
Explanation of variances – pro forma 
Name of smaller authority: Rochester with Byrness

Northumberland

2018/19 2019/20 Variance Variance
£ £ £ %

1 Balances Brought Forward
13,127 19,837

2 Precept or Rates and Levies
6,500 6,500 0 0.00% NO  

3 Total Other Receipts

7,604 2,529 -5,075 66.74% YES

4 Staff Costs
1,285 1,742 457 35.56% YES  

5 Loan Interest/Capital Repayment 0 0 0 0.00% NO  

6 All Other Payments
6,109 12,807 6,698 109.64% YES  

7 Balances Carried Forward
19,837 14,317

YES

8 Total Cash and Short Term Investments 19,837 14,317

9 Total Fixed Assets plus Other Long Term
1,405 7,817 6,412 456.37% YES  

10 Total Borrowings 0 0 0 0.00% NO  
Rounding errors of up to £2 are tolerable
Variances of £200 or less are tolerable

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): 

Insert figures from Section 2 of the AGAR in all Blue highlighted boxes 

Next, please provide full explanations, including numerical values, for the following that 
will be flagged in the green boxes where relevant:
• variances of more than 15% between totals for individual boxes (except variances of less than 
£200); 
• a breakdown of approved reserves on the next tab if the total reserves (Box 7) figure is more 
than twice the annual precept/rates & levies value (Box 2).

Explanation 
Required?

Automatic responses trigger below 
based on figures input, DO NOT 
OVERWRITE THESE BOXES Explanation from smaller authority (must include narrative and supporting figures)

Explanation of % variance from PY 
opening balance not required - 
Balance brought forward agrees

During 2018-19 the Parish Council received £765 VAT re-claim, £4,000 from local Councillor 
for new Play Area equipment as well as £262 from local residents for the same project. There 
was also a one off Wayleave for £250 (total £5,277). In 2019-20 the only income was via 
garage rent £2,290, Allotment rent, £114 and wayleave £125. The wayleave was £126 lower 
and the remaining £76 difference was due to some pre-payments and late payments of rent.

The Councillors agreed a pay rise for the Clerk from £107.09 a month to £145.18 which accounts for 
the variance of £457. 

Vast majority of expenditure for 2019-20 was similar to the previous year. The main difference 
was the payment of the new play area equipment totalling £6,695

VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT 
REQUIREDINCOME FROM LOCAL 

TAXATION/LEVIES

VARIANCE EXPLANATION NOT 
REQUIRED

During the last financial year play equipment valued £6,695 was purchased as well as flower tubs For 
£110. Meantime a strimmer and other gardening equipment previously valued nearly £400 was 
disposed
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