                HEDLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, HELD ON MONDAY 11th MAY 2026, IN THE FEATHERS, commencing at 7:45pm

COUNCILLORS PRESENT
Cllrs. Arne Wolters, Thea Watkins, John Renwick, Gillian Marsh, Doug Rodgerson and Chris Whitton
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE
Sarah-Jane Moffat– Clerk (for the meeting)
1.WELCOME BY THE CHAIR
Cllr Arne Wolters welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
County Cllr Colin Horncastle
3.DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
No disclosures of interest were received.
4.DISPENSATIONS
With no disclosure of interest, no dispensations were required.
5.PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were two members of the public in attendance
· Asked about the Horse sign to slow traffic down at the Lead Gate Cottages
· Commented that the owner at Field House would be moving their shed as soon as the weather permits
· Meadows Crest sign and lack thereof, Clerk to chase NCC again as its been too long

6.MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
It was AGREED to RECEIVE and sign as a true record, the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026, which are available on the council’s website.
7.CHAIRS REPORT
Outgoing Cllr Watkins provided her report which is available of the website..

8.COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Horncastle reported that he would be able to assist with funding in relation to the speed signs but would require quotes, Clerk to get two quotes and forward on.

9.INTERNAL AUDIT 2025/26
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the Annual Internal Audit Report for year ending March 2026, carried out by Susan Saunders, in accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, part 2 (5).
10.ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR) YEAR ENDING MARCH 2026
a) Annual Governance Statement
The Chair read each statement in section 1, the Annual Governance Statement, and members answered appropriately. All questions were responded to with a positive YES.
It was AGREED the Chair, and Clerk should sign the statement.
b) End of Year Bank Reconciliation, March 2026 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the year end Bank reconciliation.
c) Accounting Statements, March 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk167989764]It was AGREED to RECEIVE and APPROVE the Accounting Statements, Section 2, for the year ending March 2026, which was signed by the RFO. This was signed and dated by the Chair.
d) Certificate of Exemption
It was AGREED to RECEIVE and APPROVE the Certificate of Exemption, which was signed by the RFO. This was signed and dated by the Chair.
e) Submission and publication on the Council website
It was AGREED to APPROVE the submission for year ending March 2026, and to publish, as required on the Parish Council website.
11.NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 
It was AGREED to APPROVE the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights of inspection as 1st June 2026 – 10th July 2026, as the earliest opportunity that would take in the required first 10 days of July.
12.INTERNAL AUDIT 2026/27
In accordance with Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, part 2 (1), it was AGREED to re-appoint Mrs Susan Saunders as the Internal Auditor for 2026/27. 
13.PLANNING
Nothing to report
14.FINANCE
Clerk provided balance in the account and payments to approve this month:
	Clerk salary	£192.66
	Audit fee	£110.00
15.EAST TYNEDALE FORUM
Discussions around the East Tynedale Forum and its direction going forward, Clerk to try and make contact again and find out if this is going ahead.
16.MEADOWS CREST SIGN
Clerk to chase Glen Harrison at NCC for an update as its been months and is causing a lot of issues in the village.

17.GRASS CUTTING
Cllr Watkins discussed the call she had from Simon Ogg re his prices and increased fuel costs, Cllr Wolters is going to check the additional cost he is asking for and refer it back to the Parish for discussion

17. NALC SUBSCRIPTIONS
Discussions around the payment of this and what the Parish Council get for it, it was AGREED not to proceed with the annual subscription

19.NEWSLETTER
It was agreed to put the following in the newsletter:
· Cllr Watkins has resigned from the Parish Council and Cllr Wolters is the new Chair with Cllr John Renwick as vice chair
· Thank you to all who attended the litter pick

20.AOB
Clerk to chase up the rubbish being collected at the water tower and the gate beside it.
The road from the new Ebchester development to the village is in a terrible state of repair, Clerk to ask Cllr Horncastle if he was able to get an update for this.
The manhole cover at High View is still in place, clerk to ask Highways who can get this removed and sorted.
The village green has a few tree stumps which would be a trip hazzard, Cllr Watkins to look into this.
Defibrillator reading have been reported to the correct authority.
Cllr Wolters and Cllr Whitton will go round the village with the tree survey that was done and assess all the trees and report.
It was noted that there has been the odd camper van parked overnight in the layby at the top of the road, Parish Council will monitor this(clerk to check the legalities of parking overnight and sleeping in a van)
Clerk to inform NCC that their details need updating for the Parish
Clerk to contact Unity Bank and have Cllr Marsh added as signatory
It was AGREED that Higo Fox will be appointed to migrate to website at a cost of £199, Clerk to action.
Cllr Marsh mentioned that a resident has offered their paddock for an event should the Parish Council need it.
It was AGREED to Co-Op Alex Benton, paperwork to be submitted to NCC
Cllr Rodgerson will be resigning with immediate effect.
Clerk to advertise vacancy for new Parish Councillor
Cllr Wolters would like to thank Cllr Watkins for all her hard work and effort over the years and wish her all the best.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 13th July 2026 at 7.30pm
