                HEDLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL, HELD ON MONDAY 11th MAY 2026, IN THE FEATHERS, HEDLEY at 7.30pm

COUNCILLORS PRESENT
Cllrs. Thea Watkins, Arne Wolters, Gillian Marsh, Chris Whitton, John Renwick and Douglas Rodgerson
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Sarah-Jane Moffat –Clerk (for the meeting)
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR
Pursuant to section 15 (2) of the Local Government Act 1972, it was AGREED to receive nominations for Chair of Hedley Parish Council.

Cllr Thea Watkins confirmed that she would not be standing for re-election and was resigning from the council.

Cllr Arne Wolters was proposed as new Chair by Cllr Watkins, and seconded by Cllr Gillian Marsh, and duly elected.  Cllr John Renwick was elected as vice chair.
It was AGREED to Co-Opt a new vacancy (clerk to advertise)

2. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cllr Arne Wolters signed a declaration of acceptance of office, in accordance with Local Government Act 1972, s83 (4).
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
County Cllr Colin Horncastle
4. CLERK/RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER 
Pursuant to section 151 of the Local Government Act 1972, it was AGREED to appoint Sarah-Jane Moffat as the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).
5. STANDING ORDERS
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para 42, it was AGREED to adopt updated Standing Orders for the Council (previously adopted January 2026).

6. POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

a) Data Protection Policy
In accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018, it was AGREED to adopt the Data Protection policy for Hedley Parish Council










b) Complaints Procedure
It was AGREED to adopt the Complaints Procedure of the Council (previously adopted January 2026).

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT ANNUAL MEETING
Monday 10th May 2027 at 7.30pm
