                HEDLEY ON THE HILL PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, HELD ON MONDAY 13th OCTOBER 2025, IN THE FEATHERS INN, commencing at 7:30pm

COUNCILLORS PRESENT
Cllrs. Thea Watkins, Arne Wolters, John Renwick, Chris Whitton and Kathryn Curran
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Sarah-Jane Moffat– Clerk (for the meeting)
1.WELCOME BY THE CHAIR
Cllr Thea Watkins welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Gillian Marsh and County Councillor Colin Horncastle
3.DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Declarations not received
4.DISPENSATIONS
With no disclosure of interest, no dispensations were required.
5.PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
One member of the public attended but no questions asked.
6.MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
It was AGREED to RECEIVE and sign as a true record, the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8th September, which are available on the council’s website.
7.CHAIRS REPORT
Cllr Watkins discussed the meeting she attended for local Chair’s.  It would appear that local Parish’s all have similar issues:
· Issues contacting NCC and timescales on anything getting done
· Planning issues, specifically Parish Councils opinion being ignored
· Speeding being a major issue on rural roads
· Highways department difficult to deal with
· Fix my street having issues
· County Cllrs not value for money and not attending meetings
· Is NALC worth the annual cost
· Mobile library being an ongoing problem

8.COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Horncastle was unable to attend so nothing to report

9. PLANNING
No planning applications received

10.FINANCE
The new Unity bank account is open, and we will arrange to transfer the balance from the current bank to the new account.
Clerk discussed VAT reclaims and will look into when/if this was done previously and look to put an up-to-date claim in.





11. GRASS CUTTING
Simon Ogg attended the meeting for the first 10 minutes to discuss the scope of his work and costs. At present, he attends to the grounds on a fortnightly basis, he could do monthly, but this would be at the detriment of the aesthetics of the village as he would be catching up all the time.  Simon has offered to keep his prices the same for next year.  With regards to due diligence, the Parish Council have agreed to seek some comparable quotes for grass cutting, as this is our biggest expense.

12. WEBSITE
The new offering from NALC with Hugofox was discussed and it was AGREED to proceed with them at the September meeting however, the clerk has reservations about he £9.99 introductory offer and has asked NALC twice to confirm that this will be the same price.  NALC have said as far as they know but the clerk to try and confirm this is the case.

13. SIGNAGE
The 20’s Plenty signs have been received for East & West entry and top of Prudhoe Road.  Cllr Wolters and Cllr Curren are to look at how to put up the new signs and seek help from parishioners if required.

14. EAST TYNEDALE FORUM
Cllr Watkins is attending a meeting on the 28th of October.  The issue is that the Forum now has no Chair or Clerk.  Cllr Watkins will attend to find out what purpose it has going forward.  Cllr Curran may be interested in taking on one of the roles but only if there is a clear direction and focus.  The Clerk to find out how much each Parish contributes.

15.AOB
Cllr Watkins discussed that there is someone who is going to look at the trees around the village and provide a survey of how safe they are. Cllr Wolters has maps of the village so will provide these for reference.
Once survey done then can be added to the risk assessment policy.  Clerk to update.
Cllr Curran attended the corporate issues meeting in Hexham.  Cllr Glen Sanderson was not in attendance as he was poorly, but it was hosted by Cllr Nick Oliver.
Planning was discussed, issues around Parish Councils objecting to things and this not being taken into consideration.
Cllr Curran discussed play areas, under the “call for sites” Cllr Wolters is going to put something in the newsletter asking any locals if they have any land that the Parish could lease or buy for play areas.
Cllr Curran has also been in dialogue with a local resident regarding speeding vehicles and anything that the Parish can do to help.  County Cllr Horncastle is arranging “horse signs” which will be erected and hopefully curtail the speeding vehicles.
Clerk to get a quote for new flashing speed signs
Cllr Renwick circulated a certificate from the British Heart Foundation to thank the village for the defibrillator.
It was discussed that the Meadow Crest sign has now been sorted and put back in place albeit, a foot or so from original position, Clerk to ensure that there are no issues with this.








DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 13th October 7.30pm The Feathers Inn 

CHAIR:				DATE:
