
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 28 January, 2020 in 
Rochester Village Hall at 7:00pm.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, P. Scott, B. MacNeil,  M. Chilvers (Clerk). 
2 Apologies: There were no apologies
3 Declaration of Interest:  S. Chapman 7p
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, 26 November, 2019 – Was agreed and signed by the Chair. 
5 Guest speaker – a) There were no guests speakers present.  
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a) Sewage pipe from Old School across  Parish Council land – The Chair provided an update from the meeting 
she and Cllr Scott attended on site with Kwikflow. It was confirmed the problem had been resolved and the pipes 
had been cleared. The Clerk advised he had spoken to NWL who had confirmed it was never their policy to 
remove trees even when roots have caused problems. It was advised that if the problem occurs again then a lining 
would be inserted in the pipe to prevent roots getting through. NWL advised they did not know anything about 
the ringing of the tree. It was agreed no further action was required apart from monitoring the ringed tree.
b) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair provided an update from the Steering group meeting in 
December. A route for the 3 kings walk was being considered from three possibilities with also a potential cycle 
way. The Chair made reference to the ‘Wild Goat’ sculpture that was being proposed for installation at the River 
Rede source at Carter Bar. Upcoming events were highlighted with details on both the Revitalising Redesdale and
Parish Councils websites.
c) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – There was discussion regarding the latest update and 
confirmation that solicitors had been approached to undertake the required work. Cllr MacNeil highlighted that 
there was a pole near the river that was leaning over and required attention.
d) Street lighting in Byrness – There was discussion regarding different areas. Firstly the path between lights 
24RB & 27RB. It was agreed that if a second lantern was fixed on 24RB that extended out beyond the house it 
should illuminate the footpath down to 27RB. According to NCC the resident where 23RB was located had not 
given permission for a new light to be fixed. It was agreed that a light was definitely required at this point and that
even though the footpath was narrow the only option was for a column to be installed on the path. It was reported 
that the owner of the property where 37RB was fixed appeared to still be reluctant to contact Galiford Try to give 
permission for work to be undertaken at this property. It was agreed to approach NCC for options as it was agreed
a light was certainly needed.  It was highlighted that it was very dark between lights 35RB & 29 RB since the new
lights were fixed and it was agreed to approach NCC requesting this problem was addressed.
e) Garage rental in Byrness / possible use for church pew storage – There was agreement to provide a full refund 
to the tenant who was unable to take up the rental of garage 8.  With no other request at this time for the garage it 
was agreed to allow the church to store the pews whilst work is ongoing at the church. The Clerk was asked to 
contact Rev Ryder to confirm arrangements. 
f) Byrness allotment availability – With two plots currently available it was agreed if there was no interest by the 
beginning of February the Clerk would offer Mr Henderson the chance to have the second plot again for a further 
year. It was agreed that this matter would need to be reviewed on a yearly basis.
g) Overhanging ash tree in Byrness – It was agreed that the ash tree as well as a copper beech required canopy 
lifted as these were brushing against high-sided vehicles. The Clerk was asked to obtain quotes for the work.
h) Condition of gritter garage in Byrness – It was agreed the garage was in a sorry state and that really needed 
demolishing and as much of the contents removed as possible. 
i) Condition of Byrness footpaths – The Clerk advised he had heard back from NCC. They advised technology for
resurfacing footpaths had moved on a lot since the last time the paths in Byrness were treated but it was noted the 
problems previously experienced. NCC noted also the problem with the split in the road where it appeared there 
was a spring flowing up through. NCC advised that the work was likely to undertaken in the next financial year.
j) Drop kerbs in Byrness – The work was ongoing. One problem was highlighted outside 29 South Greens and the
Clerk was asked to report this to NCC so it could be addressed before the work was completed. 
k) Grass cutting in Byrness and Rochester – It was agreed to ask Mr Mowatt to quote for cutting the rough area of
land. Also it was agreed to have Byrness grass cut every 3 weeks but review depending on the summer weather.
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l) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – The Chair advised that the work should be finished by the end of 
February. Presently work was being undertaken to connect individual properties.
m) Rochester road traffic calming – The Clerk shared the email received from Neil Snowdon (NCC) advising the 
TRO should be completed within the next few weeks.
n) Litter bin for Belshiel lay-by and Rochester bus shelter – The Clerk provided details he had received from 
Geoff Cairns (NCC). There was disappointment that there would be a charge for the lay-by litter bin post but it 
was agreed to seek a quote from NCC for installation as well. Upon the recommendation that any bus shelter litter
bin was fixed it was agreed to seek alternative options before making a decision.
o) Future use and logistics of the Roundhouse in Rochester – It was agreed to take no action on this until the 
decision had been made on the proposed pathway to the building. 
p) Proposal of new smart meter mast installation in Rochester – The Clerk advised he had just received the 
planning application for this proposal. Following discussion it was agreed that the proposed location was not 
appropriate given the underground cabling and visual impact on local residents. It was noted that the application 
recorded other potential sites and the Councillors agreed that at least two of these would be a much better location
than what was being proposed. It was agreed to object the application but given the timescale the Councillors 
would have a closer look before replying to NNPA. 
q) Road signs at Carter Bar – The Chair advised that it have been mentioned at the most recent Revitalising 
Redesdale meeting that NNPA had agreed to pay for the design of the proposed signs to be located at Carter Bar. 
r) Community Speed Watch – The Clerk advised that the recruitment process for the CSW was being reviewed. 
He also advised this topic was on the agenda for the meeting with the Police & Crime Commissioner.  
s) Library Consultation – Cllr Softley provided details of the survey. It was agreed to encourage as many people 
as possible to complete the questionnaire.
t) Local crime. Police & Crime Commissioner meeting – The Clerk provide details of who was expected to attend
the meeting on 6 February. 
u) 885 bus service – The recent problems were discussed and it was agreed to speak to regular customers to see if 
they wished to provide contact details so they could be updated on the service progress. 
v) Elizabeth Landmark – There was discussion of the details received in respect of the appeal of the application. 
The Councillors agreed all previous objections were still valid and the Parish Council could not support the 
appeal.
w) Parish Council insurance renewal – The Clerk provided details of the quotes he had received for the insurance.
It was agreed Came & Co provided the best value for money and it was also agreed to take the 3 year long term 
deal.
8 Planning – 

