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Rochester with Byrness Parish Council 
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 30 July, 2019 in Rochester 

Village Hall at 7:00pm. 
 

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, P. Scott, B. MacNeil, M. Chilvers (Clerk).  

2 Apologies: There were no apologies 

3 Declaration of Interest:  P. Softley (7o), |B. MacNeil (7g). 

4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, AGM and ordinary, 28 May, 2019 – Was agreed by all and 

signed by the Chair. 

5 Guest speaker – a) The Clerk advised that Lynn Turner had offered her apologies for not being able to attend.    

6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.   

7 Matters arising 
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair provided details from the questionnaire provided to 

Byrness houses regarding possibilities for the wild-flowering project. Only 10 responses had been received and 

whilst eight of those liked the idea there were only four households offering to volunteer. It was agreed that as the 

majority of residents had not responded the Parish Council would not look to develop this project in Byrness. The 

Chair advised that she had been unable to attend the Steering Group meeting on 12 June and had not received the 

minutes as yet. There was discussion regarding the proposal for a footpath to the Roundhouse at Rochester. The 

Chair provided details of one quote received so far It was agreed to get further quotes before submitting an 

application for funding to Revitalising Redesdale. 

b) Byrness rubbish clean-up – The Chair advised she had spoken to a local farmer who was willing to assist with 

moving of the rubbish with his tractor if a date for a skip hire could be organised.       

c) Treatment work on garages at Byrness – It was agreed that if volunteers could not be organised for applying 

the wood treatment then a quote for the work could be arranged by the Clerk in order to get the work completed 

this year.     

d) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – The latest plans from Colin Potts at Northern Powergrid were 

reviewed by the Cllrs and all were in agreement with proposals.    

e) Maintenance of ‘Isaac’s bench’ in Byrness – Thanks were expressed to the Chair for doing this work.   

f) Grass cutting in Byrness frequency for the remainder of 2019 – Whilst it was acknowledged the grass was 

growing quicker this year than in 2018 there was only a defined amount of budget for the grass cutting. It was 

agreed that the grass would be cut every three weeks for the rest of the season this year. This would mean three 

further cuts, these being on or around 14 August, 4 and 25 September. 

g) Grass cutting of rough area in Byrness near football pitch and the allotments – It was highlighted that all Cllrs 

had agreed the cost of £150.00 for a cut on this area at the previous meeting. Cllr MacNeil advised she would 

speak to her husband to determine if he would have the opportunity this year to cut the area and update the Clerk.  

h) Rochester traffic calming – The Clerk provided the latest details received from Neil Snowdon (NCC). It would 

appear that the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for the 30mph speed limit through Rochester could not be found. 

Apparently the Police were reluctant to enforce the speed limit without this TRO so a new one would have to be 

ordered by NCC that should be in place by late September.  There was disappointment at this latest delay and it 

was agreed to raise the matter with Cllr Riddle. 

i) Four flower boxes for Rochester Village – The Chair advised that two flower boxes at the north end of the 

village were in position and a third was being built for the other end where it would be possible to only have one 

due to the nature of the verge on the other side of the road.   

j) Ownership of the Roundhouse in Rochester – The Clerk advised that a meeting with Lynn Turner and Peter 

Sharpe had been arranged for 8 August at Camien Cafe to discuss the current position and possible Parish Council 

ownership of the Roundhouse. The points raised at the last meeting were acknowledged and would be raised at 

the meeting.  

k) Road sweeping, weed killing and drain clearance in the Parish – The Clerk advised he was still chasing Glen 

Harrison (NCC) for commitment when the wagon would be in Byrness and Rochester to sort the problems.  

