
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 28 July, 2020 

Due to the Coronavirus emergency and social distancing imposed the meeting was
conducted via video link between the recorded attendees.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly (from 7.20), D. Weston, P. Softley, P. Scott, B. MacNeil, M. Chilvers 
(Clerk). 
2 Apologies: There were no apologies
3 Declaration of Interest:  P. Softley regarding Byrness graveyard donation request. S. Chapman item 7s.
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting and Annual Parish meeting, 26 May, 2020 – Was agreed as a 
true record. 
5 Guest speaker – a) There were no guests speakers present.  
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  

7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair made reference to the March Steering Group minutes 
that she had shared with the Councillors. She advised that she would share the June Steering Group meeting 
minutes when received. The Chair reported that whilst the Revitalising Redesdale team had been given sanction 
to extend the project lifetime due to lost time during the Covid19 lock-down there would be no more budget. The 
Chair provided details on the matters discussed at the recent meeting including the proposed goat sculpture to be 
located near the source of the River Rede and updates on Benshaw Moor, Lidar report, Smoutel Ford and the 
recent Community Heritage Funding applications. The Chair urged the Councillors to share with the residents in 
the community and ask them to provide feedback and opinions on what priorities they wish work to focus on.  
b) Road signs at Carter Bar & possible Community Heritage Fund  – The Chair provided an update of the signs 
that had been agreed previously and advised that the project had got to the stage of seeking funding. She reported 
that this was not within the Revitalising Redesdale project remit so funding would need to be mostly found 
externally. Whilst approach would be made to Kielder Forest & Water Park as well as National Park and NCC 
there was consideration whether the Parish Council could on behalf of the project seek up to £2,000 from the 
Community Heritage Fund. It was estimated the overall cost of the work would be approximately £13,000.  
c) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – The Clerk highlighted the latest position of this work and that 
NWL were about to engage with the Parish Council’s solicitors to progress matters. 
d) Leaning Northern Powergrid pole in Byrness – The Clerk advised he had exchanged emails with a NWL 
engineer who reported that a permanent solution for the leaning post would be undertaken in the next few months.
e) Street lighting in Byrness – The Clerk shared the most recent email from Gavin Barlow (NCC) and advised he 
was seeking further details and timescales so that this work could finally be completed.
f) Byrness grass cutting schedule for 2020 – After discussion it was agreed that the cutting schedule should follow
a three weekly cycle to meet the planned budget but at the same time keeping the area looking neat and tidy. Cllr 
Scott believed that with the recent weather the next cut would not be required until week commencing 10 August.
He also suggested, with the agreement of all, that the area around the posts of the play area equipment should 
have weed killer applied to prevent the need of strimming that was damaging the wooden legs.  Cllr Scott agreed 
to be the point of contact for Mr Mowatt in respect of grass cutting in Byrness.
g) Work at Byrness church – The Clerk made reference to the email he had received from Maire West and shared.
Concern was raised that a number of Byrness residents had reported that they had not heard progress reports on 
the repairs of the church. A request to receive monthly reports on the progress, including expected dates of key 
stages and re-opening of the church. These could be shared with the residents via the Parish Council website. 
h) Byrness church graveyard – There was discussion about the reports some Byrness residents had made 
regarding the state of the St Francis graveyard. Concern was expressed as to how the £200 annual donation was 
being spent on the graveyard and the fact the PCC had not been able to confirm details of expenditure from 
previous donations. It was acknowledged that the graveyard was a large area however Councillors had received a 
number of reports of residents volunteering their time to help maintain the area. There was agreement to make a 
further donation this year of £200 for each church but on the strict understanding that these funds were split 
evenly between the two churches and for only graveyard maintenance; It was also requested that a report was 
provided as to how the funds were spent. Cllr Softley took no part in the donation decision.
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i) Overhanging and damaged trees in Byrness requiring attention – Cllr Scott highlighted the trees and shrubs 
along Otterburn Green that had grown to such an extent that it was currently not possible to cut the grass beneath 
them. It was agreed to seek a quote for these to be cut back. 
j) Drop kerbs in Byrness – Cllr Scott reported on the areas that still required attention. These included locations 
between 27 and 29 South Greens. He advised he had been speaking to Geoff Oliver (NCC) and hoped the matter 
would be resolved shortly.
k) Street parking and damage to village green, South Greens, Byrness – It was agreed a permanent solution was 
required to the damaged green and deep rut that had developed along a section of green. With the possibility the 
work could be costly there was discussion on possible solutions. The Chair agreed to approach NWL regarding 
possible hardcore from the soon to be demolished Water Treatment works to possibly being used along the stretch
of green that is damaged with soil and matting added and grass seed applied.
l) Access request to back garden 32 South Greens – It was highlighted that it was believed the property had been 
sold. It was agreed to take no action now but assess any subsequent request that may come from the new owners.
m) Trees surrounding An Sgoil – The Clerk provided an update having received an email from the property owner
seeking clarification over the responsibility of the trees nearby. It was agreed whilst the Councillors could assess 
the situation it required a specialised knowledge and the Clerk was asked to approach Forestry England as well as 
a local arborist regarding the matter.
n) Resurfacing of Byrness pavements – The Clerk provided an update on the timescales of the resurfacing work 
after he had spoken to Andy Olive (NCC). Cllr Scott confirmed he had met with Geoff Oliver (NCC) to highlight 
the locations that require special attention. 
o) Byrness Play Area annual inspection and reopening – The Clerk shared the recommendation from the 
inspection report. It was agreed to make arrangements for the grass around the legs of the equipment to be weed 
killed to prevent the need for strimming. It was also agreed the picnic seats in poor condition would be removed. 
It was agreed to leave the Play Area closed for the time being but the Clerk would investigate possible signage to 
use when it was possible to reopen. 
p) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – The Chair reported that she had met with Ian Towers and had 
highlighted the various points around the village that required attention before the project could be completed. 
The Chair advised she was waiting for Mr Towers to return to her with timescales for the work.
q) Rochester traffic calming – The Chair confirmed the NCC notice of a speed control area had been put in the 
noticeboard. There was discussion regarding the possibility of purchasing an ANPR camera and that the Clerk 
was attempting to obtain confirmation from the Police that this would be allowed. The Chair highlighted that 
some residents had taken it on themselves to monitor drivers coming through the village. It was reported that 
some residents had received abuse from drivers. The residents had been advised not to continue but any incidents 
should be reported via 101 service.
r) Litter bin for Belshiel lay-by – The Clerk reported that he had been advised that Geoff Cairns (NCC) was 
presently off work sick and no one else had been able to provide an update on this matter.
s) Use of NCC grant for Rochester Roundhouse – The Chair provided an update on matters in respect of the 
quotes received for the creation of a path leading to the Roundhouse. Whilst the Chair took no part in the decision
it was agreed by the remaining Councillors to accept the lowest quote. It was noted that the recommendation was 
that geo-matting would not be required given the geology of the land at this location. 
t) Maintenance of defibrillators in Rochester & Byrness – Cllr Weston provided a summary of agreement who 
were the guardians of each defibrillator. He also advised that a replacement battery would be required for 
Rochester in the next couple of months and the purchase of this was agreed by the Councillors 
u) Local Electricity Bill – The Clerk provided details of the email he had shared. It was agreed the Councillors 
would review and revert back with comments.
v) Format of next Parish Council meeting – Following discussion it was agreed to hold the September meeting via
video / phone link and review the situation at the time for the next meeting.

