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Your Questionnaire
On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank all those that made the time and effort to
respond to our Parish Questionnaire during autumn 2012. The quality of the responses
demonstrates the high level of interest that residents have in the community in which we live.
The Questionnaire was issued to 275 houses and 183 were completed – an excellent return of
67%.
The following pages are a summary of the main responses to the questionnaire. This document
will help steer the Parish Council in creating a Parish Plan and drive its policy and programmes
in the years ahead. While there were few major surprises, the results indicate strong feelings
around a number of key issues.
One problem that concerns almost everyone is that of speeding traffic. You can be assured that
your Parish Council has already pushed for the speed limit reductions along the B1188 between
Branston and Ruskington. By collaborating with other local Parish Councils we have been able to
enforce the introduction of a 50mph speed limit along this section. Unfortunately, any such
change will have no direct impact on the speed of traffic within the 30 mph zones of our parish
and other speed reduction measures will need to be investigated for these built up areas.
There was overwhelming support for a village shop and a good number of people indicated they
were prepared to serve as volunteers. If there were an entrepreneur or group within the Parish
prepared to organise and drive such a project forward then the Council would be pleased to give
it their full support. Likewise, we would strongly welcome the re-opening of our village pub.
What has emerged through all the answers to the Questionnaire is that the people who live here
like doing so. Not only is our Parish an attractive place to live, it has a good sense of community
and people generally feel safe in their homes and appreciate their neighbours. Some residents
also benefit from the Good Neighbour Scheme and Neighbourhood Watch.
Most people appreciate the village facilities, green areas and footpaths which the Parish Council
helps to support or maintain. In respects to new development, the survey indicates little desire
for further housing and concerns over pressure on local utilities, especially drainage and
sewerage. The Parish Council will seek to reflect these views when responding to planning
applications but our influence is often limited and subordinate to those of the Planning
Committee of the District Council.
It is clear that an easily accessible and more immediate means of circulating news and
information around the Parish is required. To that effect a new Parish website is under
development. It is hoped that this will be available in the next few months.
This document is a broad summary of your responses but if you would like a more detailed
analysis of the results, this will be placed on the planned Parish Website. If before then you
urgently require a copy, then please apply to the Clerk. His details are on the back cover along
with information about the current Parish Councillors and their responsibilities.

David Nelson
Chairman
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People
Although there is a large number of people over 60 living in the Parish there is a good spread
across the age groups – indicating a healthy community. The response rate to the Questionnaire
was 67%.
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Liked Scopwick Born here

Other

Traffic
Speed
Amongst all the issues raised and the suggestions made in response to the Questionnaire the
issue that concerns Parishioners more than any other is SPEED. Yes, many people, especially in
Kirkby Green, commented on the fact that there are too many HGVs passing through the Parish
but it is the speed of vehicles that concerns people most.
The Parish Council has worked with the other Parishes along the B1188 from Branston to
Ruskington to reduce the speed limits and it is expected that the new limits will come in to force
soon. However, that will not solve the issues throughout the rest of the Parish. Nor will it stop
the drivers who simply ignore the established speed limits.

Danger Points
Problems are identified just about everywhere but particularly on the main roads and along
Main Street where speed limits are regularly ignored.
Main Street is generally identified with the junction with the B1188 and the bend by Scopwick
Church particularly singled out. Unfortunately many large HGVs still use the road through
Kirkby Green and Scopwick rather than passing through Metheringham. Other concerns are
around time of the school run, especially in Kirkby Green.
The Main Street / Vicarage Lane crossing of the B1188 which is regularly used by school
children and other members of the parish, demands particular care. Residents on Heath Road
know exactly when the shift changes occur at RAF Digby because of the increased volume and
speed of traffic.

Safety Measures
The majority of people are not looking to fine or penalise speeders but do want speed reduction
and greater care to be taken. Speed Indicator Devices like those installed in Walcott are seen as
the most effective means of persuading drivers to reduce their speed.
The Parish Council has investigated the cost of installing such devices. They are more expensive
than one might think. Just two small indicators would cost more than the annual income of the
Parish. The Council are seeking grants or other means of raising funds for this purpose
meanwhile are subscribing to the mobile unit alongside other local parishes and will ensure that
it is suitably placed for a period during the coming months. Other approaches could include
speed bumps or passing points at the point of entry into the 30 mph limit.

Parking
Those that think there is a parking problem are in the minority.
There is a wide variety of views about parking problems: some people complain about parking
in Main Street while others believe it slows down the passing traffic. Most complaints are about
parking outside the Village Hall but Springfield is also a perennial problem.
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Community Amenities
Local Amenities
The wide and regular use of village amenities demonstrates just how important they are to the
people who live here. The graph illustrates that, even if they are only used occasionally, they
would be missed if they were not available.
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Village Shop
A truly amazing 90% of respondents said that they would support a local shop. Indeed no less
than 34 people said that they would be prepared to volunteer in such a shop.
When asked what sort of things the shop should sell
almost all opted for basic groceries with the addition of
basic household goods.
Whether dedicated individuals could be found to organise
and drive forward such a facility is open to debate.
Certainly it would be wonderful if there were a place
where people could meet to have a cup of coffee or tea
and a piece of cake when going in to buy a loaf of bread
and a pint of milk. This is an item that will be discussed at
the Annual Parish Meeting in May.
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Community Events
The small percentage of people answering ‘Yes’ to the
question, ‘Should there be more activities and/or
events for Parish Residents?’, indicates that most
people are fairly happy with the current level of
activities.

Those that did answer ‘Yes’ suggested no less
than 38 different activities ranging from Bingo
Nights to Introduction Evenings for Newcomers
to the Parish.

An interesting suggestion is:

After the success of the Queen’s Jubilee
Celebration an Annual Sports / Fun Day
would be good for the whole community

Good Neighbour Scheme
Unfortunately many people indicated ‘Don’t know’ because they were unsure of what was
involved in a Good Neighbour Scheme.
There was, however, sufficient of a positive response for the Parish Council to make more
widely available details of how people can look out for and help each other and see if such a
scheme can be spread throughout the Parish.
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Police & Security
Incidence
The first thing to say is that 95% of respondents feel safe in their own homes.
We do live in a low crime area although a surprising number (39 people) stated that they had
been the victim of crime. Unfortunately the Questionnaire was not carefully enough worded so
there is no indication of the severity of the crimes suffered by the people affected.

Neighbourhood Watch
A massive 78% of respondents said that they would be prepared to participate in a
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. Of those that responded ‘Yes’ more than half said they would be
prepared to take an active role.
There appears to have been a change over the last period
when attempts by the Parish Council to revive the
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme died for lack of interest.
On a more positive note it was stated that the Scheme in
Kirkby Green is alive and well and there is individual initiative
being taken in Scopwick to circulate area crime information by
email.
Most people were unaware of the existence or operation of a
Cold Calling Area where cold callers are actively discouraged.
This is something that the Council could look at promoting
over the next period.

Antisocial Behaviour
Fortunately the incidence of antisocial behaviour is generally isolated and infrequent in the
Parish. Any incidents are dealt with in liaison with our local Police Community Support Officer.
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Health & Social Care
Doctors
The most well attended doctors surgery is Church Walk in
Metheringham. Quite a few people go to Ruskington and
Billinghay and then a smaller number to High Street in
Metheringham.
Almost all said that they were satisfied with the service they
received from their Doctors Surgery. Indeed 54% declared
themselves ‘Very Satisfied’.
Only a few older people had difficulty getting to the doctors.
They were amongst the few who did not have cars and were
reliant on other people.

