
Rochester with Byrness Parish Council
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Wednesday 3 October, 2018 in 
Rochester Village Hall at 7:30pm.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, M. Chilvers (Clerk), Cllr John Riddle (until 

8.10pm), Ella Shaw and Joan Hedley. 
2 Apologies: There were apologies from P. Scott, M. Bell, B. MacNeil,
3 Declaration of Interest:  D. Weston (7n) and S. Chapman & M. Kelly (8c).
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, 31 July, 2018 – Was agreed by all and signed by the Chair.
5 Guest speaker – a) The Chair welcomed Cllr Riddle who began by acknowledging the Parish Councils ongoing
claim for the S106 funding in respect of the School House. He advised NCC could not provide a compensation 
payment however should the Parish Council wish to approach him for funding he would try and look favourably 
on such a request from his own budget.  
Cllr Riddle provided an update on a number of topics including NCC planning strategy, local road repairs and the 
new equipment purchased that specialises on narrow roads. He spoke also of the progress of Active 
Northumberland since the increased fees under the previous Council that resulted in a significant fall in 
membership numbers.
Regarding education he was not sure much could be done to save Bellingham Middle School but gave his 
commitment to ensure the best transport links for children.  The Chair asked whether Ponteland schools could 
become a catchment option for people living in Redesdale and Cllr Riddle confirmed he would speak to his 
colleague to see what could be done.
When asked if he could assist with the Parish Councils efforts to improve the local road safety he advised he 
would speak to the Police Inspector in an effort for action to be taken following the speed survey in Rochester in 
July.  Cllr Riddle left the meeting at 8.10pm
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – (8c) A decision was made to cover this item next 
and the Chair and Cllr Kelly having declared an interest excused themselves. Cllr Softley advised that with only 
two Councillors remaining a decision could not be made at the meeting but the Councillors would correspond by 
email to address the matter. It was agreed he would take the comments from the public attending the meeting. 
7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale Grasslands project in Byrness & Rochester (Round House) and Community Heritage 
Fund timescales – The Chair advised she had received a note from Cllr Bell that he was waiting on dates from 
Jennifer Care (Revitalising Redesdale). The Chair highlighted that the Community Heritage Fund was open for 
applications until 7 December. 
b) Gritter garage in Byrness – The Chair reported that a pre-application was going to be submitted to NCC by the 
local resident interested in renting the gritter garage land to determine whether a full application was going to be 
needed.   
c) Byrness village clean-up – It was agreed that a one-off skip would be hired by the Parish Council to clear the 
present rubbish. It was further agreed to wait until the undergrowth died back before taking action.  
d) Repairs to the play area in Byrness – Cllr Softley reported he had been in touch with Playdale and had success 
in obtaining replacement parts free of charge and guidance how to repair other parts.      
e) 106 regarding the School House – Following the news from Cllr Riddle it was agreed to ask Cllr MacNeil to 
investigate what equipment the community would want with the given budget. 
f) Treatment work on garages at Byrness – In the absence of Cllr MacNeil it was agreed the Clerk would contact 
John D Falla to determine the latest position. 
g) Underground cabling to Water Treatment Works in Byrness – The Chair and Cllrs Softley and Scott met Irene 
Anderson from Northern Powergrid on 2 October. A route was agreed at that meeting and the Chair signed the 
way-leave contract subsequently sent to the Clerk.   
h) Request to shoot vermin on Parish Council land in Byrness – The Clerk advised he had received no response to
date but would continue to chase. 
i) Overhanging trees on road and path to sewage treatment turn-off – Following the matter being raised by a 
resident it was confirmed the Forestry Commission had undertaken some work to cut back the overgrown trees. 
The Forestry Commission (FC) point of contact had advised the work on the path would be a one-off. There was 
disappointment at this news as the path whilst not actually part of the Pennine Way was used by many walking 
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the route to stay over in Byrness.  It was agreed to respond to the FC thanking them for the work undertaken but 
asking if they would reconsider the decision and attend to the area at least on an annual basis. 
j) Overhanging trees at the School House and Quarry, Rochester – The Clerk advised he had heard back from 
Landfactor and the work was being arranged. The Chair highlighted overhanging trees along the Bremenium Way
and it was agreed to approach NCC for this to be attended to.   
k) Rochester bus shelter painting – The Chair advised arrangements were being made for this work.   
l) Rochester traffic calming – The Clerk advised he had been chasing Neil Snowdon (NCC) for a progress report 
on the action to be taken following his meeting with the Police regarding the speeding traffic through Rochester.  
m) Rochester grass cutting – It was agreed the four cuts of the roadside verges during the year had kept the area 
looking tidy.
n) Offer of four flower boxes for Rochester village – The Chair provided details four flower boxes made from 
recycled pallets by someone near Heighley Gate. It was suggested these would look good at the 30mph signs at 
both ends of Rochester. A payment of £80.00 was suggested and agreed by the Councillors. It was agreed to 
initially check with NCC that these could be installed at the suggested locations.
o) Rochester underground cabling project - The Clerk advised that despite seeking an update on this project he 
had not received a reply. He reported that he had shared photos from Emma Kellie highlighting the underground 
heating pipe work at the village hall.
p) Dog fouling problem in Rochester – Cllr Kelly highlighted an area in the village that had become very bad for 
dog mess being left. There was discussion as to what could be done to eliminated the problem.    
q) Road sweeping, weed killing and drain clearance in Parish – Despite clearing happening in other parts of 
Redesdale the Councillors advised there had been no work in Rochester or Byrness. It was agreed the Clerk would
chase up NCC. 
r) Water Treatment Works – The Clerk advised he had not received an update from Northumbria Water however 
the planning applications for both sites had been received that day. It was agreed he would seek to get 
confirmation that a legacy would be provided by Northumbria Water after the work in both villages.
s) Street lighting in the Parish – The Clerk advised he had not as yet received the draft letter from NCC re the 
house mounted lighting. Additionally there had been no decision regarding the possible relocation of the light 
referenced 25RB. It was agreed that if this had to be moved then it must be replaced with a further light in a 
location nearby. The Clerk advised that it was hopeful that an additional light may be fitted along the main road in
Rochester. 
t) Local Transport Programme 2019-20 – Following discussion it was agreed to submit requests for road safety 
features between Rochester and Redesdale Arms, mechanisms to reduce the speed of vehicles through Rochester 
and the introduction of drop kerbs in Byrness.
u) Updated regulations for sewage discharge and water abstractions – The Clerk shared details that he had added 
the Parish Council website.
v) Start time of future meetings – It was agreed by those present to start future meetings at 7.00pm but the Clerk 
would check with those Councillors absent for confirmation.

