
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Friday 26 November, 2019 in Byrness 
Village Hall at 7:00pm.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, P. Scott, B. MacNeil,  M. Chilvers (Clerk). 
2 Apologies: There were no apologies
3 Declaration of Interest:  P. Scott 7h. S. Chapman 9b
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, 4 October, 2019 – Was agreed by all and signed by the Chair. 
Cllr MacNeil who was absent at the previous meeting asked for clarity over the decision to provide Mr Mowatt 
the work to apply the treatment to the garages in Byrness.  Cllr Softley asked for confirmation that the drop kerbs 
that had been highlighted as a LTP priority the previous year was still on the NCC ‘radar’ to complete. The Clerk 
advised he would seek an update and update the Councillors.
5 Guest speaker – a) There were no guests speakers present.  
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair advised that the next Steering Group meeting was on 11
December and presently there were no further updates. It was highlighted that there was a Dark Sky event at 
Rochester Village Hall on 30 November.   
b) Treatment work on garages at Byrness – The Clerk advised Mr Mowatt had applied two coats of the creoseal to
the garages as well as clear the guttering and make necessary repairs to the guttering. There was agreement that 
the garages were looking much better now.
c) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – The Clerk provided details from the email he had received from 
Northern Powergrid on the project. The Clerk was asked to determine the progress regarding the way-leave on the
building when completed.   
d) Pot holes and crumbling pavements in Byrness – The Clerk provided an update from an email he had received 
from NCC. Cllr Scott advised that a couple of pot holes had been filled at points near the A68 but highlighted 
others that still required attention including the corner near the Village Hall.  Additionally the split in the tarmac 
of the road near 32 South Greens was reported where spring water was seeping through and required urgent 
attention. There was concern raised over the NCC footpath treatment proposal. It was suggested that similar work 
was done previously that had caused several problems to residents property and the Clerk was asked to seek 
assurances the same would happen this time.  The Chair also highlighted the pot holes that needed filling in at 
Bremenium Way in Rochester.
e) Rochester traffic calming – The Clerk advised that despite leaving a number of emails and messages for Neil 
Snowdon (NCC) he had not as yet received an update on the progress of the traffic calming measures. 
f) Ownership, marketing, charging, and booking arrangements of the Roundhouse in Rochester – The Chair 
provided an update on the quotes for proposed footpath at the Roundhouse and the conversation she had with 
Maria Hardy (Revitalising Redesdale) on the possible way forward in respect of a potential Community Heritage 
Fund application. It was agreed the Councillors would give consideration to possible use of the Roundhouse in 
readiness for the next Parish Council meeting when the ‘marketing’ and logistics would be discussed.  
g) Street lighting in Byrness – The Clerk provided an update to the responses he had received regarding the 
request for an additional street light along the footpath behind the Village Hall. It was highlighted that this area is 
particularly dark now due the angle the new LED lights are at on the corner of the properties at either end of the 
footpath. It was agreed to request from NCC a second light at each location to help with the problem. There was 
discussion regarding the two other locations where NCC / Galiford Try have not been able to complete work. 
These refer to light references 37RB and 23RB in Otterburn Green. It was agreed Councillors would attempt to 
speak to residents next to 23RB whilst it was reported the resident whose house 37RB is attached to has been 
made aware Gailiford Try are attempting to contact him for permission to work on the light within their property.
h) Garage rental in Byrness – With garage 8 available from 1 December a notice had been posted and two 
requests had been received it was agreed to provide the tenancy to a couple who will be moving into the village in
December.
i) Road sweeping, weed killing and drain clearance in Parish – It was acknowledged that NCC had sent a wagon 
to clear a number of drains. However others had been missed and a request for a further visit to also include the 
clearance of leaves from road gullies was made.
j) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – As all were aware the work was presently ongoing in the village.
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k) Redefest – Cllr Kelly provided an update from the event in August. He also reported the committee were 
struggling for numbers after a few resignations and that there was a risk the event may not happen in 2020 if 
further volunteers could not be found for both the committee and helping on the actual day. There was discussion 
how the committee were looking at ways to reduce costs and thus increase profits of Redefest that are given to 
local concerns each year.
l) Litter bin for Belshiel lay-by and Rochester bus shelter – The Clerk reported that NCC believed there had never
been a litter bin at Belshiel and whilst willing to put one there had highlighted the cost for this. It was believed the
pole that the old litter bin was attached to was still at the lay-by and the Chair advised she would investigate. 
Regarding the bus shelter it was agreed only a small wheelie bin would be required and that no post to attach it to 
would be necessary.
m) Defibrillator maintenance and replacement parts – A report on the repairs that were needed for the Byrness 
defibrillator was given. This was agreed by all. Cllr Weston highlighted that the battery of the Rochester unit 
would need replacing in 2020.  
n) Road signs at Carter Bar – The Chair advised she hoped to get an update at the next Revitalising Redesdale 
meeting. 
o) Community Speed Watch – The Clerk shared an email he had received from Insp Bridges at Hexham and it 
was agreed to wait to see what developments will happen.
p) Water Treatment Works in Rochester and Byrness – The Clerk advised he had not received any update.
q) Local crime, Police & Crime Commissioner response – There was discussion regarding the topics that the 
Councillors would wish to raise with the Police & Crime Commissioner at the meeting on 6 February. There was 
suggestion that a questionnaire could be shared with parishioners to determine the topics that should be covered.
r) Postal service in Redesdale – The Clerk provided details he had received from Royal Mail regarding why the 
post delivery time was fluctuating on a daily basis. Whilst disappointed that the service would be inconsistent 
going forward it was agreed there was little the Parish Council could do.
s) 885 bus service from Byrness to Hexham – Reports were given of the inconsistent service that had on a number
of occasions not arrived to pick up customers in Byrness. It was additionally reported that the vehicle being 
provided was not suitable for requirements including lack of space for bags and luggage. It was agreed the Clerk 
would contact Neil Easton (NCC) about the service.
t) Parish Council insurance renewal – The Clerk provide a report of the email he had received from Came & Co 
regarding the Parish insurance. Details were agreed and the Clerk was asked to reply to Came & Co as well as 
seek alternative quotes.
u) Mains electricity across the Parish – The Councillors identified several properties that it was believed were not 
on mains electricity.

