

                HEDLEY ON THE HILL PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, HELD ON MONDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2025, IN THE FEATHERS INN, commencing at 7:30pm

COUNCILLORS PRESENT
Cllrs. Thea Watkins, Arne Wolters and Gillian Marsh
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Sarah-Jane Moffat– Clerk (for the meeting)
1.WELCOME BY THE CHAIR
Cllr Thea Watkins welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Chris Whitton, Kathryn Curran, John Renwick and County Councillor Colin Horncastle
3.DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
Declarations were received
4.DISPENSATIONS
With no disclosure of interest, no dispensations were required.
5.PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present or questions received.
6.MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
It was AGREED to RECEIVE and sign as a true record, the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 14th July 2025, which are available on the council’s website.
7.CHAIRS REPORT
Nothing to report

8.COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Horncastle was unable to attend but did send a note regarding the horse signs which he is dealing with and also the County Councils call for sites and how it was early days but as soon as he has a closing date, he will inform the Parish if any in the area.

9.PLANNING
No planning applications received

10. MOBILE LIBRARY
Note of dates received by the Clerk from Northumberland Council which are every 3 weeks from Friday 29th Aug 10 until 10.40 am
Clerk will put dates on website

11.FINANCE
Clerk discussed bank statements and will draft a letter to get copies.
It was AGREED to appoint Susan Saunders to do the audit work for this year.





12.NORTHUMBERLAND LOCAL PLAN “CALL FOR SITES”
County Cllr Horncastle mentioned this in his notes, and it was discussed at the meeting the obvious concern would be house builders but no one has heard anything from the local residents.
13.MEETING RE BUDGET & CORPORATE PRIORITIES
The meeting will be held in Hexham on the 8th of October.  Cllr Renwick and Cllr Curran would like to attend.  Clerk to email and confirm their attendance.

14. BEWARE OF HORSE SIGNS
Discussed under County Councillor report.
It was also discussed that the speed signs appear to be not working and the Clerk to email the Council and get a quote for replacing these.
Also, the sign for Hedley on the Hill on the Ebchester Road has disappeared, Clerk to contact highways about this.

15. PARKING ISSUES
As Highways confirmed that they could not put yellow lines at the access to the farm, it was discussed that there are cones out now which appear to be working.

16. INSURANCE
Quote now received from Hiscox, Clerk to call them and discuss in more detail the finer points of the policy.

17. ROADS/HIGHWAYS
The issue with the HGV sign at the bottom of West Hill has been resolved.

18. PLAY AREAS
No update on this but a newsletter will be going out asking if any local resident has any land.

19. GRASS CUTTING
Clerk to contact Simon Ogg re an annual price from Jan next year as opposed to a price per cut.

20. NALC PAYSCALES
NALC introduced a new pay scale from 1st April 2025 so there is a small, backdated amount to be paid to previous clerk which will be sent.

21. WEBSITE
The new offering from NALC with Hugofox was discussed and it was AGREED to proceed with them.

22.AOB
Cllr Wolters discussed the date of the Christmas Carols which will be Monday 15th December, he will confirm the dates with the bands.

Cllr Curran had sent two suggested signs for the speeding issues; it was AGREED that the “20 is plenty” sign is preferred.  Clerk to look into the purchase of 3 signs.






Cllr Marsh mentioned that there are a lot of broken styles around the village.  Cllr Marsh and Cllr Wolters will compile a list and send to the Clerk who can then look into getting them repaired/replaced.

Cllr Watkins mentioned that she had spoken with Simon Ogg regarding a tree that is diseased and needs removed.  Cllr Wolters will speak to one of the local residents about getting this done.


DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 13th October 7.30pm The Feathers Inn 

CHAIR:				DATE:



