
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 26 May, 2020 

Due to the Coronavirus emergency and social distancing imposed the meeting was
conducted via video link between the recorded attendees.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston (until 7.35), P. Softley, P. Scott, B. MacNeil,  M. Chilvers 
(Clerk). 
2 Apologies: There were no apologies
3 Declaration of Interest:  S. Chapman & P. Softley both regarding Byrness Village Hall donation request. 
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, 31 March, 2020 – Was agreed as a true record. 
5 Guest speaker – a) There were no guests speakers present.  
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair spoke about the discussion at the March Steering Group
meeting regarding the project legacy objectives. She welcomed ideas from fellow Councillors and residents 
before the next meeting that was scheduled for 17 June. At present the minutes from the March meeting had not 
been received but the Chair advised she would share them when available. The Chair also advised the next round 
of the Community Heritage Funding was open for applications until 10 June.  
b) Road signs at Carter Bar – There was no update to share at this meeting.
c) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – There was discussion following the latest details received from 
Colin Potts of Northern Powergrid. Cllr Softley highlighted there needed to be easy access from the access track 
of the highway to the ‘unofficial’ track that ran parallel the houses of South Greens. The Clerk was asked to 
highlight points raised to Mr Potts seeking clarification where required.
d) Leaning Northern Powergrid pole in Byrness – There was no update to share at this meeting.
e) Street lighting in Byrness – The Clerk highlighted the email he had received from Gavin Barlow (NCC). 
Following discussion it was not known what else the Parish Council could do to get the residents in question to 
contact Mr Barlow in order to progress and complete the work on the remaining street lights in Byrness. 
f) Garage and Allotment rental in Byrness – The Clerk advised that many of garage tenants had agreed to 
continue their monthly rent despite the offer of a six month ‘holiday’ during the Covid19 crisis. The Clerk 
advised that there were currently two residents on the waiting list but all but one of the garages were being used 
presently. The exception being the garage that the Councillors had agreed could be used by St Francis Church for 
storage whilst repairs were made.  
g) Work at Byrness church – Cllr Softley provided an update on progress of the work at the church and the 
options being considered. It was reported that there had been some negative feedback regarding the state of the 
graveyard and how much was overgrown with some people having difficulty identifying their family graves. It 
was agreed the Clerk would pass on comments to Maire West.
h) Overhanging and damaged trees in Byrness requiring attention – All Councillors agreed they were happy with 
the quality of the work. It was highlighted that the shrubs near the telephone box also required attention. It was 
agreed the Councillors living in Byrness would investigate and report back. It was also agreed to take no 
immediate action regarding the oak tree but monitor the situation regularly for the time being.
i) Drop kerbs in Byrness – It was highlighted that work was still required outside 29 South Greens where the 
slope was steep and the Clerk was asked to contact NCC regarding the matter although it was acknowledged that 
service cables may run under the path at this point.
j) Street parking and damage to village green, South Greens, Byrness – It was acknowledged that this was an 
ongoing problem and it appeared the residents who was parking their car in the current location was unlikely to 
park elsewhere having been asked on previous occasions. There was discussion regarding the possible options 
available and it was agreed to approach NCC for advice on the matter before any action was taken.
k) Byrness car park – There was agreement to leave the car park closed for the time being and monitor the 
easement of lock-down in Scotland before a decision was made when to reopen it.
l) Litter bin near St Francis Church – The Clerk advised he had received assurances from Geoff Cairns (NCC) that
the bin would be emptied fortnightly going forward. 
m) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – The Chair advised that whilst the cabling had been completed 
there was still some work to be done including the transformer to move and some overhead cables still to remove. 
There are several locations in the village that had been left in a state and untidy, gravel from the verges which had
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not been made good was being washed away and blocking drains.  The Chair advised she was contacting the 
authorities to get the work completed.
n) Rochester traffic calming – The Clerk highlighted the emails received from William Banks (NCC) that 
provided the notice of the speed restriction through the village. The Chair provided an update on the matter of the 
speed indicator cameras. It was highlighted that research suggested ANPR cameras would have a greater effect in 
helping to reduce the speed of some drivers through the village and that this was being investigated with the 
Police and possible suppliers. 
o) Litter bin for Belshiel lay-by and Rochester bus shelter – There was agreement to proceed with a litter bin in 
the lay-by and ask Geoff Cairns for NCC to install at the quoted cost of £100.20 plus the cost of the locking post 
of £140.  It was agreed not to proceed with a wheelie bin in the bus shelter as it would also require a locking post 
for safety reasons according to Mr Cairns. 
p) Dial-a-ride Adapt service to Morpeth – The Clerk reported that this service would still be trialled but due to the
Covid19 crisis it had been pushed back and a start date would be advised in due course.
q) NCC grant for Rochester Roundhouse – The Chair confirmed the Parish Council had been successful in 
receiving the £10,000 Covid19 grant from NCC in respect of the Roundhouse. There was discussion regarding 
using these funds to install a previously mentioned pathway to the building.
r) Coronavirus local actions – The Clerk made reference to guidance and details he had posted on the Parish 
Council website. 
s) Rebuilding local tourism – The Clerk made reference to the email received from Bellingham Parish Council. It 
was agreed this was a good idea and the Councillors would assist where possible although it was highlighted that 
local businesses must be actively involved in any work going forward.  
8 Planning – 

a) There were no applications for review at this meeting. 
9 Finance/accounts for payment

a) Review of Parish Council finances and plans for 2020-21   – The Clerk provided details of the report he had
submitted and there was discussion on the options for the financial year 2020-21.

b) Approve the Annual Governance Statement 2019-20   – This was approved by all. 
c) Approve the draft Annual Accounts for 2019-20   – This was approved by all.  
d) Approve the Accounting Statement & Explanation of variances for 2019-20   – This was approved by all.
e) Confirm and approve the Certification of Exemption for 2019-20   – This was approved by all.
f) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for April & May 2020 for £290.36 and £7.80 (book of stamps) was agreed.
 Payment of annual subscription to NALC for £84.75 was agreed. 
 Payment to C. MacNeil for work on Byrness trees for £450.00 plus VAT was agreed.
 Payment of invoice to D. Pentney for repair to Rochester notice board for £19.94 plus VAT was agreed.
 Payment of two invoices to C. Mowatt for grass cutting in Byrness for £250.00 & £165.00 was agreed.
 Donation payments to Rochester and Byrness Village Halls. It was noted that having received the Covid19

£10,000 grant from NCC Rochester Village Hall committee advised they would not be requesting a 
donation this year. Following a request from Byrness Village Hall a sum of £500.00 was agreed.

10 Any Other Business: 
a) Cllr Scott highlighted that there had been reports locally that a new service provider had taken over the 

Tuesday Hexham bus service.  It was agreed the Clerk would investigate the matter and report back.
b) The Clerk advised that there would be a safety inspection of the Byrness Play Area in June or July.

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 28 July, 2020 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.   
Whilst confirmation would be provided nearer the time it is likely this meeting will take place by video link.
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