
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 26 January, 2021 

Due to the Coronavirus emergency and social distancing imposed the meeting was
conducted via video link between the recorded attendees.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly, D. Weston, P. Softley, B. MacNeil, S. Shaw, P. Scott 
M. Chilvers (Clerk). 
2 Apologies: There were no apologies
3 Declaration of Interest:  S. Chapman & P. Softley - both item 7O.
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, 24 November, 2020 – Was agreed as a true record. 
5 Guest speaker – a) There were no guests speakers present.  
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair advised that there was an Interpretation meeting on 2 
February that would include plans about the hubs across Redesdale including the Roundhouse. The next Steering 
Group is scheduled for mid March.   
b) Road signs at Carter Bar & possible Community Heritage Fund  – The Chair advised that there was no update 
on this matter at this time.
c) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – The Clerk provided an update on details he had received. This 
included the planning application received the day before (see item 8)
d) Leaning Northern Powergrid (NPg) pole in Byrness – There was confirmation that this had been completed and
the post, as well as the neighbouring post had been replaced. Cllr Shaw highlighted that mess had been left near 
the footbridge where a digger went across the field in respect of a generator associated with the work on 13 
December. It was agreed the Clerk should contact NPg requesting the damage was made good. 
e) Street lighting in Byrness – The Clerk advised he had not received any further contact from Gavin Barlow 
(NCC) since the email in December promising he would provide an update in January of timescales for the 
completion of the outstanding work. It was agreed to keep on chasing the matter. 
f) Moles in Byrness – The Chair advised Mr Scott had caught a large number of moles in Byrness and submitted 
an invoice for the work. 
g) Work at St Francis church, Byrness – Reference was made to the recent email from Marie West on progress. 
Cllr Softley advised that all materials and the pews had been stored in the church and that the garage was not 
required.
h) Update on Byrness garage and allotment rental position –  The Chair reported on the communications she had 
with David Francis who despite having retired from NALC kindly offered his time to provide guidance on the 
matter of the garage rent as he had assisted originally. The Chair quoted Mr Francis’ comments “Back in 2013, 
the Parish Council found itself in the uncomfortable position of needing to repair and improve its garages, but 
having no budget to finance the work. With advice from NALC, the PC therefore established new tenancy 
arrangements with the garage tenants (existing, previous and prospective ones), whereby they would all pay a 
monthly rent into a fund which would be of a sufficient level to pay for future repair and improvement works. It 
was the stated intention of the Parish Council to break-even: ie not to profit from the rental income in order to 
fund other activities. 
The money which has been accumulated is therefore a Restricted Fund. The outgoings which would be financed 
by this Fund included re-roofing, on-going maintenance, insurance, and administration. 
The Fund cannot be used for other purposes that are not related to the upkeep of the garages, as this was not the 
understanding on which the tenants have been paying their rents.”
It was agreed by all that should the reserve balance reach a level that would meet all foreseen maintenance and 
repair work then the tenant rent could potentially be suspended for a time.
i)  Gritter garage – The Chair advised that it was hoped that the Parish Council would receive a quote for the 
demolishing of the garage next weekend and it was agreed to assess options when that was received. Cllr Shaw 
suggested that it may be possible for he and another volunteer to be able to demolish the garage. It was agreed the
Clerk would determine the insurance implications and that all the appropriate certificates for the work would need
to be provided before any decision was made.
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j) Street parking and damage to village green, South Greens, Byrness – It was reported that the bollards are still in
place and helping to ensure no further damaged was made to the green. There was discussion regarding the 
possible options including repairing and strengthening the damage area as well as extending the existing lay-by 
by laying hardcore and hogging. Cllr Shaw advised he and another volunteer could potentially undertake the 
work. It was highlighted that there were possible sources of hardcore locally. It was agreed that the Clerk would 
contact the Parish Council insurers and NCC for advice. It was also agreed the Clerk would contact Northern 
Powergrid to determine whether there was a possibility for the work to undertaken when the track was laid to the 
new substation.
k) Tree maintenance in Byrness – It was agreed that the Clerk would seek quotes on the maintenance of the trees 
denoted as T9 – T16 inclusive on the reported undertaken in September 2020. It was also agreed that the Clerk 
would seek further details of possible funding from Countryside Stewardship for the cost of the work and ongoing
maintenance. Cllr Kelly highlighted that the snow plough had recently not been able to access part of Byrness due
to a Motorhome being parked too close to a tree. It was agreed to write to Byrness residents asking if they can 
give consideration where they park vehicles to ensure emergency and other vehicles are able to access all parts of 
Byrness. 
l) Water supply repairs in Byrness – Cllr Scott provided a report on the work Northumbria Water were needing to 
do and why the tanker had been parked in the car park. He reported that he had been advised the work should take
approximately 3 and 4 weeks.
m) Birds kept on Byrness allotment plots during bird flu restrictions – It was reported that it was believed all 
allotment tenants were following Defra’s instructions.
n) Closure of Byrness car park during Covid19 national lockdown – All Councillors agreed to the car park 
closure. Cllr Scott reported he had spoken to the Police about people parking in Byrness during lockdown who 
had advised residents should only ask politely not to park in village and that the incident and their registration 
number will be reported to the Police.
o) Byrness Village Hall update – Cllr Softley provided an update on the progress he and the Chair had made 
seeking funding for the Village Hall underground heating. He advised an issue had arisen over the lease between 
the Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee that had expired and it appeared not renewed.  He advised that
there were three matters that required the Councillors consideration 1) Should the Parish Council agree to the 
request for a new lease and if so is there support for a 99 year lease with a peppercorn rent? - All Councillors 
agreed 2) Whilst it was believed planning permission should not be required for the laying of pipe work on the 
Parish Council land Cllr Softley asked if there was agreement to complete a pre-planning application if 
necessary? - All Councillors agreed. 3) Would the Parish Council be agreeable to allow the Village Hall 
Committee to arrange for the heat source cabling to be buried in the Parish Council owned land – All Councillors 
agreed. 
p) Grass cutting in Byrness and Rochester for 2021/22 – The Chair provided the proposal for the grass cutting in 
Rochester. This is detailed on a map she has completed. The Chair also sought agreement from the Councillors to 
obtain a separate quote for cutting the grass around the Roundhouse. This was agreed.
After discussion Cllr Shaw agreed to review the area for the regular grass cutting and the rough area to be cut 
once. Cllr Softley agreed to then amend the grass cutting map as necessary before the Clerk would share with 
Councillors for agreement before seeking quotes. 
q) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – The Chair advise she was still chasing Freedom for timescales as 
to when the work would be completed.
r) Rochester traffic calming and speed indicator cameras – The Clerk reported that he had been advised by the 
Police that ANPR cameras had been installed in the surrounding area. He had also been advised that these type of 
cameras were not appropriate for speed control. It was agreed the Clerk should seek to get a quote as well as 
agreement from the Police and NCC for the possible installation of a speed camera in Rochester.
s) Rochester Roundhouse gate – The Chair advised that a contractor should be visiting on 30 January to provide a 
quote for definitely one but possibly a second gate at the Roundhouse. 
t) Condition of Bremenium Way road –  The Chair provided an update on communications shared with NCC, 
including Cllr John Riddle. Whilst a grit bin had been installed by NCC at the bottom of Breminum Way the 
Chair advised she was still seeking agreement for work to repair the drainage system before urgent resurfacing on 
the road. Additionally the Chair thanked those community spirited residents who had cleared some of the drains 
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along the A68. There were a couple that they couldn’t clear and the Chair advised a further request had been made
to NCC for this to be attended to.
u) Redesdale forest design plan – The Clerk provided details of the report received and previously shared.
v) Local elections – The Clerk provide a report of the details known about the local elections scheduled in May.  
w) Date of May 2021 Parish Council and Annual Meeting – As a meeting had to be held within two weeks of the 
May elections it was agreed the Clerk would email possible dates available for the Councillors to consider. 

