
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 29 September, 2020 

Due to the Coronavirus emergency and social distancing imposed the meeting was
conducted via video link between the recorded attendees.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, B. MacNeil, S. Shaw, M. Chilvers (Clerk). 
2 Apologies: There were apologies from P. Scott
3 Declaration of Interest:  P. Softley items 7h, i & Byrness graveyard donation request. S. Chapman item 7r.
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting and Annual Parish meeting, 28 July, 2020 – Was agreed as a 
true record. 
5 Guest speaker – a) There were no guests speakers present.  
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a)  Co-opt and welcome new Parish Councillor – The Chair welcomed Steve Shaw to the Parish Council who 
provided a brief background to his history with Byrness. All agreed to the co-option to the Parish Council on the 
Byrness ward. 
b) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair reported on the minutes from the Steering Group 
meeting held in September to highlight the main aspects of the meeting and referred to the map of activities of the
project to date.  
c) Road signs at Carter Bar & possible Community Heritage Fund  – The Chair reported that she had been 
advised the project had been quoted at £13,000. There was agreement for the Chair to contact Cllr Riddle for 
possible funding towards the project. Additionally the Parish Council were invited to apply for Community 
Heritage Funding via Revitalising Redesdale. It was hoped further funds will be sourced via other bodies 
including Northumberland National Park, Kielder Water and Forest Park.  
d) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – There was agreement to the plans provided for the landscaping 
of the proposed substation. The Clerk was asked to seek agreement from Northern Powergrid that they will be 
responsible for the maintenance of the landscaping going forward to keep the area looking neat and tidy.
e) Leaning Northern Powergrid pole in Byrness – The Clerk advised he had exchanged emails with a NWL 
engineer who confirmed the work to repair the pole is still scheduled to happen. 
f) Street lighting in Byrness – The Clerk advised he was still chasing Gavin Barlow (NCC) regarding the 
completion of the work in Byrness but had not as yet received a response. 
g) Remaining scheduled grass cutting in Byrness – There was agreement to make the next scheduled grass cut of 
around the 6 October to be last for the year. Additionally it was agreed to have the rough area in the village cut 
again at the same time. The Clerk advised he had spoken to the contractor regarding the grass cuttings left on the 
footpath near the Village Hall and reported that this would not happen again. There was agreement to the Chair’s 
proposal for no last verge cut in Rochester but instead use the funds to have the area around the Roundhouse cut 
to the same value of £150 plus a couple of small areas along the main road.
h) Work at St Francis church, Byrness – The Chair reported on a conversation she had had with Maire West who 
represents the PCC. Church PCC funds were apparently being reallocated to pay towards the repairs at the church.
Additionally an application was being made to Revitalising Redesdale Community Heritage Fund.
i) Byrness church graveyard – The Chair advised she had been given assurances from Maire West that the 
donation from the Parish Council was being used on the Byrness graveyard maintenance. Additionally further 
volunteer days were going to be organised.
j) Update on Byrness garage and allotment rental position – The Clerk provided details of the waiting list for both 
the garages and allotments. And there was agreement for the proposals put forward. There was discussion 
regarding the old gritter garage. It was agreed that this needed to be demolished however attempts to get quotes 
for the work had proved unsuccessful so far. It was also noted that there was rubbish that needed to be removed. 
The Chair advised she would investigate options.  
k) Street parking and damage to village green, South Greens, Byrness – The Chair referred to pictures she had 
taken that day of the problem in Byrness. These had been sent to NCC by the Clerk for guidance on the situation. 
There was discussion of possible options to resolve the problem of the deep rut that had appeared again in the 
green. The Clerk advised that NCC had confirmed it would not fund extending the lay-by and that any work 
would need to be funded by the Parish Council. The Chair advised she would speak to NWL to see whether 
hardcore from the dismantled water treatment works could be put in the rut to help provide a base that would 
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withstand vehicles driving across. In the meantime due to the increasingly worsening situation it was agreed 
bollards should be placed over the rut.
l) Survey report from Arborist regarding trees surrounding An Sgoil and other key locations in Byrness – There 
was discussion regarding the report and agreement to take action on the higher priority trees identified in the 
survey and the Clerk was asked to obtain quotes for the work. It was agreed to seek possible funding and give 
consideration of budget requirements for future work and a regular survey.
m) Resurfacing of Byrness pavements – Cllr Shaw reported that weeds had already begun to grow through the 
resurfacing in certain locations. Cllr MacNeil advised there was a problem outside her home where water was 
now draining differently and causing problems. It was agreed the Clerk would contact Andy Olive (NCC).
n) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – The Chair reported that she had spoken to Simon Poole (Freedom)
regarding the remaining work still required to finish the project and would continue to chase until it was 
completed.
o) Rochester traffic calming and speed indicator cameras – The Clerk reported on his conversation with Sgt Kate 
Benson regarding the possibility of an ANPR camera being located at Rochester. It was hoped a decision would 
be made before the end of 2020.
p) Litter bin for Belshiel lay-by – The Clerk reported that the bin had been installed at the lay-by. 
q) Rochester Roundhouse pathway and NCC grant – There was agreement that the newly laid pathway looks 
good. There was discussion about the request from Revitalising Redesdale to use the building as a village hub and
include details of the projects as well as information on the history of Redesdale. Whilst there was cautious 
agreement it was agreed there should be no competition for business with the village hall. There was agreement 
that the gate needed replacing and that a new one needed to be self closing and that possibly a Community 
Heritage Fund application could be made. 
r) Johnnie Johnson housing, Bremenium Way – The Chair reported on a situation where it appeared local people 
were not being given priority on housing when they became available in Rochester. It was agreed to write to both 
Karbon Homes and Johnnie Johnson homes seeking clarification and remind them on the original agreement of 
the prioritisation for local people when houses become available.
s) Process for public using Parish Council land to hold events – Following a request made for a Bank Holiday 
event on Parish Council land it was agreed people needed to be made aware of responsibilities when hosting an 
event that is not organised by the Parish Council. It was proposed to create a document outlining Community 
Events planning requirements and conditions that would be made available on the Parish Council website. It was 
noted that the Parish Council did not want to create conflict with the Village halls when granting permission to 
host events in the Parish.
t) AGE UK activity packs – The Clerk provided details of packs he had received from AGE UK and were 
available to those wanting one in Redesdale. 
u) Local Transport Programme update 2020-21 and decision for 2021-22 – The Clerk provided an update from 
NCC on the requests made the previous year. Disappointment was expressed for those proposals turned down by 
NCC. After discussion it was agreed to request for the 2021-22 LTP 1) resurfacing of the Rochester footpath 
along the main road, 2) resurfacing and repair of the drains along Bremenium Way, 3) repairs to the pathway that 
runs along A68 from the old filling station to Byrness and 4) additional safe car parking in Byrness.
v) Adoption of Northumberland National Park local Plan – The Clerk provided details of the plan.
w) Forest Management carried out by Forestry England – Cllrs MacNeil and Shaw highlighted the path and road 
that runs to the church from the village and was overgrown. It was noted that this was Forestry England’s 
responsibility to maintain and required attention. The Chair reported on a meeting with Alex MacLennan 
regarding the proposals for the 3 Kings route. Concern was raised about the lack of attention and budget Byrness 
receives from Forestry England compared to Kielder. 

8 Planning – 
a) 20NP0070: Small extension to the approved replacement dwelling: Evistones Cottage, Rochester, NE19   

1RY – There was agreement from all Councillors to support this application. 

9 Finance/accounts for payment
a) Update on Parish Council budget and adoption of 2019-20 accounts   – There was discussion regarding the 

pressure on finances and whether the precept may need to be increased next financial year. It was agreed 

Rochester/Byrness202009



to give careful consideration to required services for the next year and whether volunteers could be used 
for some tasks where presently precept is being spent. 

b) Review of the Clerk’s salary   – In line with NALC recommendations it was agreed to increase the Clerk’s 
salary and back date to 1 April, 2020. 

c) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for August and September, 2020 for £290.36 with backdated pay of £23.52 was agreed
 It was agreed to make a payment of £24.00 to Otterburn Parish Council that equated to a third of the six 

months zoom subscription shared with Otterburn and Elsdon Parish Councils.
 The payments of £174.00 & £83.97 were agreed for the replacement battery and pads of the Rochester 

defibrillator.
 The payments of £165.00 (x2) for Byrness grass cutting and £150 for the one cut in Rochester to CM 

Commercial (NE) Ltd were agreed.
 The payment of £26.28 + VAT was agreed to The Sign Shed for Covid19 signs for the Byrness Play Area.
 The payment of £1,820.00 + VAT was agreed to A. Dodd for the footpath at the Roundhouse.
 The payment of £200.00 + Vat was agreed to F. Charlton for the tree survey in Byrness.

10 Any Other Business: 
a) It was agreed to purchase two Remembrance wreaths again this year.
b) It was agreed to consider the Great North Air Ambulance donation request at the next meeting.
c) It was agreed to consider the matter of the Play Area sign in Byrness that was in need or repair at the next 
meeting. 

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 24 November, 2020 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.   
Whilst confirmation would be provided nearer the time it is likely this meeting will take place by video link.
Meeting closed 9.25pm
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