clerk to find out why this has been covered over.
He also discussed the need for the library consultation to be put in the notice board.


DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 11th May 7.30pm The Feathers Inn 

CHAIR:				DATE:
