
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 28 May, 2019 in Bryness 
Village Hall at 7:20pm.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, P. Scott, B. MacNeil, M. Chilvers (Clerk). 
2 Apologies: There were no apologies
3 Declaration of Interest:  P. Softley (9a – Byrness Village Hall donation request).
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, 26 March, 2019 – Was agreed by all and signed by the Chair.
5 Guest speaker – a) There were no guests speakers present.  
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair advised that the next Steering Group meeting was on 12
June. She reported that Katherine Williams had joined the Project Team to assess the outcome and impact of 
projects. The Chair also provided an update on the various projects and activities and advised that the next 
deadline for the Community Heritage Fund applications was 7 June.  She mentioned that there was a call for high 
quality photographs of the Redesdale area that can be included on the RR website and Councillors agreed to 
spread the word.  The Chair advised she had received negative feedback regarding the wild-flower project within 
Byrness. Whilst the extent of the problem was unknown and none of the Councillors had been approach regarding
the matter it was agreed to write to all Byrness residents seeking comments and suggestions as well as volunteers 
for this project and the Chair confirmed she would prepare a draft letter for comment by the Councillors. It was 
agreed to add a link on the Parish Council website for quick access to the Revitalising Redesdale website.  
b) Byrness rubbish clean-up – There was discussion on a good date for hiring a skip. It was agreed the Clerk 
would email a few dates and go with the most popular.     
c) New equipment for Byrness play area – There was agreement that the new play area equipment seemed to be 
very popular with the children of Byrness.          
d) Treatment work on garages at Byrness – Cllrs Scott and Softley agreed to arrange a date for this work.    
e) Clearance of moss on alley adjoining Otterburn Green and South Greens – It was agreed that NCC had done a 
good job clearing the alley.  
f) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – The Chair provided background of the pilot that would provide a
back-up electric supply when power-cuts happened in Byrness during the time that it took engineers to travel and 
to the area and fix the problem. All agreed this would be beneficial to the village and details were awaited from 
Northern Powergrid on the building and location as well as the legalities of this being on Parish Council land. 
g) Byrness community orchard support to maintain the area – Cllr Softley provided an update. Approximately 
half the trees on the football pitch side now had guards. It was not know when the rest would be completed or the 
plans regarding pruning were however it was believed guidance to pruning would be given to volunteers.  
h) Maintenance of ‘Isaac’s bench’ in Byrness – Cllr Scott reported he had assessed the bench and suggested the 
work required. It was agreed to to purchase the wood preserver required to treat it. 
i) Grass cutting of rough area in Byrness near football pitch and the allotments – It was agreed not to have the 
grass cut at this time but defer the decision to the July meeting for a possible cut in September. The quote of 
£150.00 from D. MacNeil was agreed by all Councillors. Cllr MacNeil took no part in the decision. 
j) Rochester traffic calming – The Clerk advised he had spoken to Neil Snowdon (NCC) who reported that the 
matter was presently with the ‘Area Office’ but it was hoped he would have more details shortly. The topic of 
Community Speed Watch was raised and Cllr Kelly volunteered to be part of the local team. He also provided 
names of other Rochester residents he advised would also volunteer.
k) Four flower boxes for Rochester Village – The Chair advised that the two flower boxes at the north end of the 
village would be put into position once preparations by by NCC for the traffic monitoring had been completed. 
She advised it would not be possible to do the same for both signs at the South side of the village but a third box 
would be prepared for one of these. It was agreed to reimburse the Chair if she paid for the three boxes by cash. 
£20.00 a box had been agreed at a previous meeting. 
l) Ownership of the Roundhouse in Rochester – The Chair provided a background to the matter after speaking to 
Peter Sharpe who believed the responsibility of the Roundhouse should be with the Parish Council. The Chair 
shared the paperwork she had received from Lynn Turner (Kielder Forest & Water Park).  Concern was raised 
over a number of matters including how long the Parish Council would be expected to be responsible for the 
building or whether the responsibility was only for five years and if so when that time period started. It was also 
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questioned as to whose responsibility would it be to fund any maintenance / repairs to the building. It was agreed 
to seek further details and clarity over the concerns raised before any commitment was made.  There was 
discussion regarding the possibility of having a footpath created that was wheelchair friendly to the Roundhouse. 
m) Road sweeping, weed killing and drain clearance in the Parish – There was confirmation that road sweeping 
had taken place however the blocked drains had not been attended to. The Clerk advised he would pick up with 
Glen Harrison (NCC) for an update when the work would be completed. 
n) Street lighting in the Parish – The Clerk advised that he had received an email from Gavin Barlow (NCC) 
stating the work would be undertaken by 12 July, 2019. He advised that any issues regarding lights fixed to 
residents property would be dealt with directly by NCC & Galiford Try. It was agreed that a date for the Byrness 
work was required and the Clerk was asked to seek confirmation of the location of the addition light near Byrness 
Village Hall.   
o) Grass cutting dates in Rochester – It was confirmed that Mr Mowatt had made one of his scheduled three cuts 
of the verges. The Clerk advised that Geoff Cairns (NCC) reported that the one and only NCC cut would be mid / 
late June. 
p) Water treatment works – The Clerk provided details of the progress on this matter.
q) Road signs at Carter Bar – The Chair provided a report from a meeting at Carter Bar and proposals for more 
accurate signage as well as information boards to be installed. All agreed with her letter to Cllr Jackson seeking 
assistance.
r) Hyper-fast   broadband in Redesdale   – The Clerk provided an update on matters following a meeting by B4RN 
in Otterburn on 13 May and action required to register an interest. 

8 Planning – 
a)There were no planning matters to review.

9 Finance/accounts for payment
a) The following payment were approved   
 M. Chilvers salary for April and May, 2019 for £214.18
 The payment of £165.00 for cutting grass at Byrness had been agreed via email and paid 
 The NALC subscription of £81.66 was agreed by all.
 The payment of £6,695.40 (inc. VAT) to Proludic Ltd  for the new play area equipment had been agreed 

by email and invoice paid.
 A donation of £500.00 was agreed for Rochester Village Hall
 The invoice of £14.00 for hire of Byrness Village Hall on 28 May was agreed.
 A donation of £500.00 was agreed for Byrness Village Hall
 The Clerk explained that a payment of £120.00 had been received from S. Nichol although she had given 

up the rent of the garage. A refund was agreed by Councillors.
b) Annual Audit 
 The Clerk shared the potential forecast of the budgets for 2019-20 for discussion and review
 Approve the Annual Governance Statement 2018-19 – This was agreed by all Councillors
 Approve the draft Annual Accounts 2018-19 – This was agreed by all Councillors
 Approve the Accounting Statement & Explanation of Variances for 2018-19 – This was agreed by all 
Councillors
 Confirm and approve the Certification of Exemption for 2018-19 – This was agreed by all Councillors 

10 Any Other Business: 
a) Cllr Scott provided an update on the progress regarding the Cafe work.
b) Cllrs Scott & MacNeil highlighted that the pavement in different locations around Byrness is beginning to 

crumble and requires attention by NCC.
c) Cllr Scott spoke of the possibility for a couple of benches to be purchased for South Greens. It was 

proposed that this possibly could be acquired by some Community Heritage Funding via Revitalising 
Redesdale and Cllr Scott agreed to investigate further.

d) The Chair highlighted that Belshiel lay-by no longer had a litter bin, As it used to have one it was agreed 
to contact NCC for a replacement to be installed.
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e) The Clerk handed out leaflets he had received highlighting activities and events on at Kielder Forest & 
Water Park in 2019.

f) Cllr Softley provided an update on the travellers who stopped for a short while on the Parish Council land 
adjacent to the A68. 

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 30 July, 2019 at Rochester Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.   
Meeting closed 9.30pm
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