
Rochester with Byrness Parish Council
http://www.parish-council.com/rochesterwithbyrness   

Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 30 May, 2017 in Rochester 
Village Hall at 7:30pm.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), P. Scott (Vice-chair), E. Kellie, D. Weston, P. Softley, M. Bell, B. Macneil, 
Mr M. Chilvers (Clerk), M. Scott & H. Tait.
2 Apologies: Were received from M. Kelly
3 Declaration of Interest:  P Scott & B. Macneil re 7(a) and P. Scott re 7(e).
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting (28 March) and Annual meeting (12 May) – Were agreed and 
signed by the Chair.
5 Guest speaker – There was no guest speaker this month.
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – Mr Tait asked what had been agreed regarding the 
new prices for the allotment plots. The Chair advised this matter would be covered within the agenda.  
7 Matters arising
a) Points raised by member of public at March 2017 meeting: It was acknowledged and Mrs Taylor was thanked 
for the donation of Isaac’s seat to the Parish. The Chair shared the draft response to Mrs Taylor’s points raised at 
the March meeting. These were agreed and the Clerk asked to write to confirm matters with Mrs Taylor.
b) Allotments – The Chair provided a background to the allotments. It was noted that rental income was only 
ring-fenced since 2012 and that it was originally set as a peppercorn rent in 1993. After debate it was agreed to 
increase the annual rent to £6.00 for each plot from 1 April, 2017. Cllr Weston agreed to the increase however 
believed from research he had undertaken, given the size of the plots, the rent should perhaps be higher. It was 
agreed the rent would be the same for each plot regardless of size as the recent spend on the drainage would 
benefit the new tenants. The Chair highlighted that the rental income over the years since the allotments were 
created was more than sufficient to cover the recent drainage work. The rental income increase agreed by the 
Councillors was a result of the review of the annual rental charge and not a means to pay for the work.
There was discussion on what the reserved ring-fence figure should be raised to and what to do with funds beyond
that point. It was agreed the recent drainage costs eliminated the reserve and that this would be set at nil from 1 
April, 2017. A ‘reserve’ figure at £450.00 was agreed that it was calculated would take approximately five years 
to raise. It was suggested that any excess funds over this figure could be put towards play park development but 
would require agreement from the allotment tenants.
The Clerk was asked to write to all tenants (both existing and new) with the tenancy agreement for completion. 
New tenants would be asked to pay nine months rent for the first year (i.e. from 1 July). Whilst it was agreed all 
existing shed, stables etc that the current tenants had would be allowed to remain new tenants would require 
Parish Council agreement before building any structure larger than a standard shed or greenhouse size. It was 
agreed that any residents applying for an allotment plot would need to have their own garden assessed by a 
Rochester Councillor to ensure it is suitably maintained before being allowed to rent an allotment plot.
c) Moles in the village green – Cllr Scott advised there were now fewer moles on the village green.
d) Dog poo bins – Cllr Scott advised the bins and posts had arrived and he would make arrangements to install 
these at the previously agreed locations. The Chair reported her findings on research of possible dog poo bin in 
Rochester. It would appear an additional bin was not currently required however more suitable signage / stickers 
on existing bins should prevent improper use. 
e) Garages in Byrness – The suggested changes to the lease for the old Gritter garage received from Arch were 
discussed and agreed. It was agreed considering the investment any future tenant would need to make that it 
would be unfair to have only an annual lease renewal. It was suggested the lease agreement should be for a 
minimum five year period. It was also agreed to initially set the annual rent at £50.00. 
There was discussion regarding the 18 garages. It was reported these have not been treated for some time and it 
was agreed the Clerk would write to tenants to see if they would be willing to treat their garage if given the 
materials. The Councillors agreed to volunteer their time and treat those where tenants were unable to do so.
It was noted V. Murray (garage 4) and T. Reynolds (garage 16) had vacated their garages. The Clerk confirmed J.
Henderson no longer wanted a garage. This meant there were two on the waiting list and it was agreed the Clerk 
would write to them both. It was reported one garage had rubbish outside the doors and the Clerk was asked to 
write to tenant requesting this was cleared.
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f) Grass cutting in Byrness – The Clerk confirmed he had received a copy of the insurance for Mr Lane who was 
cutting the grass. It was noted that a couple of areas had been missed when the grass was last cut and it was 
agreed the Clerk would contact Mr Lane about this. 
g) Potential traffic calming for Rochester – It was noted that the speed of some traffic going though the village 
was a problem and that coming from the north was often the worst. It was acknowledged that the flashing sign 
helped but something further was needed to reduce the speed of drivers. Cllr Bell agreed to speak to County Cllr 
Riddle to see if he can assist in getting further measures to reduce the speed of offending vehicles. 
h) HLF Revitalising Redesdale grasslands survey – Cllr Kellie advised she had already spoken and agreed matters
with Abi Mansley. It was highlighted that the football field area was in the wrong place and the Clerk was asked 
to highlight the location that had been agreed when Abi attended a Parish Council meeting in 2016.   
i) Bellingham surgery service to Rede Valley residents – In the absence of Cllr Kelly who had requested the 
agenda item it was agreed to discuss this matter at the next meeting.  
j) Declaration of interest paperwork for NCC – The Clerk had collected from all Councillors apart from Cllr Kelly
whom he would contact separately.  
k) Councillor training – It was confirmed this had been arranged by Cllr Bell.  
l) Free parking at Kielder for Rochester and Byrness residents – The Clerk advised details of this were on the 
Parish Council website and Cllr Bell would add to the notice boards. 
m) Rubbish being left at Byrness bottle bank- It was noted that since the rubbish had been removed no more had 
been left but the situation would be monitored for the time being. The Chair advised she would contact Adam 
Keen at NCC as the bottle bank was full.
n) Redesdale grasslands survey (HLF Revitalising Redesdale) – This was covered in item 7h.
o) Spithopeburnhaugh woodland planting- The Councillors had nothing additional to add to the previous 
comments.
p) Timescales for agenda items and decision making process – The draft provided by the Clerk was agreed and it 
was agreed to add this process and guidance notes to the website as well as the notice boards.