8 Planning – 
a) 20/03805/FUL: Change of use from agricultural barn into holiday accommodation comprising of six self-  

contained, self-catering rooms: Elishaw Farm, Elishaw Moor, Otterburn, NE19 1JH: This matter had been 
considered between meetings and the Councillors supported the application  

The Clerk highlighted the planning application received and shared the previous day – 20/04417/FUL: Erection of
new ground mounted substation including access, parking and associated infrastructure: Land south west of 
playing field, South Greens, Byrness. Not all Councillors had had chance to review the details so it was agreed to 
share comments via email and the Clerk would collate and respond accordingly.  

9 Finance/accounts for payment
a) Update on Parish Council budget including garage costs   – The Clerk provided an update on the budget 

position and forecast to the end of the financial year. It was agreed to offset the £61.69 insurance premium
for the Byrness garages against the reserve budget. It was agreed not to backdate this but offset future 
premiums against the reserve.  

b) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for December 2020 & January 2021 for £298.20 plus expenses for purchase of postage 

stamps was agreed. 
 Payment to CM Landscape Ltd for £100.00 for repair to the post for the dog bin in Byrness was agreed.
 Payment of £0.25 to Redesdale Estates for lighting rent was agreed. 
 A refund of £12.00 to E. Wilkinson for the allotment plot she was unable to use was agreed.
 Payment to F&J Charlton for £390 + VAT for tree felling was agreed.

Additionally it was agreed to pay the invoice the Clerk had received that day for £252.00 for the mole catching in 
Byrness by Mr A Scott
10 Any Other Business: 

a) The Chair highlighted that the retaining wall in Rochester alongside the Old School House was beginning 
to collapse. Additionally the trees near by were overhanging the pavement. It was agreed that the Clerk 
should contact Redesdale Estates requesting both matters were attended to.
b) Cllr Shaw reported that ‘The Ride’ from the Byrness garages towards the Church was badly over grown 
and had become very narrow and in a poor state including a few trees wind-blown with root balls exposes and
causing safety concerns. The Chair agreed to highlight the matter to Alex MacLennan (Forestry England) 
requesting work to improve the route.
c) The Chair provided an update on discussions with Alex MacLennan on the proposed waymarking for the 3
Kings Walk including a request for signs from Byrness as part of revitalising Redesdale’s Walk & Cycle 
project.

Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday, 30 March, 2021 at Byrness Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.   
Whilst confirmation would be provided nearer the time it is likely this meeting will take place by video link.
Meeting closed 9.25pm
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