l) Street lighting in the Parish – The Cllrs provided details of various locations where street lights were being 

replaced. Concern was raised over the brightness of the lights being fitted on one side of South Greens compared 

to the other. There was agreement that baffles must be fitted where residents wanted them and not wait to see how 

bright it was in adjacent bedrooms. There was confusion as to whether one light at Otterburn Green was going to 

be replaced after a resident objected to it being fitted to their house. It was highlighted that if there was to be no 
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light there it would be very dark at night. It was agreed the Clerk would contact both Gavin Barlow (NCC) and 

Colin Nattrass (Galiford Try) in an attempt to get clarity over plans.    

m) Third and final grass cutting date in Rochester – It was agreed that a the final cut should wait until September 

but the Cllrs would advise the Clerk when it was required.  

n) Road signs at Carter Bar – The Chair provided an update advising that NCC had responded to the request and 

were in favour of installing appropriate signage at Carter Bar. The Chair advised she was waiting proposals that 

she would share when received.  

o) Construction of publicly accessible landmark at Cold Law – The Chair highlighted that since the previous 

meeting the Cllrs had agreed to object the plans of this proposal.. Cllr Softley took no part in the discussion of this 

topic. 

p) Community Speed Watch – The Clerk advised he had been attempting to get an update on this topic but 

without success so far. 

q) Storage space for Parish Council materials – It was confirmed that Rochester Village Hall would have space 

for a four draw cabinet that could be used for storage of Parish Council paperwork. It was agreed that a good 

quality cabinet would be required but a second hand one would suffice if in good order. 

 

8 Planning –  

a) 19NP0048: Demolition of existing porch and construction of enlarged porch: Dykehead Farm, Rochester, 

NE19 1RD: This matter was reviewed by the Cllrs between the meetings and there were no objections. 

b) 19NP0060: Construction of a timber shed for storage ‘on hardstanding’: Dykehead Farm, Rochester, NE19 

1RD: Following discussion there was support for this application. 

9 Finance/accounts for payment 
a) Review and update of the Parish Council finances – The Clerk provided details of the latest financial 

position and confirmed the current bank balance of £14,370.03. 

b) Review of the Parish Clerk’s salary- There was discussion on the current salary ranges provided by NALC 

and the average hours the Clerk work each month. It was agreed by all Councillors to increase the hourly 

rate to £10.37 (NALC pay scale previously  known as SCP19 now recorded as SCP8) in line with the 

recommendations based on an average of 14 hours worked each month. It was agreed to backdate this to 1 

April, 2019. 

c) The following payments were presented an approved:  

 M. Chilvers salary for June and July 2019 for £214.18 

 Payment to C. Mowatt for grass cutting in Byrness and Rochester – Payments since the last meeting 

agreed included £495.00, £660.00 (both for Byrness), £150.00 (Rochester). A payment of £165.00 

(Byrness) and £150.00 (Rochester) were both agreed at the meeting.  

 Payment of £12.00 was agreed for room hire at Rochester Village Hall was agreed. 

 Reimbursement of £60.00 (Rochester flower boxes x3) and £21.95 (wood preserve for Isaac’s seat) were 

both agreed.  

10 Any Other Business:  
a) Cllr Kelly asked about the latest position regarding the three met masts. It was highlighted that two had 

had an extension agreed to 20 June, 2020.  

b) The Chair had shared a letter of complaint about the old garage. The Clerk advised he had been advised 

that the Enforcement Officer at NCC had registered the area as a planning enforcement case under 

reference 19/00880/UNTIDY. Cllr Scott provided details of the proposed work and timescales having 

recently spoken to the owner.  

c) Cllr Softley highlighted an area of the grass at Byrness that had been missed when being cut. It was agreed 

to mention this to Mr Mowatt. 

d) The Clerk reported that he had received the request from NCC for the 2020-21 Local Transport 

Programme priorities that would be on the next meeting agenda.  

e) It was highlighted that some of the footpaths in Byrness were crumbling and required attention. It was 

agreed photos would be sent to the Clerk before he contacted NCC.  

 

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 24 September, 2019 at Rochester Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.    
Meeting closed 8.50pm 