8 Planning
a) There were no planning applications for review. 

9 Finance/accounts for payment   
a) Finance report and forecast - The Clerk provided a review of the finances. It was acknowledged that the Parish 
Council were beginning to rebuild the reserve fund again. The Clerk was asked to chase up the repair work for 
Rochester bus shelter that had previously been quoted for and agreed. 

 Chq 000760 – M. Chilvers for April & May £214.18. Plus expenses for stamps £6.72 and a printer 
cartridge £24.90 was agreed. 

 Chq 000761 – Payment of NALC annual subscription of £78.90 was agreed. 
 Chq 000762 – Payment of £280.00 to Andy Lane for Byrness grass cutting on 12 & 24 May was agreed. 
 Chq 000763 – Cllr Scott advised he had not yet had the opportunity to purchase the cement for the dog 

poo bins. 
 Chq 000764 – The Clerk advised he had not as yet received the invoice for the dog poo bins from NCC. 

It was noted that Byrness Village Hall was to hold an annual meeting on 7 June. Cheque 000758 (£250.00 
donation to the hall) was signed but the Clerk was asked to hold on to the cheque until the outcome of the 
meeting was known. 

10 Any Other Business: 
a) Cllr Weston asked if Rochester was going to get a bottle bank. It was agreed the Chair would speak to A. Keen.
b) Cllr Weston asked when the grass in Rochester was to be cut. The Chair explained the background around Ian 
Storey cutting the grassed area that was the NCC responsibility.   The Chair agreed to speak to Ian to determine 
when the first cut would be. 
Date of Next Meeting. 25 July, 2017 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:30pm.
Meeting closed 9.20pm
Clerk to the Parish Council – Martin Chilvers Tel. 01830 520535 / rochesterwithbyrnesspc@gmail.com 

Rochester/Byrness/minutes201705

mailto:rochesterwithbyrnesspc@gmail.com

