
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 24 November, 2020 

Due to the Coronavirus emergency and social distancing imposed the meeting was
conducted via video link between the recorded attendees.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, B. MacNeil, S. Shaw, P. Scott 
M. Chilvers (Clerk). 
2 Apologies: There were no apologies
3 Declaration of Interest:  S. Chapman item 9b Tyndale Hospice.
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting and Annual Parish meeting, 29 September, 2020 – Was 
agreed as a true record. 
5 Guest speaker – a) There were no guests speakers present.  
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair advised that the next Steering group meeting was on 9 
December. She also provided details on the latest successful Community Heritage Funding applications that 
included £2,000 grant towards the repairs at St Francis church.  
b) Road signs at Carter Bar & possible Community Heritage Fund  – The Chair provided a summary of grants 
that were promised to date. This included £2,500 from Cllr Riddle, a further £500 from NNPA following the £350
already paid out. £500 from the Dark Sky Park and £1,000 from Kielder Water & Forest Park. It was agreed the 
Parish Council should seek a £2,000 grant from Revitalising Redesdale Community Heritage Fund.  If successful 
this would make a running total of £6,850 against the £13,000 project cost but it was believed NCC would also 
contribute towards the project.
c) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – Reference was made to the recent email from Colin Potts 
(Northern Powergrid) that the Clerk had shared advising that a Planning Application would be submitted very 
shortly. Additionally Savills had been appointed to assist with the application.
d) Leaning Northern Powergrid (NPg) pole in Byrness – The Clerk reported that work to repair the pole was due 
to take place on 13 December and that power supply to Byrness would be cut whilst this took place. NPg would 
be providing a Customer Care caravan and will be assisting any residents requiring help during the day. 
e) Street lighting in Byrness – The Clerk advised he was still chasing Gavin Barlow (NCC) regarding the 
completion of the work in Byrness but had not as yet received a response. It was agreed to seek assistance from 
Cllr Riddle in an effort to get a response and completion of the work.
f) Consideration for grass cutting in Byrness in 2021 – The Chair provided background to the current position in 
respect of arrangements for the grass cutting in Byrness and Rochester and link to past precept increases. It was 
agreed that the precept could not be increased to cover purchase of equipment or extra spend on grass cutting in 
Byrness. The Chair highlighted possible options for funding to purchase equipment however that would take time.
It was noted that Cllr Shaw had committed to maintaining any equipment purchased and he was thanked for this 
offer. It was agreed to continue investigation into the Parish Council purchasing its own equipment but in the 
meantime the Clerk was asked to seek quotes for grass cutting in 2021. Additionally it was agreed that the Clerk 
should obtain a quote for cutting the rough area in Byrness in spring with cuttings removed. After the initial cut it 
was agreed the area would be cut locally.
In respect of Rochester it was agreed that there should be a quote for the usual grass verges threes times in 2021 
plus the two additional locations highlighted by the Chair and a cut around the Roundhouse. 
g) Moles in Byrness – There was agreement that the state of the greens were suffering due to the amount of mole 
activity. Cllr Scott advised that licences were required to catch moles and that the price had increased by mole 
catchers. It was agreed the Chair would approach a local person for more information and a possible quote.
h) Work at St Francis church, Byrness – Cllr Softley advised that the joiner was due to remove the pews next 
week so that repairs could then begin at the church. 
i) Update on Byrness garage and allotment rental position –  It was noted that the pews from the church would be 
temporarily stored in the vacant garage. It was also reported that the Village hall may require space to store 
furniture when further work begun on the hall. The Clerk provided the latest position regarding the usage and 
waiting lists for both the garage and allotment rental. The proposed actions were agreed by all. It was agreed to 
keep the vacant garage for Parish Council use.
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j) Byrness garages (mouse problem and identified repairs) – The Clerk provided an update on the problem 
regarding mice following visit from Pest Control from NCC. The quote received for £280.00 for the repairs 
needed across all garages was agreed and the Clerk was asked to contact the contractor to confirm matters. Cllr 
MacNeill advised that a leak in the garage roof she rented needed repairing.
k) Gritter garage – Cllr Scott advised that someone would be visiting the location shortly to remove all metal. At 
that point is was agreed to assess the number of remaining items and get a quote from NCC for removal. It was 
agreed that whilst the garage needed demolishing there was plenty of timber that would be useful for future 
garage repairs.
l) Street parking and damage to village green, South Greens, Byrness – Whilst it was acknowledged that the 
bollards placed along the damaged green was only a temporary measure there was agreement that these did seem 
to be working to prevent vehicles causing more damage to the rut. It was hoped hardcore from the water treatment
works when demolished could be used to fill in the rut.
m) Action following survey report from Arborist regarding trees in Byrness – The Clerk advised details of the 
agreed quote selected by the Councillors, £390.00 + VAT for removing the four trees that had been identified has 
highest priority. The Clerk advised that the work should be undertaken within the next few weeks and that it had 
been arranged for the log-bank charity would also remove some logs.
n) Condition of Byrness Play Area sign – Cllr MacNeil advised her husband had a couple of posts and could fix 
the sign. 
o) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – The Chair reported that there had been no update on the 
completion of work but she would continue to chase.
p) Rochester traffic calming and speed indicator cameras – The Clerk advised he had not received an update on 
this topic.
q) Rochester Roundhouse gate – The Chair advised that it was proposed to submit an application for a new gate to
replace the existing gate that no longer opens and is beyond repair. It was agreed this would make the place more 
inviting and would be wheel chair friendly. There was discussion about the possibility of a second gate being 
needed as well but options were currently being considered before a decisions would be made. 
r) Rochester A68 flooding –  Cllr Kelly reported on the matter where drain blockage had caused flooding in 
Rochester across the A68. He advised that NCC had been to the village and cleared the problem. It was agreed to 
write again to NCC regarding the problems on Bremenium Way where poor / lack of drainage was causing flood 
water to cascade down on to the A68 as well as leave mud and stones on the road leading to further pot holes. 
s) Process for public using Parish Council land to hold events – There was discussion regarding the need for 
formal paperwork including risk assessment and plans to be submitted to the Parish Council for agreement before 
any event could take place on Parish Council land. Whilst there was agreement it was disappointing to need to 
introduce such measures that may put off some activities, it was a necessity in this day and age and as such the 
proposals submitted were agreed. It was agreed the notices would be posted on the website as well as the local 
noticeboards.
t) AGE UK activity packs – The Clerk advised these had been distributed locally and that further, new, packs 
were due to arrive in the next week or so.  
u) Parish Council insurance renewal – The Clerk provided details of the proposed insurance cover from January 
2021. Following discussion it was agreed to accept the cover provided. 

