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Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 28th January 2014 in Byrness Village Hall

 1 Present: Councillors:  S. Chapman (Chair), I. Scott (Vice Chair), C. Thompson, M. Kelly, D. Storey, 
E. Kellie,  P. Scott, S. Moorhouse (clerk),   P. C. Heath, 10 members of the public. 
2 Apologies: Councillor R. Caton, 

3 Declaration of Interest:
Councillor I Scott in respect of  Item  and Item 11.1 Grass Cutting at Byrness. 

4 The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 26th November 2013 were agreed 
and signed by the Vice Chair.
 
5  Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters.
5.1 From Mr Lane - Driving on Village Greens ( see item 11.1).
5.2 Installation of new LED lights to concur with dark sky status. It was noted that the NNPA has put 
up a notice in the village and that the information is now on the PC website. It was agreed that the clerk 
should ask the NNPA when the lighting in the village was due to be changed. 
5.3 From Mr Tait – request for pruning of ash tree(PC) + mature trees close to the garages(FC). It was 
agreed that the clerk should write to the Forestry Commission asking about the safety of mature trees 
close to the garages and the need for removal. It was also agreed that the clerk should ask the Forestry 
Commission if they would prune the ash tree while in the village.

6 Matters arising:
6.1 Repair of road from St Francis Church to the Raw.Forestry Commission. It was agreed that the 
clerk should enquire as to the position with the repair of the road.
6.2 Footbridge over the Rede in Byrness. It was agreed the clerk should respond with a letter of thanks 
that also indicated that it did not alter the Parish Council's decision regarding the objection to the 
turbines. The majority  vote was for a green bridge.
6.3 Byrness -Shelter belt and windblown trees. It was agreed that this would be dealt with by 
appropriate members of the community when the opportunity  arose.
6.4 Drainage of the east end of playing field. As no help was forhcoming from Sheryl Anderson it was 
agreed to go ahead with the purchase of drainage pipes from J D Falla.
6.5 Neighbourhood Watch – PC Colin Heath explained that the best solution was for Farm Watch as 
Neihbourhood watch was defunct in Northumberland. It was decided to hold seperate meetings in 
Byrness and Rochester to see who would be interested in joining. Mr and Mrs Tompson agreed to be  
coordinators in Byrness ward. 
6.6 Tynedale Visitor. It was agreed to make additions to the submission to include DarkSkies and 
Romans
6.7 NCC Planning Meeting of Proposed Met Masts held on December 3. To make the situation clear, 
although the Parish Council objected to the masts they had to withdraw the objection on the grounds that 
it was not a bona fide planning objection to the met masts in that it presumed there would be a wind 
farm. On Nov. 29th the Journal did report the PC's decision accurately.
6.8 Bottle bank in Rochester. It was agreed to defer this item.

7 Planning:
7.1  13/03213/FUL | Proposed change of use of fomer first school to private dwelling | Former Byrness 
First School Otterburn Newcastle Upon Tyne Northumberland NE19 1TR  - WITHDRAWN because 
the flood risk assesment was inadequate. Mr Tait plans to resubmit a more detailed assesment. 
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Former Byrness First School Otterburn . Northen power grid wayleave
 It was agreed the clerk should arrange a site visit for the installation of an electric supply . 

                                 
8 Highways
8.1 Barrier on A68 near Horsley ChurchJ Riddle
8.2 Traffic Sign in Rochester  - still not working/J Riddle
8.3Provision of kerb on South Green from Seat to corner/J Riddle
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to John Riddle regarding the three items above and ask for his 
help with these issues.
8.4 Road Gritting It was agreed that the clerk should ask that the Highways Department took notice of 
the request that roads shouls be gritted from Carter Bar south and at a time before most traffic, 
especially school buses , were on the road with especial attention to danger spots. It was also agreed to 
inform them of drainage issues along the A68.

9County Council Matters:
9.1 'Working with Town and Parish Councils' feedback form . Councillors  feed back was noted and 
will be sent to NCC
9.2 To help reduce costs NCC have provided a local telephone number 01830 570085 alomgside the 
existing 0845 600 6400 

10 Communications
10.1 Thank you from Air Ambulance and British Legion for donations.
10.2 Youth Work Northumberland

11 Grass cutting/Village greens
11.1 Byrness-driving over village greens/fencing of lorry park/moles. It was decided not to persue the 
issue of driving over greens while at the same time placing deterants in certain areas. Moles – PC Heath 
(Wildlife Officer) informed the P C that there was no issue with mole catching. If there was a need to 
trap moles in a public area it would need to be cordoned off or marked with a peg with signage 
indicating that there were traps in the area. 
11.2 Result of Otterburn Green's opinion as to using the green to stack logs. Mr Lane indicated that he 
residents were happy with the result but have not, as yet, made use of  the green. 
11.3 Rochester. No issues

12 Finance/accounts for payment 
12.1 BOSS Accounts printouts for January were distributed.
12.2 NALC Councillor training fee(CH No 636)
12.3 Hall hire(CH No 637)
12.4  Parish Clerk’s expenses(CH No 638)

13 Any Other Business: 
13.1 Wind damaged roadsigns at Elishaw
13.2 Roof on the roundhouse at Brigantium
13.3Tourism signs for Redesdale  
13.4Continuation of garage repairs in Byrness.
13.5 Thank you to D MacNeil for Tractor Diesel for Byrness grass cutting.
13.6 Thank you to P Thompson for child safety road signs

Date of Next Meeting                          Tuesday  March 25th 2014
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