8 Planning – 
a) There were no planning applications to consider at this meeting. 

9 Finance/accounts for payment
a) Finance update and precept for 2020-21   – The Clerk talked through the budget spend to date and forecast 

for the rest of the financial year. There was discussion regarding the proposed spend up to 31 March, 
2020. There was agreement to transfer charge the cost of time the Clerk had spent on the Byrness garage 
and allotments against the reserved funds for each topic. Following discussion regarding the 2020-21 
precept the majority agreed to maintain the figure at £6,500. 

b) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for October and November, 2019 for £290.36
 It was agreed to defer the discussion regarding the possible donation for bedding plants in both wards.
 C. Mowatt for one cut in Byrness for £165.00 and Rochester for £150.00
 C. Mowatt for the treatment of the Byrness garages for £500.00
 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal for two Remembrance wreaths totalling £37.00
 Reimbursement of £50.00 to S. Chapman for the purchase of oak barrels for plants in Rochester.
 Reimbursement of £17.94 to D. Pentney for the purchase of castor wheels for the Parish Council cabinet.
 Byrness Village Hall for £14.00 for hire of hall on 28 November, 2019.
 Reimbursement to P. Softley of £43.36 (inc VAT) for replacement parts for the Byrness defibrillator.
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 Turtle Engineering Ltd for £257.97 (inc VAT) for a replacement battery and pads for the Byrness 
defibrillator. 

 A donation payment of £100.00 was agreed for Tynedale Hospice. The Chair took no part on the 
discussion of this topic.

 A donation of £200.00 was agreed for both Horsley and Byrness churches for the churchyard upkeep.

The Clerk reported that he had received a £50.00 wayleave payment as compensation from Northern 
Powergrid for missed payments of the poles on Parish Council land in Byrness.

10 Any Other Business: 
a) Cllr Scott reported that the alley connecting Otterburn Green and South Greens was very slippery and the 

leaves / undergrowth needed removing. It was agreed to contact NCC to request clearance. 
b) Cllr Scott also highlighted that the footpath at the back of the Village Hall in Byrness was becoming 

narrower where grass was growing over it and required attention. It was agreed to again ask NCC to 
remove the growth. 

c) Cllr Softley highlighted that NCC would be undertaking a consultation shortly regarding the mobile 
library service.

d) Cllr Softley provided details on the problems at St Francis Church where half of the pews have been roped
off after being water damaged due to rising water table. It was agreed that the Parish Council should be 
kept up-to-date with developments. 

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 28 January, 2020 at Rochester Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.   
Meeting closed 9.45pm
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