a) There were no planning applications to consider at this meeting. 
9 Finance/accounts for payment

a) Adoption of the Financial Regulation and Clerk’s budgetary control authority   – The Chair and Clerk  
talked through aspects of the regulations.  It was agreed that section 4.1 should have the figures of £1,000, 
£500 and £250 recorded respectively. Additionally section 4.5 should also record £250. The regulations 
were agreed by all and adopted. A copy would be posted on the Parish Council website.  

b) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for December, 2019 and January, 2020 for £290.36
 The payment of the invoice for £435.82 to Came & Co for the Parish Council insurance was agreed. 
 A payment of £12.00 was agreed to Rochester Village Hall for room hire on 28 January, 2020. 
 A payment of £0.25 was agreed to Redesdale Estates for lighting rental.
 A refund of £120.00 was agreed by the Councillors for Mr & Mrs Hunt in respect of garage rental not 

taken up.
10 Any Other Business: 

a) The Chair advised she had been in contact with a Josh Sawyer regarding rural community energy fund. 
There was a possibility that Byrness would meet the criteria for a community heating solution such as 
biomass or a bore hole for ground source heating. It was questioned whether the village should seek to 
have a feasibility study undertaken. It was agreed Cllrs Softley, Scott and MacNeil would speak to 
residents to gauge interest.  
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b) The Chair provided details of her communications with NCC regarding the brightness of the street lights 
in Rochester. The street lights near the village hall were particularly bright and adversely impacted at a 
recent Dark Sky event held at the hall. 

c) Cllr Softley advised that the application he and the Chair had submitted on behalf of Byrness Village Hall 
to the Lottery Community Fund with the help of CAN had been successful and was awarded £30,000 
towards refurbishment of the building. This award would go towards repairs and insulation with a view to 
installing either air or ground source heating in future.

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 31 March, 2020 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.   
Meeting closed 9.10pm
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