8 Planning – 
a) 18NP0057: Demolition of existing extension and replacement with new extension and erection of workshop / 
garage: Byrness Cottage, Byrness, NE19 1TR – This application had been considered by the Councillors between 
meetings via email and there was agreement to support. 
b) 18/02020/FUL: Proposed timber sculpture / shelter. Associated pathway and landscaping to integrate the 
structure within its immediate site: Land north east of Blakehopenick, Kielder. This application had been 
considered by the Councillors between meetings via email and there was agreement to support. 

The Clerk advised he had received the applications regarding the Water Treatment Works in both Rochester and 
Byrness. After discussion there was agreement to support both with comments regarding the availability to the 
local community of the peat that possibly would be extracted in Rochester and slight concern about the possible 
noise from the new buildings that the Clerk would raise when replying.

9 Finance/accounts for payment   
a) Finance update for information & decision  : The Clerk provided details of recent transactions and the 

current balance of the Parish Council bank account. 
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b) Payments to be approved   
 M. Chilvers for salary for August & September £214.18   – was approved by the Councillors 
 Andy Lane (Byrness grass cutting on 24 Aug. 5 & 19 Sept)   – £480.00 had been agreed between meetings. 
 Chris Mowatt (Rochester grass cutting July & September)   – The total £320.00 was approved by the 

Councillors. 
 Donation request for Rochester Village Hall   – £500 was approved by the Councillors
 Payment of invoice for room hire of Rochester Village Hall   - £12.00 was approved by the Councillors

10 Any Other Business: 
a) The Chair advised that following conversation with Adam Keen (NCC) it was hoped a bottle bank would 

soon be available to Rochester and be located in the Camien Cafe car park. It was agreed the Clerk would 
contact Adam Keen to confirm timescales.  

b) The Chair suggested that a wreath should be ordered by both Rochester and Byrness and this was agreed 
by all. The Clerk advised he would contact Susan Varley to order the wreaths and Rev Elaine Ryder with 
an update. 

c) It was agreed to consider donation requests from Great North Air Ambulance and CAN at the November 
meeting. 

d) Cllr Softley reported that there had been a theft of equipment from a shed in Byrness as well as two 
bicycles in the village. He advised both thefts had been reported to the Police. 

e) It was reported that another speeding incident had been witnessed in Byrness. This had been reported to 
the Police however it was acknowledged there was little that at present could be done to tackle this 
problem. There was a suggestion that a ‘No through road’ sign was needed at the junction to A68.

f) The Clerk raised the topic of Community Speed Watch and provided details. Cllr Kelly volunteered to be 
a part of a local initiative.

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 27 November, 2018 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:00pm. 
Meeting closed 10.00pm
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