
Rochester with Byrness Parish Council

Minutes for the ‘SPECIAL’ Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Friday 16 February, 2018 
in Rochester Village Hall at 7:00pm.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), P. Softley, M. Bell, M. Kelly, B, MacNeil, M. Chilvers (Clerk), Sandra Bell
2 Apologies: Were received from P. Scott & D. Weston
3 Declaration of Interest:  

3.1 Submission of written requests for dispensation for disclosable pecuniary interests
3.2 Consideration to grant any requests for dispensation submitted

The Chair advised that as she worked for Howard Snaith she needed to declare an interest in agenda item 4. 
However as she had previous experience in the transport business and the 808 bus service, with the agreement of 
the other Councillors she would like to participate in the discussion. With the assistance of Stephen Rickitt at 
Community Action Northumberland a dispensation paper was prepared prior to the meeting. All Councillors 
agreed to the completion of this for dispensation to an initial date of 31 May, 2018 allowing the Chair to 
participate.

4 The Future of the 808 bus service from Otterburn - Newcastle – The Chair provided an update on 
developments that had led the current operator, PCL Travel Ltd, to give notice and withdraw from the contract for
the 808 service. This followed complaints made on behalf of passengers by Otterburn Parish Council regarding 
the service and safety issues. The Chair spoke also about the bus service arriving and departing at St Thomas St 
instead of Eldon Sq. It was reported that the daily cost of arrival and departure at Eldon Square was £1.75. This 
location however provided a greater number of passengers using the service and thus easily compensating the cost
of using Eldon Sq.
The Clerk provided an update having spoken to Neil Easton that day. It was reported that NCC undertook some 
research on the usage numbers of the service. A tender for a like-for-like service has been gone out but also 
includes an ‘option B’ that is for a ‘feeder’ service to Ponteland where passengers would need to then catch the 74
service into Newcastle. The tender for quotes closes on 26 February.

It was highlighted that at the present time Snaiths were not on the ‘preferred operator framework’ and hence could
not quote for the service.

The Councillors discussed possible options including calling at Byrness and Rochester as well as going via 
Elsdon for the morning service. It was believed the ‘feeder’ service may not sustainable and potentially could be 
axed. The Clerk was asked to email the following points to Neil Easton at NCC

 Ask if Stagecoach were on the framework and could possibly provide a service beyond Ponteland to 
Redesdale.

 There was request from the Councillors that the new service is extended to include Rochester and Byrness.
 What would the prices of the feeder service be and what could be done to avoid a big increase in cost for 

using two buses to get into Newcastle rather than the one bus (808 service) presently used.

5 Summary of the planning presentation attended by Cllrs Softley and Bell – It was agreed to provide this 
when all Councillors were present and possibly cover the topic at the March meeting. 

10 Any Other Business: 
a) Cllr MacNeil questioned the cost of the quote for the proposed Rochester bus shelter repairs. She believed this 
was rather on the high side and advised her husband was willing to assess the repairs needed and prepare a quote. 
It was agreed by the rest of the Councillors for this to be undertaken although Cllr MacNeil would need to declare
an interest.

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 27 March, 2018 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:30pm.
Meeting closed 7.45pm
Clerk to the Parish Council – Martin Chilvers Tel. 01830 520535 / rochestewithbyrnesspc@hotmail.co.uk 

Rochester/Byrness/minutes201816