8 Planning – 
a) There were no planning application to consider at this meeting.  

9 Finance/accounts for payment
a) Update on Parish Council budget and setting the 2021-22 precept   – The Clerk provided details of the 

budget spend and forecast to the end of the financial year. The Councillors discussed the pressure on 
finances and the impact increase in general costs was having on available funds. It was agreed to increase 
the precept by £500 to £7,000 next financial year.  

b) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for October and November, 2020 for £290.36 with backdated pay to 1 April, 20202 of 

£23.52 was agreed
 Reimbursement to Cllr Softley for a garage padlock of £6.99 was agreed.
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 Payment of invoice to CM Commercial (NE) Ltd for grass cutting in Byrness and Rochester – the 
payments for £250 (£150 Rochester grass cutting & £100 for installation of litter bin at Belshiel lay-by) 
and £165 (Byrness grass cutting) were agreed.

 The payment of £37.00 for two Remembrance Wreaths was agreed.
 The payment of an invoice for £110.00 including VAT for the pest control at the Byrness garages was 

agreed.
 The payment of £447.39 for the Parish Council insurance premium was agreed.
 A donation to the Great North Air Ambulance for £100 was agreed.
 A donation to CAN for £100 was agreed
 A donation to AGE UK for £50 was agreed
 A donation to Tynedale Hospice for £100 was agreed.

10 Any Other Business: 
a) Cllr Shaw asked about whose responsibility was it for the fencing around the village as some areas it was  
in poor condition such as at the shelter belt in front of Otterburn Green. It was believed it was the Parish 
Councils responsibility but that budget was the main factor in being able to make repairs. It was agreed to 
give the matter consideration as to what can be done.
b) It was highlighted that the track from the garages in Byrness to the church required attention as it was 
becoming over grown. It was believed that this was the responsibility of Forestry England and the Chair 
advised she would raise the matter with Alex MacLennan although she highlighted that previous requests had 
not been successful.
c) The Chair provided details of the Three Kings route that had been blocked and damaged following recent 
tree extraction. It was reported that apparently to date Forestry England was reluctant to make the repairs. The
Chair advised that Revitalising Redesdale was aware of the situation and various possible options were 
discussed.
d) The Chair thanked the Councillors for their contributions during a very difficult year.

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 26 January, 2021 at Rochester Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.   
Whilst confirmation would be provided nearer the time it is likely this meeting will take place by video link.
Meeting closed 9.15pm
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