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Rochester with Byrness Parish Council 
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Friday 4 October, 2019 in Rochester 

Village Hall at 7:00pm. 
 

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, P. Scott,  M. Chilvers (Clerk).  

2 Apologies: There were apologies from B. MacNeil 

3 Declaration of Interest:  P. Scott 7a & 7d. M. Kelly 7h 

4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, 30 July, 2019 – Was agreed by all and signed by the Chair. 

5 Guest speaker – a) There were no guests speakers present.   

6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.   

7 Matters arising 
a) Request for Adblue storage at Byrness car-park – Having declared an interest Cllr Scott left the room. The 

Chair provided background of events and confirmed that the new bunded tank had arrived that day. It was 

reported that the tank has been placed on one level of pallets. Following discussion it was agreed that all pallets 

should be removed from the car park and the ‘No climbing’ sign placed on the store of logs. The Councillors 

agreed they would be open to consider a request for screening of the tank and a stable, appropriate, base for the 

tank. All the Councillors present agreed to ratify the decision made between the Parish Council meetings for 

Adblue to be stored in the Byrness car-park providing all recommendations received from the research with 

numerous authorities were followed by the resident requesting. Upon conclusion of discussions Cllr Scott 

returned to the room. 

b) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair provided details from the Steering Group meeting she 

attended on 18 September. There was an update from the successful find at the archaeological dig at Rattenraw 

and it was hoped these items would be displayed locally. The Chair provided details of forthcoming events and an 

update on the Smoutel Ford project. There was also an update on the wildflower project and the most recent 

Community Heritage Fund applications. The Chair also reported that wildlife materials were available to borrow 

from Wild Intrigue.    

c) Byrness rubbish clean-up – It was confirmed that all rubbish had been cleared by the resident whose garden 

backed on to the area and it was agreed to close this matter.    

d) Treatment work on garages at Byrness – The Clerk provided details of the quotes received and confirmed all 

those who provided a quote had public liability insurance. Following discussion a decision was made to only 

progress the treatment work for now and have the guttering emptied at a later time. It was agreed to offer the 

work to Mr Mowatt at the price of £500.00. It was agreed the Clerk would make arrangements including 

communications with garage tenants.     

e) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – The Clerk provided details from the most recent 

communications with Colin Potts (Northern Powergrid). Exact measurements of the building and required 

surrounding area were to be taken and the project presented for planning application.   

f) Grass cutting of rough area in Byrness near football pitch and the allotments – The Clerk advised he had 

received a quote of £100 for one cut of the rough area. It was decided the area was presently too wet and it was 

agreed to wait until March to review the topic. 

g) Pot holes and crumbling pavements in Byrness – The Clerk confirmed he had received the pictures from Cllr 

Scott and reported the problem to NCC but as yet had not received a response.   

h) Request for skip to be temporary placed on South Greens grass – This request had been received between 

meetings and the decision confirmed that all Councillors agreed to the request providing any damage made was 

repaired after the skip was removed.   

i) Former border filling station – The Chair advised she had learnt that work would be starting the next week on 

the site. If the weather was dry the lake would be dug out but if it was wet then the building would be demolished 

first. 

j) Rochester traffic calming – The Clerk advised he had been attempting to get hold of Neil Snowdon (NCC) for 

an update for last couple of weeks but without success. It was agreed to contact Cllr Riddle for assistance.  

k) Four flower boxes for Rochester Village – The Chair provided an update on progress. It was agreed to 

reimburse the Chair £50 for two oak barrel planters for the 30mph signs at the south end of Rochester. It was also 

agreed to discuss at the next meeting a possible donation to both Rochester & Byrness for plants for boxes and / 

or hanging baskets for 2020. 
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l) Ownership, marketing, charging, and booking arrangements of the Roundhouse in Rochester – At the Chair’s 

suggestion it was agreed on this occasion just to cover the ownership of the building and discuss the other matters 

at a later date.  The Chair provided details from a meeting with Lynn Turner and Peter Sharpe and the 

amendments made to the agreement between the Parish Council and the Trust. These aspects were agreed by all 

Councillors and the agreement document signed by the Chair.  The Chair additionally reported she had met with a 

second contractor and should be receiving a further quote for the creation of a footpath to the building.  

m) Road sweeping, weed killing and drain clearance in the Parish – The Clerk provided details of the latest 

reports from Glen Harrison (NCC) regarding the wagon to clear the drains. It was agreed to keep chasing this 

matter but in the meantime contact Colin Hall (EA) as at one location property was at risk of flooding.   

n) Street lighting in the Parish – It was reported that Galliford Try had as part of their community work installed a 

light for the Rochester Village Hall. It was reported that most of the work in Byrness had now been completed 

however where lights had been moved there was a very dark area on the footpath between the Byrness Village 