Dentists
Finding a dentist is evidently not the
problem it once was but there are still a few
concerns. 25 people stated that they had
problems obtaining dental treatment.
Those that had difficulty getting to the
dentist were the same ones that had
problems getting to the doctor.
It does seem that there is a gap here that
could be filled by a Voluntary Car Service or
a Good Neighbour Scheme.
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Leisure & Environment
Mobile Phones
Almost everybody (93%) has a mobile phone but for many the local signal is not good enough
for them to make full use of it. Only 14% say they have a good signal at home and the rest say
that the signal is poor or non-existent.

Internet Connection
However did we manage without an internet connection?
Most people (92%) have a Broadband connection but many feel restricted because of limited
download speed.
A page to determine the level of satisfaction with current Broadband access was circulated with
the Questionnaire. Eighty three people confirmed that they would be prepared to register on the
onlincolnshire.org website demanding faster Broadband speed to be made available to our
Parish.
Currently there is a roll-out of high speed Broadband throughout Lincolnshire but it is being
directed where demand is the highest – in other words where there is the most population or to
those that make the most noise.

Playing Field

The Playing Field is a valuable asset
that is well used by our community. At
least two thirds of the respondents use
the Field occasionally. The Playing
Field Committee co-ordinate with the
Parish Council, raise funds, and
provide facilities on behalf of the
whole community.
Fifteen suggestions were received for
additional facilities on the Field. These
included such ideas as additional
seating up to a skate park. These
suggestions will be passed on to the
PFA but if anyone is prepared to help take any of these ideas forward, your assistance would be
most welcome.
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Sport & Pastimes
Walk the length of Main Street and it does not appear that much is going on but, in response to
the question, some 80 different sports and pastimes were listed by the respondents to the
Questionnaire.
Walking, cycling, and swimming were the most frequently reported. The other activities covered
an incredible range. If anybody has a sport or pastime interest then it is probably shared by
somebody else in the Parish.
To have a section in the forthcoming Parish website would be ideal for people to share their
interests.

Environment
A heartening 93% of respondents said that they
find the Parish clean and tidy.
Thank you for your cooperation in helping to
keep it this way.
We also recognise that many people enjoy the
natural beauty and wildlife associated with our
many green areas across our parish. We are
fortunate to live in a parish enjoyed both
residents and visitors alike.

Response in Bad Weather
The majority (79%) were happy with the local
authority response to snow, ice, and flood.
Of those who were not happy, half complained about
the lack of gritting on paths and minor roads.
Following the wet weather of recent months there are
also concerns over blocked drains and capacity of
sewage systems.
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Refuse Collection
Although there is a lot of talk about this issue at government level most people (87%) in the
Parish declared themselves satisfied with the current refuse collection arrangements. The
majority of those dissatisfied wanted a return to weekly black bin collection.

Roads & Pavements
‘Could do better’ probably sums up the response to the question
about the condition of the roads and pavement. While their
maintenance is the responsibility of the local highways
department, we are in regular contact to make them aware of
pot-holes and areas which need attention.

Poor

Acceptable

Good

Roads

26%

61%

13%

Pavements

23%

63%

14%

Dog Fouling
Many people enjoy the company of a dog and there are many
dogs within the Parish.
Dog fouling is perceived as a big problem by a significant
minority of residents and there undoubtedly a few serial
offenders. Particularly incensed are those responsible
owners who do pick up from their own and then often other
people’s dogs.
The problem is reported everywhere. Vicarage Lane heads
the list by a long way.
Please use one of the four dog bins located strategically
across the parish.
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Transport
Personal Transport
The car is king. As might be expected when 95% of respondents own a car, only a minority use
other forms of transport such as bus or train to attend work, use medical services, or go
shopping.
To those few who use them the bus and Call Connect are the most important services.
Very few realise that there is a Voluntary Car Service available in the Parish to assist the sick or
elderly to get to medical services at low cost.
If you may be able to assist and offer your service as a driver, please contact Hugh Cardy on
01526 320500.

