
Rochester   with Byrness Parish Council  
Minutes for the Meeting of Rochester with Byrness Parish Council held on Tuesday 30 March, 2021 

Due to the Coronavirus emergency and social distancing imposed the meeting was
conducted via video link between the recorded attendees.

1 Attendance: S Chapman (Chair), M. Kelly (from 7.30), D. Weston, P. Softley, B. MacNeil, S. Shaw, M. Chilvers
(Clerk), Kevin Smith
2 Apologies: There were apologies from P. Scott
3 Declaration of Interest:  P. Softley - item 7L.
4 Minutes of previous Parish Council meeting, 26 January, 2021 – Was agreed as a true record. 
5 Guest speaker – a) The Chair welcomed Kevin Smith who introduced himself as the candidate for the Liberal 
Democrats in the Bellingham ward of the May local elections. He provided his background and asked to observe 
the Parish Council to learn about the local issues.
6 Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters – None was raised.  
7 Matters arising
a) Revitalising Redesdale update on progress – The Chair provided an update on matters following the Steering 
Group on 17 March. She advised Bruce Wilkinson was taking over the Project Manager role from Maria Hardy 
from 26 April, moving from Lake District National Park. Further updates on the progress of the various projects 
were provided by the Chair who had shared the latest minutes with the Councillors.   
b) Road signs at Carter Bar & possible Community Heritage Fund  – The Chair advised that there was no update 
on this matter at this time.
c) Northern Powergrid pilot scheme in Byrness – The Clerk highlighted that Colin Potts (NPg) had offered £225 
annual rent in respect of the sub-station. This was agreed by all. The Clerk provided an update following his 
meeting with the Parish Council’s legal representative and having shared the draft lease. Following discussion it 
was agreed Cllr Softley would provide his comments via email before the Clerk responded to the solicitors. It was
agreed it would be beneficial if the Councillors could meet Mr Potts on site to discuss various matters.
d) Compensation following damage after repair of leaning Northern Powergrid (NPg) pole – The Clerk confirmed
that £250.00 had been received to the Parish Council bank account in this respect. 
e) Street lighting in Byrness – Having shared the email received from Gavin Barlow (NCC) on 23 February the 
Clerk advised he had not received any further update despite Mr Barlow advising work would commence late 
March. It was agreed the Clerk would continue to try and contact Mr Barlow for a further update and ask Cllr 
Riddle to assist in the matter. 
f) Work at St Francis church, Byrness – The Clerk shared an update he had received from M. West. Cllr Softley 
added that all repairs had been completed and whilst the church remained closed presently it was hoped it would 
reopen on 23 May, covid restrictions allowing.  
g) Gritter garage and disposal of waste – It was confirmed that the gritter garage was cleared of waste and ready 
to be demolished. Arrangements for demolishing it were discussed and agreed. The Chair provided an update on 
the disposal of the anti-freeze and empty containers. Cllr Softley provided details of a quote he had received for 
the removal of oil and container outside the village hall. The £85 cost plus £10 for an environmental certificate 
was agreed.
h) Street parking and damage to village green, South Greens, Byrness –  There was discussion on the various 
options available. The Chair advised she had spoken to Richard Woodhouse (NWL) about the possibility of 
providing hardcore from the old treatment works. However Mr Woodhouse advised that the decision on when 
they would be demolished had not yet been taken. 
i) Tree maintenance in Byrness – It was highlighted that a volunteer had cleared much of the small self-sown 
hedges and trees on the green opposite Otterburn Green. It was agreed that Frank Charlton would be asked to 
attend to the low crown of the Chestnut tree and the Clerk advised this had been pencilled in for 12 April. 
j) Water supply repairs in Byrness – The Councillors reported that many residents had highlighted the low water 
pressure and the impact on their heating systems whilst the water tankers in the car park were supplying the 
village water supply. It was highlighted that the work was only scheduled to last 3-4 weeks from end of January. 
Additionally it was reported that the tankers were damaging the verges as they delivered and removed the water 
tanks.  The Clerk was asked to approach NWL about the matter.
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k) Track between Byrness and St Francis church – It was highlighted that Forestry England had cleared the track 
and thanks were expressed for the work. The Chair advised that they had promised to return in the spring, 
hopefully April, to repair the track. The Chair also advised that it is hoped Revitalising Redesdale would provide 
signage in respect of the Three Kings walk from Byrness along the track. 
l) Byrness Village Hall update – Cllr Softley provided an update on the village hall lease. He advised he hopes the
matter is almost at a successful end and funding applications could then continue. The Chair thanked Cllr Softley 
for the considerable time and effort he had put into this matter.
m) Grass cutting in Byrness and Rochester for 2021/22 – The Clerk provided details of the amounts of the quotes 
he had received. The general cut for Byrness was agreed however the Councillors proposed to reconsider the 
cutting of the rough area. For Rochester the quote for both the grass verges and around the Roundhouse were 
agreed. Dates for both areas would be agreed with the contractor. The Clerk advised that the contractor whom the 
Councillors had agreed the quotes was Chris Mowatt. The Councillors asked that the contract would be for just 
2021 as it was hoped to raise funds for own equipment for future grass cutting.
n) Underground electric cabling in Rochester – The Chair provided an update on the project. There is due to be a 
complete shutdown of power on 9 June by Northern Powergrid when all the final aspects of the work will be 
completed. Letters will be sent to all residents that will be impacted by the power being shut down during the 
work.
o) Rochester traffic calming and speed indicator cameras – The Chair provided an update on the research she had 
undertaken regarding the possibility of a portable ANPR camera that captures speeding vehicles and all details go 
direct to Police. The Clerk had written to Otterburn & Corsenside Parish Councils to determine whether these 
communities would wish to be partners in the project and had received positive response. This was on the 
assumption that there was agreement from Northumbria Police and NCC. The Chair advised that unfortunately 
the Police had replied reporting they cannot agree to the request for several reasons whilst as yet there has been no
reply from NCC. It was acknowledged that there had been a visit of a Police speed van in Rochester at the 
weekend but Councillors believed a greater presence was required to have a positive impact on reducing the 
number of speeding vehicles through the village. It was agreed to work with the neighbouring communities as 
well as the Police and NCC to develop a longer lasting solution to speeding in the Redesdale villages. There was 
discussion of the possible use of the legacy promised by Northumbria Water to purchase new speed indicator 
cameras that would also capture data highlighting the extent of the speeding problem in Rochester
p) Rochester Roundhouse gate – The Chair reported that the new gate had been fitted at the wall for the 
Roundhouse and this was being paid for by NNPA. She also advised that David Pentney had kindly volunteered 
to alter and rebuild the wall where it was necessary to widen the gap for the gate.  Additionally it was reported 
that there was a possibility that a ramp was required and this was being costed for the parts initially although it 
was not at this time know where the funding would come from for this work. 
q) Condition of Bremenium Way road –  The Chair advised that there had been little progress however she was 
still chasing NCC to make repairs to the drains as well as resurfacing of the road. 
r) Overhanging trees and damaged stone wall in Rochester – The Chair provided an update on this matter after 
speaking to Hugo Remnant of Redesdale Estate. 
s) Bellingham Plant Swap – Kevin Smith provided details of the scheme he had set via Facebook to help local 
people to share hardy outdoor and house plants whilst reducing travel to obtain them. He advised there were 
already 125 members and he detailed the few simple rules members must follow.
t) Local elections and May meeting date – The Clerk provide an update on the details he had received from NCC 
regarding the local elections. It was agreed the May Annual and Ordinary meetings would be held on Monday 17 
May.  