Hall and the house nearest it. It was agreed the Clerk would seek a further light to be installed along the path. 

o) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – It was confirmed that this work would start on 7 October.   

p) Road signs at Carter Bar – There was no progress on this matter since the last meeting.  

q) Community Speed Watch – The Clerk advised that he was struggling to get any information from the Police on 

the progress of this matter. Cllr Kelly advised that one couple in Rochester had now decided not to take part. 

r) Storage space for Parish Council materials – It was confirmed the cabinet had been delivered and was in the 

boiler room. The Chair advised it was necessary for the cabinet to be on a wheeled base and it was agreed by all 

to reimburse Mr Pentney to purchase castor wheels for the base. 

s) Local Transport Programme 2020-21 – Following discussion there was agreement to request 1) roadside 

signage from Carter Bar along A68 to warn drivers of icy, untreated, roads 2) 40mph speed restriction on either 

side of the 30mph restriction in Rochester 3) Chevrons to be put at the sharp corners along the A68 within the 

Parish. 

t) Water Treatment Works in Rochester & Byrness – The Chair provided details from a meeting with NWL. Work 

on the sites at both Rochester and Byrness was due to begin in April 2020. NWL advised they were reluctant to 

fund a legacy for speed cameras but provided details of the type of matters they potentially could get involved in. 

It was agreed to provide them with details of the cost of the speed cameras and why in Rochester this was the 

highest priority. For Byrness there was discussion regarding possible work on the Village Hall or public seating. 

u) Local crime, Police & Crime Commissioner response – The letter of response had previously been shared and 

it was agreed that there should be a specific meeting on this matter including neighbouring Parishes. 

v) Complain process – The Clerk shared the policy and after discussion it was agreed to adopt. 

w) Remembrance Wreath for Rochester & Byrness – The Clerk confirmed two wreaths had been ordered. 

 

8 Planning –  

a)19NP0083: Temporary widening of access at NWL, Rochester Water Treatment Works, A68, Rochester 

NE191RA: This matter had been received between meetings and supported by the Councillors. 

b) 19NP0084: Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission 18NP0028 – demolition Byrness 

Water Treatment Works and erection of replacement and associated development: Byrness Water Treatment 

Works, Byrness NE191TS: This matter had been received between meetings and supported by the Councillors 

although concern was raised about the potential noise from the new generator.  

 

9 Finance/accounts for payment 
a) Finance update and adoption of 2018-19 accounts – The accounts were adopted. It was agreed that Clerk 

would prepare the budget update showing spend against precept as well as calculate time spent on work 

for the Byrness garages and allotments as this time should be charged against the funds reserved for both. 

b) Wayleave agreement for land at South Greens, Byrness – The agreement received from Northern 

Powergrid was agreed and signed. The first payment would be paid in October 2020 and be for £71.28. 

The Clerk advised also that Northern Powergrid would make a one-off payment of £50.00 for wayleave 

payments missed in the past. This was agreed by all. 

c) The following payments presented were all agreed 

 M. Chilvers salary for August and September, 2019 for £290.36 plus agreed back-pay of £152.36. 

 Payment to C. Mowatt for two cuts in Byrness at both £165.00. 
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 Payment to Rochester Village Hall for £12.00 for hire of hall on 4 October. 

 Payment of £99.99 + VAT to Viking for the four draw cabinet. 

 A donation of £100.00 was agreed to Great North Air Ambulance. 

 A donation of £100.00 was agreed to Community Action Northumberland 

 

10 Any Other Business:  
a) The Chair advised she had been invited to walk and review the Three Kings walk with Maria Hardy and 

Alex MacLellan to establish if there is a project for Revitalising Redesdale to be a funding partner that 

would re-establish the walk and the best route for the trail. 

b) The Chair additionally mentioned a provisional date of 9 November had been set for tree planting at the 

Byrness end of the Forest Drive as part of the 100 years of Forestry Commission and hoped the local 

community will be involved. 

c) It was highlighted that Trustee training was to be held on 17 October at Byrness Village Hall and the Chair 

suggested as many should attend as possible in case called upon to assist the Village Halls. 

d) The Chair provided an update on work Mr Pentney was doing with Rochester Village Hall. A deed of 

assignment had been discovered and was being reviewed as this had possible impact on agreements and 

processes between the Village Hall and the Parish Council.  

e) Cllr Scott advised he had been made aware of circumstances of excessive speeding along Bremenium Way 

in Rochester. It was agreed that the best action was for residents to report incidents to the Police. 

f) Cllr Softley advised that the Newcastle University Student Union had agreed to volunteer to help with the 

orchard at Byrness. Jesmond Orchard had also agreed to visit in December to offer guidance on pruning 

and a cider making event in 2020 was highlighted as a possibility depending on the crop next year.  

 

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 26 November, 2019 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.    
Meeting closed 9.15pm 

 