Local Services
There are a few regular users of the bus service but the vast majority never use it.
Many people say that they would use the
bus service if it was more frequent and ran
at weekends. Currently there is no bus
service through Kirkby Green or along
Main Street apart from the weekly Tesco
bus. Unfortunately this means the
residents of Kirkby Green are effectively
excluded.
Very few people regularly use the train
from Metheringham but quite a few say
that they use it occasionally.
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Design Statement and Development
Housing
Most residents (79%) want the Parish to stay as it is and do not see the need for more housing
development.
If, however, more houses were to be built then the majority (75%) think that these should be
smaller 2-3 bedroom houses.
Respondents overwhelmingly (85%) say that the style of the new development is in keeping
with existing buildings and the materials used are appropriate (95%).
But, a note for developers, many (51%) say that the new houses are too crammed into the plots
in which they are built.

Affordable Housing
Responses to the question relating to the need for affordable housing were very mixed.
Although a slight majority think that there is a need (53%) few identified a need for members of
their own household.
This result may reflect a social conscience since an overwhelming majority had, (see above),
stated that they want no further housing development in the Parish.

Allotments
A few brave souls (25 people) say they would want an allotment if land became available.
An initiative passed down from National Level to District Councils to promote garden allotments
would not be viable here. Few people are interested in cultivating other people’s garden.

…. and even fewer are prepared to let them.
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Communication
News and Events
It emerged very strongly that
people take an active interest in
what is happening in our
community. Above all people talk
to each other and that is the main
way they receive news and
information about events.
It turns out that the village notice
boards are a good source of news
but The Little Green Book is highly
valued for the wide range of
information and advertisements
that it contains.
Until recently the excellent, but little used, MACLA website hosted a lot of pictures and
information about the Parish. It is hoped that a new website specific to Scopwick and Kirkby
Green will soon be available as an easy way of publishing and exchanging news across the
Parish.

Communication
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Local Economy
Shopping
Most people have a car and use it for shopping: big shop in Lincoln and Sleaford, small shop in
Metheringham and Ruskington.
A comparatively small number of people use home delivery services.
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Mobile Services
These services are mostly available to people in Scopwick and are valuable to those that use
them.
Number
of people
Mobile Library
9
Fish van
21
Meat van
6
Milkman
6
Newspaper man
47
It was surprising how many people said that they were unaware that these delivery services
existed.

Local Affairs
The message has got through and 80% recognise that they can attend Parish Council Meetings
to raise issues and give their views.
While some people would like more say in local affairs most indicate that they are satisfied with
their level of involvement. When the Parish website is up and running there will potentially be a
notice board available in most homes. The opportunity to be informed and possibly participate
will then be significantly increased.
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Scopwick and Kirkby Green Parish Council
Your Councillors - Contact Details
Chairman: David Nelson
Planning Committee

1 Church Row
Scopwick
LN4 3NS
01526 322292

Vice-Chairman: Janet Flett.
Planning Committee
Health and Safety
Village Hall Management Committee

35 Main Street
Scopwick
LN4 3NR
01526 321611

Peter Baumber
Village Hall Management Committee

14 Brookside
Scopwick
LN4 3PA
01526 320259

Philip Baumber
Planning Committee
Grass Cutting Link

Sewells Farm
Scopwick
LN4 3PA
01526 322654

Caroline Oldham
Planning Committee
Village Hall Management Committee

27 Beckside
Scopwick
LN4 4NX
01526 320607

Simon Spink
Playing Field Committee

3 Bridge Lane
Scopwick
LN4 3PB
01526 322301

John Woodward
Planning Committee
Footpaths and Paths Partnership

24 Brookside
Scopwick
LN4 3PA
01526 320298

CLERK
Joe Kennard
email clerkscopwick@gmail.com

7 Glebe Close
Scopwick
LN4 3NL
01526 321938
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