
Rochester with Byrness Parish Council

Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 30 January, 2018 in 
Rochester Village Hall at 7:30pm.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), D. Weston, P. Softley, M. Bell, M. Kelly, B, MacNeil, M. Chilvers (Clerk), 
Peter Sharpe, Alex MacLennan (Forestry Commission) (both until 8.05) and Sandra Bell
2 Apologies: There were no apologies.
3 Declaration of Interest:  P. Scott 7(a).
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, 28 November, 2017 – Were agreed and signed by the Chair.
5 Guest speaker – a) The Clerk advised he had received apologies from T. Gates and G. Sanderson. It was agreed
to invite them to the March meeting.
b) Peter Sharpe / Alex MacLennan – Kielder HLF Blakehope Nick project – The Chair welcomed the two. Mr 
Sharpe provided background to the project that will be located at Blakehope Nick along the Forest Drive. The 
project will be undertaken by 6th form students from Newcastle University. He advised the project effectively 
begins with a blank piece of paper when the students meet with local residents for ideas of the desired outcome to 
reflect the landscape. The plan is for the project to be completed by Christmas 2018. There was a budget of 
approximately £22,000 for all materials. He advised the student’s time was free and apart from the foundations 
they would be undertaking majority, if not all, the work.
The discussion moved on to different aspects of the Kielder area. Mr MacLennan confirmed there were no plans 
to close the public toilet block local to the parish. Cllr Bell suggested the toilets should be opened all year round 
to accommodate those walking the Pennine Way. He also reported that there was rubbish left lying outside the 
block at the present time. 
There was discussion regarding the Forest road that was closed during winter months. The Councillors expressed 
disappointment that it could not remain open all year round. Mr MacLennan advised the risk of the Forestry 
Commission being sued by a driver coming off the road in bad conditions (despite warning signs at both ends) 
was too great to allow the road to be open in the winter. There was a question as to whether it would be possible 
to have road resurfaced as this an ideal route for people coming from Scotland to visit Kielder. Mr MacLennan 
advised this would be too expensive and that his own budget was only £40,000 for the whole area including 
Kielder Castle.  
Other ideas were discussed including guide tours, bicycle hire in Rochester and dark sky tours.
Mr Sharpe advised he would be in touch with arrangements for meeting with the students.
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – no matters were raised
7 Matters arising
l) HLF Revitalising Redesdale update –  It was highlighted that Emma Kellie was the Parish Council 
representative for the Revitalising Redesdale project but she had resigned from the Parish Council and moved 
from the area. Cllrs Bell and Softley volunteered to represent the Parish Council and the Chair asked to be kept 
included on progress.
a) Gritter garage in Byrness – The Clerk provided an update on progress. The details of the letter were agreed to 
send to the proposed tenant looking to lease the location. It was agreed that the Parish Council would take no 
further action until the resident has a planning application for the proposed work granted.   
b) Placement of additional grit bin for Byrness installed in December – It was agreed by all Councillors that the 
placement of the grit bin by NCC was OK. It was reported that perhaps the village were lucky to get a further grit 
bin provided and as such it was agreed to take no further action in this matter.    
c) Public toilets sign on A68, Byrness – The Clerk reported he had been advised the matter had been referred to 
the County Council planning department and a decision still to be made.
d) Arrangement for village clean-up in Byrness – Following discussion it as agreed it was too wet at present to 
clean up previously highlighted areas in the village. Boundary lines were confirmed by the Chair and it was 
agreed to set a date at the March meeting when it was hoped the weather will have improved.    
e) Tender process for grass cutting in Byrness – The Clerk advised he would look to make arrangements to obtain
a detailed breakdown of cutting requirements in the village before seeking a quote for the cutting in 2018.   
f) Tender process for grass cutting in Rochester – It was agreed that the Clerk would seek quotes for the grass 
cutting in the agreed areas of the village and report back for a decision to be made at the March meeting.  
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g) Vacancy in Rochester ward of Parish Council – The Clerk advised that County Council confirmed there had 
been no contact made to them regarding the vacancy and as such the Parish Council could co-opt a replacement.  
h) Rochester bus shelter repairs – The Clerk shared the quotes received. Whilst the Councillors agreed with the 
worked required after discussion it was agreed a more robust longer lasting roofing should be installed rather than
replacing the felt. It was agreed the Clerk would return to the contractor who provided the quote as well as 
attempt to obtain further quotes following the lack of responses from contacts made to date.
i) Community fibre partnership within the Parish – There had not been any update on this topic and it was agreed 
to chase up John Cooper at iNorthumberland for response.
j) Parish asset inspection – Cllr Bell advised he had checked and completed the asset inspection. There was a 
query regarding the Parish strimmer that was answered. It was agreed the gutters of the garages in Byrness needed
clearing out and that this could be done in better, drier weather when the spray painting was undertaken.   
k) State of local roads and winter services – Cllr Kelly highlighted that whilst the gritting of the roads had been 
better this winter it was still not good enough on the local roads and, in particular, A696 into Newcastle. There 
was discussion regarding the increasing number of pot holes appearing. The Clerk was asked to share the ‘pot 
hole reporting’ link on the NCC website.
m) Help for unemployed people in Redesdale Area – The Clerk advised the details of the drop-in sessions in 
Bellingham on Tuesday’s between 10.00 – 12.00 that he had posted on the website and posters were in the area. 
n) Street lighting in the Parish – The Clerk advised he had received an email reporting that a new sub-contractor 
had been appointed and that the remaining street lights would be switched to LED before the end of March. Cllr 
Scott advised that the three street lights were still not operating in Byrness however Northern Powergrid had 
promised this would resolved by 2 February.

8 Planning
a) There were no planning applications for the Councillors to consider.

9 Finance/accounts for payment   
a) The following payments were presented and agreed by Councillors
 Cheque to M. Chilvers for salary £214.18 
 Cheque for Parish Insurance for £305.75
 Cheque for £100.00 agreed for St Francis Church for graveyard upkeep
 Cheque for £100 agreed for Holy Trinity Church for graveyard upkeep. 
 Cheque for £0.25 agreed for Redesdale Estates for public lighting

10 Any Other Business: 
a) The Chair provided a summary of the meeting she attended with the Kielder Partnership.
b) The Chair provided an update on the research regarding S106. She advised it appeared the payment in 

respect of the School House had not as yet been made. She advised she was due to speak with Heather 
Proudlock when she returned from leave.   

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 27 March, 2018 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:30pm.
Meeting closed 9.30pm
Clerk to the Parish Council – Martin Chilvers Tel. 01830 520535 / rochestewithbyrnesspc@hotmail.co.uk 
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