8 Planning – 
a) 20/02029/BT: Proposal to remove phone box 01830520675: O/S Post Office PC01, Byrness Village,   

NE19 1TR – The Clerk confirmed he had sent the agreed comments objecting the application highlighting 
the vital importance of the phone box in the rural area of Byrness. 
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9 Finance/accounts for payment
a) Update on Parish Council budget   – The Clerk provided details of the latest budget position and forecast. It 

was agreed that the situation required regular monitoring due to the recent trend of costs slightly 
outstripping income.

b) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for June and July, 2020 for £290.36 was agreed.
 Payment of invoice to Play Inspection Coy for £67.50 plus VAT for the play area inspection was agreed, 
 The Clerk confirmed five invoices had been paid since the last meeting following Councillors emailed 

agreement. Four for £165.00 for Byrness grass cutting and one for £150.00 for Rochester grass cutting.
 Donation requests from Holy Trinity, Horsely and St Francis, Byrness PCC for upkeep of respective 

graveyards. The Councillors covered and agreed this matter in item7h and agreed to a donation of £200 for
each graveyard on the strict understanding the donation was spent evenly on each location and a record 
was provided how the donation was spent. Cllr Softley took no part in this agenda item.

10 Any Other Business: 
There was no other business raised.

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 24 September, 2020 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.   
Whilst confirmation would be provided nearer the time it is likely this meeting will take place by video link.
Meeting closed 9.10pm
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