8 Planning – 
a) 20/04417/FUL: Erection of new ground mounted substation including access, parking and associated   

infrastructure: Land south west of playing field, South Greens, Byrness. The Clerk provided an update on the 
points that had been raised in early February when the application had been assessed. He advised these had 
been forward to NCC with the general agreement to support the application.

The Clerk highlighted an application that had just been received – 21NP0019: Erection of 2 sheds for storage of 
machinery: Woolaw Farm, Rochester, NE191TB – It was agreed that the Councillors would take a bit longer to 

Rochester/Byrness202103



review the application before returning with comments although it was noted one shed that was due to be replaced
had asbestos in its structure.

9 Finance/accounts for payment
a) Update on Parish Council finance   – The Clerk provided a summary of the expected balance at the close of 

the financial year. He advised that it was the intention to provide greater detail plus the annual audit 
paperwork at the May meeting.  

b) The following payments presented were all agreed
 M. Chilvers salary for February & March, for £298.20 was agreed. 
 The payment of £24.96 + VAT to Spanglefish for the annual website subscription was agreed. 
 There was agreement to reimburse the Chair for the purchase of a ream of printing paper plus a shovel for 

the new salt bin at Rochester totalling £14.33
 The Clerk provided details of the payment to Alan Graham for £280.00 for repairs to the Byrness garages 

that had agreed and paid in February. 

10 Any Other Business: 
a) Cllr Softley highlighted a potential problem of garden waste as well as rotting apples left in Byrness. It 
was agreed to discuss the topic at the next meeting. 
b) The Chair shared the sad news of the passing of Bob Armstrong on 29 March. 

Date of Next Meeting. Monday 17 May, 2021 at Rochester Village Hall, starting 7:00pm.  The Annual 
Parish Meeting will start at 7.00pm followed by the Ordinary Meeting 
Whilst confirmation would be provided nearer the time it is likely this meeting will take place by video link.
Meeting closed 8.55pm
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